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***News Release***

November 21, 2009

Contact:  Terri Treacy, Sierra Club (618) 521-1030

    Cindy Skrukrud,  Sierra Club (815) 353-5123

    Traci Barkley, Prairie Rivers Network, (217) 344-2371 
Public Hearing for Coal Combustion Waste Landfill

Local groups have concerns about the ability of the proposed landfill permit to protect the environment.
Joppa, IL – The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) will be holding a Public Hearing on December 7, 2009 beginning at 6:00 PM at the Joppa Community Center, 215 North Avenue, Joppa, Illinois. The Hearing will provide an opportunity for the public to ask questions and express concerns regarding the effects to the environment from water discharges associated with a coal combustion waste landfill at Joppa Generation Station.
The IEPA has made a tentative determination to issue a new five-year National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for a proposed Coal Combustion Waste (CCW) Management Facility to be located northwest of the Electric Energy, Inc. (EEI) Joppa Generating Station. The CCW Management Facility will be owned by EEI and operated by Met-South, Inc., a subsidiary of EEI. The CCW Management Facility will include an initial dry landfill encompassing about 23 acres that will accept CCW solely from the Joppa Generating Station.

The NPDES permit regulates the types and amounts of pollutants that can be discharged and establishes regulations for monitoring, reporting requirements, and enforcement at the landfill.
Coal combustion waste contains toxic chemicals including arsenic, mercury, cadmium, chromium, selenium, aluminum, antimony, barium, beryllium, boron, copper, lead, manganese, molybdenum, nickel, vanadium, and zinc. These pollutants have the potential to impact several threatened or endangered species including: a crayfish and three mussels (ebonyshell, spectaclecase and black sandshell). Groundwater and nearby wetlands are also potentially at risk from the coal combustion waste discharge.

Prairie Rivers Network has concerns with the permit as currently proposed. “The permit should include rigorous controls on placement of the waste, strict limits on concentrations of contaminants in discharge water, and impermeable liners in all the landfill areas,” said Traci Barkley, water scientist for Prairie River Network. She also questioned the timing of the proposed permit. “The US EPA is expected to release new regulations for the disposal of coal combustion waste in mid-December. We think the Illinois EPA should post-pone their decision on the Met-South, Inc. permit until the new regulations come out.”
“The Applicant should be required to conduct a mussel survey where discharges enter the Ohio River and groundwater monitoring in the vicinity of the proposed disposal site,” offered Dr. Cindy Skrukurd, water scientist for Sierra Club.
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