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STEPS TO TAKE ONCE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT HAS BEEN FILED WITH ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
1) If the factory farm will house ≥1,000 animal units or contain a waste lagoon, the County Board can request that the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) hold a public information meeting.  Ask your County Board to request this meeting.  This request must be done within 30 days of the date the County Board is notified by IDOA of the Notice of Intent to Construct.
2) Flood all public meetings with as many residents as possible; attendees should come with questions and be familiar with the Livestock Management Facilities Act and the proposed factory farm.  Copies of the Notice of Intent to Construct can be requested from the County Board or from IDOA via the FOIA process.
3) Form an organized group dedicated to opposing the factory farm.  The group should:

a. have a name

b. have a leader

c. hold regular, well-advertised meetings

d. designate a spokesperson

e. assign individuals or committees to cover outreach, research, media, fundraising, legal assistance, letter writing, call-ins 
f. have a website

g. have an email list or listserv
h. engage the media by offering interviews, tours, information, press events, letters to the editor 

i. maintain a contact list of citizens opposed to the factory farm
j. find supporters on the County Board to share information with 
k. seek the support and influence of local businesses that may be negatively affected by the factory farm
l. seek the support and influence of environmental and sustainable agriculture organizations
m. create a 1-page factsheet that can be distributed to the media, legislators, residents, etc.

n. obtain the following documents:
i. Notice of Intent to Construct

ii. minutes or transcripts from IDOA’s public information meeting

iii. minutes or transcripts from all other public meetings

iv. written responses from applicant to questions posed by the County Board

v. the recommendation of the County Board

vi. copies of all reports written specifically on the property in question, such as environmental assessments

o. write a letter to the Chair of the County Board opposing the factory farm and stating which siting criteria have not been met.  Copy all County Board members, County Administrator, State Senator and Representative, Lieutenant Governor, Governor, and IDOA
p. hire an attorney and decide on the type and timing of a lawsuit

q. keep track of the different deadlines that are part of the Livestock Management Facilities Program. 
For more information, contact Stacy James at Prairie Rivers Network

217.344.2371

sjames@prairierivers.org

