June 29, 2010

The Honorable Barack Obama

The President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It is with deep regret that we write you today.  On Tuesday, June 22, 2010, the first Asian carp was captured in the Chicago area waterway system above the electric barriers.  Unfortunately, the physical confirmation of Asian carp beyond the barriers comes as little surprise as we have long been asking for more aggressive action to stop the carp.  In light of this discovery, it is our hope that the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee will take more urgent steps to protect the Great Lakes from this serious threat. 
Although this fish could theoretically have been released into the waterway system above the barrier on the Lake Michigan side, we should err on the side of caution and assume the carp was able to bypass the barrier.  This is especially prudent in light of the months of positive environmental DNA tests.  In addition to increasing efforts to find and remove existing carp, we urge you to speed up efforts to immediately strengthen the barrier and implement all other measures necessary to stop the carp from migrating into the Great Lakes, including pursuing an aggressive strategy for permanent hydrologic separation.  

We cannot afford to allow Asian carp to enter the Great Lakes.  We look forward to working with you to combat this potentially devastating invasion.     
Sincerely,
	George V. Voinovich

United States Senator
	
	Carl Levin

United States Senator


__________________________________

_________________________________
	Vernon J. Ehlers

Member of Congress

	
	John Dingell

Member of Congress



	Louise M. Slaughter
Member of Congress


	
	


cc: 
The Honorable Jo-Ellen Darcy, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works

      
Admiral Robert J. Papp, Jr., Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard

The Honorable Lisa Jackson, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. Rowan W. Gould, Acting Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agency

