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Legal underpinnings

Clean Water Act ï1972
ï1992 regulations

Guidance/Policy
ï1991 Guidance  - Guidance for Water Qualityïbased Decisions:  

The TMDL Process

ï1997 Policy ïscheduling and NPS 

ï1999 ïTMDL protocols

ï2002 WLA memo ïnumeric WLAs required

ï2002 TMDL review template

ï2007 Total Maximum Daily Loads with Stormwater Sources

ï2008 Draft Handbook for Developing Watershed TMDLs 



In the beginningé..



Our philosophy...

These are state/local projects

There is no ñrightò way to do a TMDL 
(however, there are ñwrongò ways to do them!)

Perfection need not be attained - do the 

best you can with what youôve got

Simple is good

Just ask



Clean Water Act Requires . . .

Under §303(d) of the Clean Water Act 

States must:
ïIdentify waters not meeting State water quality standards 

303(d) list

ïSet priorities for TMDL development

ïDevelop a TMDL for each pollutant for each listed water

EPA to approve or disapprove State 

submissions, and if disapproved, then 

develop the list ourselves.



This is where you start

It all begins with the 303d list/Category 5

Make sure the TMDL is clear what 

pollutants/impairments are being addressed in 

the TMDL, and what are not.



Clean Water Act Requires . . .

States must submit TMDLs to the EPA for 

approval/disapproval

ïFor 3rd party TMDLs

Must work with the state

EPA to approve or disapprove State TMDL 

submissions, and if disapproved, then 

develop the TMDL ourselves.



What is the EPA role?
Disclaimer ïin cooperation with the state

Funding (maybe)

ïTMDL development

ïImplementation

Resource 

ïTMDL development

ïImplementation 

Ultimately, Final Approver 



Definition of a TMDL

A TMDL is the amount of a pollutant that a 

waterbody can receive and still meet water 

quality standards

Goal of a TMDL is attaining water quality 

standards in a waterbody



Definition of a TMDL

The sum of loads from point sources, nonpoint 

sources, and a margin of safety

Determines sources of pollutants causing or 

contributing to impairment

Allocates responsibility for reductions needed to 

achieve water quality standards

TMDL = ×WLA + ×LA + MOS


