
The Indian Creek Watershed Project

1999-2009

Restoring Habitat and Water Quality 

for ALL Our Stakeholders 



Concerned Citizens formed 

the Indian Creek Watershed 

Project, Ltd. in 2000 to 

implement Educational 

Strategies, and On-the-

Ground Projects for Water 

Quality Improvements and 

Improve Water Quality and 

Habitat

The Indian Creek Watershed Project is comprised of watershed stakeholders dedicated to 

the preservation, protection, and improvement of the Indian Creek sub-watershed of the 

Des Plaines River. Our mission is to realize a long-term vision for a healthy watershed 

and an educated citizenry. Our goal is to educate while building partnerships to improve 

water quality, reduce flooding, and preserve and restore wetlands, woodlands, and other 

natural resources for future generations.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT



10 Villages and 4 Townships are in the Indian Creek Watershed -

It is Located in South Central Lake County in Illinois

 



Facts About the Indian Creek Watershed

ÅIt Covers 38 Square Miles in Southern Lake County

ÅIt drains into the Des Plaines River near Lincolnshire IL

(The Des Plaines drains into the Illinois and the Mississippi River)

ÅMore than Half of the Watershed is Developed, 62%

Å38% of the Watershed is in Open Space

ÅImpervious Cover is Expected to Increase from 28% to 36% in 20 Yrs

ÅMore Than Half of the Pre-Settlement Wetlands Have Been Lost

Å15 Wetlands Made Up of 865 Acres are Considered High Quality

ÅSeveral T&E Species Are Listed in the Watershed



Educating While Building Alliances to Improve Water Quality



1999 Citizens Committee Begins Watershed Planning

2000 Indian Creek Watershed Project Non-Profit Formed 

2001 319 Grants Awarded to SMC for Watershed Planning 

and ICWP for Educational and Site Restoration  

2002 SMC, AES and Indian Creek Watershed Committee 

Begin Planning for Watershed Region

2004 Indian Creek Watershed Plan is Reviewed and Adopted

2006 Nearly $2.5 Million in Projects Have Been Completed in 

the Watershed by ALL Partners

2008 Final IEPA Revision of Watershed Plan Adopted

2009 Another $1 Million in Projects Were Awarded to  Indian 

Creek Watershed PartnersðThat Means 3.5M So Far

History Since 1999



1999 Citizens Watershed 

Planning And Watershed Tour

2000 Public Meetings

And Website Created

2000 Thru 2004 Workdays 

and Many Other Outreach 

Events

Since 2005 

Education through 

Restoration





After Much Work éOur Beautiful Watershed Is 

Improving

Reed -Turner Woodland Sedge Meadow Restoration ðFirst ICWP Project



Our Watershed Plan was Adopted and Approved by the 

Lake County Board on November 6th, 2008. The plan 

has allowed our watershed to receive over $3.5 million 

from granting agencies for projects.

Some of the goals of our plan include:

* Better channel function/conveyance

* Improved water quality

* Reduced flooding

* Protect and restore biodiversity

* Enrich quality of life

* Develop healthy recreation

* Link waters and economy

* Foster educational stewardship

* Preserve open space

* Encourage stewards and land management

* Strengthen regulations 

Our Watershed Goals


