
Water Body Monitoring Data  
 

STORET is US EPA’s database of surface water and ground water data.  It has a search 

tool on-line that allows you to quickly identify all of the stations and types of data 

available within in an 8 digit watershed.   You can then download the raw quality 

information and metadata file.  There will be a 12 digit search engine after 12 digit line 

work is complete for the entire country.   

 

To make things go a little more smoothly make sure your e-mail account is open.  

 

1.  go to www.epa.gov/storet 

 

2.  Click on "Watershed Summary" under features 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  If you know the 8 digit watershed for which you want data, click on go to "Watershed 

Summary"; otherwise click on the link to "Surf Your Watershed" for assistance in 

identifying the correct watershed.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.epa.gov/storet


4. In this case we are using the Vermillion river watershed (05120109)  Select your 

watershed from the drop down-list and push "Query"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. You will see a listing of available data you can see it by organization or characteristic 

type (to switch simply select characteristic type and press query again). For this exercise 

select IL EPA and then press Get results.   

 

 



6. Follow instructions on the STORET website to 

receive the file (provide your email address/give a 

three letter code).  At this point you could also select 

from a variety of fields you might want with your 

data.  Remember, not all organizations provide data 

for all those fields. 

 

When you are ready select 

“immediate “Batch processing. A 

message will soon arrive saying 

your query was accepted.  Then 

you will receive a second email 

stating your results are ready 

(unless your file is really big and 

then it is created overnight). 

 

.  

 

 

 

  

Obtaining the data and opening the file in Excel. 

  

7. When you get the second email from Storet, Click on the link in the email.   

When asked whether you want to open or save the file, press save and select where to 

put it.   In our case we will be saving it in our workshop folder on the desk top.   We 

will need to unzip and extract the two files.  One file is results the other is metadata.  

Both files are txt files and will be tilde (~) delimited.    

 

 

 



8. Use Excel to find and open the results file (open from what ever directory you saved it 

in).When opening, select "delimited file" in the text import wizard.  Push next.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Now select "other" and 

type a tilde into the open 

space "~".  Press next.  

Press finish.  You now 

have an excel spreadsheet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Remember to save as an Excel file, not as a txt file. 

 

 

 

  
 


