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Illinois EPA TMDL Program

ÅWhat is a TMDL

ÅThe TMDL Process in Illinois

Å3rd Party Process

ÅTMDL Website

ÅIL TMDL Statistics

ÅTMDL Report
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What is a TMDL?

ÅñTMDL is a calculation of the 
maximum amount of a pollutant that a 

water body can receive and still meet 

water quality standards and support 

designated uses.ò
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TMDL Calculation

TMDL  =  WLA  +  LA  +  MOS  [+ RC]

ÅWasteload allocation--point sources

ÅLoad Allocation--nonpoint sources

ÅMargin of Safety

ÅOptional Reserve Capacity for point sources

ÅSeasonal Effects and Growth
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Point Sources
- require NPDES Permits

ÅThe term óópoint sourceôô means any discernible, 
confined and discrete conveyance, including but not 
limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, 
well, discrete fissure, container, rollingstock, 
concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or 
other floating craft, from which pollutants are or 
may be discharged. ïFederal Clean Water Act



Point Sources

ÅMunicipal Sewage Treatment Plants

ÅIndustry that discharge wastewater.

ÅConfined Animal Feeding Operations

ÅMunicipal Stormwater Outfalls

ÅCombined Sewer Overflows

ÅMS4 communities (overland stormwater)
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Non Point Sources

ÅAnything that is not a point source - i.e. 
does not require an NPDES permit.

ÅNPS pollution is caused by rainfall or 
snowmelt moving over and through the 
ground. As the runoff moves, it picks up 
and carries away natural and human-
made pollutants, finally depositing them 
into lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal waters 
and ground waters.
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