Using On-line Data and Tools for Your Watershed

Chicago: June 22, 2009 and Champaign: August 7, 2009

Capacity Building Workshops
This is the second in a series of workshops designed to lead a group through the watershed planning process.  Watershed plans are needed to restore impaired waters and protect other waters.  Many pieces of this workshop are drawn from the Handbook for Developing Watershed Plans to Restore and Protect Our Waters (2008).  A quick overview of the watershed planning process is in the figure below. The red arrows indicate the areas we will be working on as part of this workshop. 
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Characterizing the Watershed

Pulling together various pieces of information about your watershed will help focus your planning efforts strategically to address the most pressing needs and target further data collection. A listing of data that can be used for characterizing your watershed is in Table 1 below:

Table 1. Characterizing parameters of a watershed. 

	Physical and Natural Features 
·Watershed boundaries

·Hydrology

·Topography

·Soils

·Climate (annual, long term)

·Habitat

·Wildlife

Land Use and Population Characteristics 

·Land use and land cover

·Existing management practices

·Demographics


	Waterbody Conditions
·Water quality standards

·305(b) report

·303(d) list

·TMDL reports

·Source Water Protection Areas

Pollutant Sources 
.Point sources

·Nonpoint sources

Waterbody Monitoring Data 

·Water quality data

·Flow data

·Biological data





For a more detailed description of these parameters, please consult Chapter 5 of the Handbook . In this workshop, we will be going through resources available on-line to collect data for many of these parameters for an example watershed.
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