Using On-line Data and Tools for Your Watershed

Chicago: June 22, 2009 and Champaign: August 7, 2009

Workshop Goals
Locally-led watershed projects need to be able to demonstrate what the water quality data of their local area is in order to attract support.  As a part of a watershed organization focused on planning and implementation, you need to be able to clearly show the problem to generate support and to be able to make decisions.  
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To address this need, Prairie Rivers Network along with the Illinois EPA and U.S. EPA are offering this workshop. It is intended for planners, technical analysts, or outreach coordinators.  In this hands-on workshop, you will pull together data and on-line tools and customize them to your watershed. You will leave the workshop with useful materials and contacts to apply to your watershed work. 

Terms and Ideas 

Hydrology/topography references: 
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Small headwater
streams, also called
first-order streams, flow
into larger streams. The
network of streams in a
single watershed is

known as the river

system.




We often talk about three management zones when discussing watershed management--the waterbody, riparian, and upland zones. Waterbody is a term that includes any stream, river, pond, lake, estuary or ocean. The riparian zone is defined as the non-cultivated, vegetated area between the waterbody edge and the upland area. Riparian means "of the river" and the riparian zone is intimately connected with the waterbody. This zone often includes, but is not limited to, wetlands bordering waterbodies. The upland area is not an exact term, but usually is defined as the land above a high water mark (e.g. 100 year flood plain). 
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