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The federally-mandated State Wildlife Action Plans are the 
first nationwide attempts to focus on preserving the habitat 
that all wildlife needs for survival. The plans are a major shift 
away from preserving single species 
to a strategy that would preserve the 
habitat necessary to prevent the loss 
of entire networks of interconnected 
wildlife. 

Illinois’ Wildlife Action Plan identifies 
32 Conservation Opportunity Areas 
(COAs), which are unique in reagrds to 
topography adn wildlife. In some COAs, 
intense agriculture production will be 
the main challenge, while in others it 
may be the existence of waterways that 
have been heavily modified in a way 
that has destroyed natural habitat.

This spring, Prairie Rivers Network 
began working with David Myers of 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources and Southern Illinois 
University to pilot the first phase of a 
portion of the Illinois Wildlife Action 
Plan. We are focusing our initial efforts 
on the Vermilion River COA, which includes the North Fork, 
Salt Fork, and Middle Forks of the Vermilion River and the 
Little Vermilion River system and their smaller tributaries. 
In hopes that the Illinois Plan can protect and connect large 
portions of river and riverside habitat for wildlife movement, 
PRN plans to be involved in other COAs in a similar manner 
in the coming year, including those along the Mississippi 
River.

It is the goal of the Illinois Plan to form local COA 
Partnerships consisting of property owners and managers 

who share a conservation philosophy and set of objectives 
and who recognize that their property exists in an area 
with significant or potentially significant wildlife habitat 

resources. 

These partnerships provide 
opportunities for local expertise to 
guide conservation efforts and allow 
local conservation organizations to have 
an impact regionally and at the state 
level. Because many land managers, 
watershed groups, and private 
landowners already have conservation 
goals in place, the partnerships provide 
opportunities for the members to 
share information and develop shared 
goals for protecting wildlife habitat. 
Participation in COAs is voluntary. If 
you are a landowner or manager, or just 
want to get involved in helping protect 
wildlife habitat in your area, contact 
Kim Erndt at kerndt@prairierivers.org 
for more information.

Prairie Rivers Network believes the 
partnerships hold great promise because 

they make management a bottom up, not a top down 
endeavor: a private landowner’s voice can be heard as clearly 
as a state land manager’s. We believe that Illinois’ Wildlife 
Action Plan and the partnerships created within can facilitate 
shared decision making and creative solutions to coordinate 
habitat protection on land with many different owners and 
uses. Ultimately, we hope this process will result in a shared 
vision to preserve the natural areas we all value. 

For more information on the State Wildlife Action Plan visit: 
www.wildlifeactionplans.org/illinois.html 

Preserving Riverside Habitat Through Wildlife Action Plans
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...	strives	to	protect	the	rivers	
and	streams	of	Illinois	and	

to	promote	the	lasting	health	
and	beauty	of	watershed	

communities.	

By	providing	information,	
sound	science,	and	hands-
on	assistance,	PRN	helps	

individuals	and	community	
groups	become	effective	river	

conservation	leaders.
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Join fellow river enthusiasts and naturalists for a walk with Prairie Rivers Network along the 
Middle Fork of the Vermilion, Illinois’ only National Scenic River.

We will have two knowledgeable and engaging naturalist leading the walk. Lara Darling has 
over 11 years of experience and received the 2008 Environmental Education Association of 
Illinois’ Educator of the Year. Susan Biggs Warner has over 25 years of experience, with a 
specialty in the historic uses of plants by Native Americans and Pioneers.

Date: Saturday, June 20th (Rain Date is June 27th - check website for weather update)

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m..
 Adult walk starts at 10:00. Family walk begins at 10:30.

Place: Kickapoo State Park, 10906 Kickapoo Park Road, Oakwood, IL; 217/442-4915

 Kickapoo State Park is off of I-74 just West of Danville.
 Meet at the Clear Lake pavilion near the south end of the RiverView Trail.
 (Follow signs to Clear Lake or Kickapoo Landing Boat Rental)

RSVP:  Tue, June 16th to Steph at 217/344-2371 or sadams@prairierivers.org. .
.Registration	is	limited.	

•  Bring water, binoculars, and field guides if you have them.
•  Bagels, fruit, and lemonade will be available after the walk.
•  Go to www.PrairieRivers.org for more directions and park map.

A Message From Our Board President
After a long winter, most of us appreciate 
the chance to get outside more and enjoy 
the beauty of our local rivers. Especially at 
this time of year, I am reminded why I am 
committed to preserving our natural areas 
and the water that sustains life, and why I 
have chosen Prairie Rivers Network as the 
focus of my charitable giving.

As President of the Board of Directors and 
a member for 19 years, I am committed to 
PRN because this organization is uniquely 
effective among environmental groups. 
I have seen the passion and commitment 
of PRN members and staff, and have been 
impressed by the organization’s ability to 
use every dollar wisely. I particularly want to 
support the work to move beyond protection 
to restoring waterways and habitat that have 
been degraded. 

As an individual, I can’t do much more than 
I am currently doing. And yet I will do more 

in the future through “planned giving.” I 
have made Prairie Rivers Network one of the 
beneficiaries of my estate.

Planned giving ensures that Prairie Rivers 
Network has a solid foundation for its work 
regardless of the political or economic 
climate. There are many ways to give, and 
PRN can help you find out how to make a 
plan that suits your goals.

I encourage you, when you get that inspired 
feeling this summer, to contact Executive 
Director Glynnis Collins to find out about 
how you can plan to do more for Illinois’ 
rivers in the future. 

Jon McNussen,
President of the Board of Directors

Join PRN at Kickapoo
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Illinois Legislature Passes Bills for Safe Pharmaceutical Disposal

Film Review: Poisoned Waters

During the 2009 session of the Illinois General Assembly, 
PRN has strongly supported two bills introduced by 
Senator Susan Garrett, 29th District, to reduce the amount 
of pharmaceuticals entering our rivers and streams. Both of 
these bills have passed the Senate and House and now await 
Governor Quinn’s signature to become law.

Senate Bill 178 provides some guidance for facilities that 
collect unused/unwanted medicine so that their disposal is 
safe for people and the environment. The bill amends the 
Illinois Environmental Protection Act to require facilities 
accepting unused/unwanted medicines (including one-day 
collection events) to be clearly identified, accept items only 
from private individuals, and manage and secure collected 
pharmaceuticals in a manner preventing their release into the 
environment or possession by unauthorized individuals. 

We are disappointed that an earlier amendment of the bill 
took out a provision that would have required health care 
providers to display a poster created by the IEPA with 
information on proper pharmaceutical disposal and drop-
off locations. We will continue to advocate for increased 

participation by health care providers in educating the public 
and in offering them proper disposal solutions. 

Senate Bill 1919 prohibits health care institutions, employees 
and partners from using disposal methods that send unwanted 
and unused pharmaceuticals into a public wastewater system 
(e.g. by flushing them down toilets or sinks).

Research on the effects of pharmaceuticals on aquatic 
life and humans continues to build the case that this is 
a major source of pollution. It is clear that there is no 
current effective, affordable method for completely 
eliminating pharmaceutical chemicals during wastewater 
treatment. At this time, keeping unused and unwanted 
pharmaceuticals out of the wastewater system is the best 
preventative measure citizens can take for their rivers 
and streams. You can do this by purchasing only the amount 
of prescription and over-the-counter medicine you need and 
by properly disposing of unwanted and unused medications. 
Visit our website for more information on how to dispose 
of medicine: www.prairierivers.org/rivers/preventing-water-
pollution/pharmaceuticals/

This April, PBS ran an episode of the news program Frontline.
looking at water pollution in the U.S., more than thirty 
years after the passage of the Clean Water Act. The episode, 
Poisoned	 Waters, used examples from the Chesapeake 
Bay and Puget Sound to highlight water pollution issues 
nationwide. 

Are the issues raised relevant to Illinois rivers? The major 
threats discussed in the film should be familiar to PRN 
members and regular readers of our newsletter: polluted 
runoff from agriculture and cities, widespread pollution from 
“legacy” pollutants, a stew of low levels of drugs and other 
harmful chemicals in drinking water supplies. The threats 
are the same in Illinois. 

Polluted runoff from agriculture and cities are the biggest 
pollution sources here in Illinois, just as they are in Chesapeake 
Bay and Puget Sound. We too deal with widespread pollution 
from PCBs even though use of these chemicals was halted 
in the 1970s - advisories against eating large quantities of 
predator fish species are in place across the state due to high 
levels of PCBs in their bodies. Our rivers and drinking water 
sources contain low levels of hundreds of chemicals whose 
adverse effects on humans (alone, or in combination) are 
suspected but unquantified. 

Poisoned	 Waters stressed that citizen engagement is 
essential for these problems to be addressed. Most of the 
decisions affecting water pollution are directly or indirectly 
in the hands of elected officials. They are able to stand 
up to industry lobbyists if they have the vocal support of 
their constituents. In the film, Robert Kennedy Jr. points 
out that the Clean Water Act passed during a Republican 
administration as a direct result of the first Earth Day, the 
largest public demonstration in US history, where 10% of 
the population participated.  

At Prairie Rivers Network, we continue to work to engage 
citizens and help them vocalize their support for clean water 
to decisionmakers. We also need to find common ground 
with new partners and constituent groups to leverage more 
voices in support of clean water. Your PRN membership 
supports clean water; letting your elected officials know 
directly about your support for clean water issues is also 
an important way you can contribute to solutions – sign 
up on our website to receive alerts 
about when your voice will help 
on specific clean water issues. 

You can watch Poisoned	 Waters online at: www.pbs.org/
wgbh/pages/frontline/poisonedwaters/
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Grantors

Grand Victoria Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Wildlife Federation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation

Headwaters Circle $5,000 +

Clark and Irene Bullard
Earth Share of Illinois
Eric and Jane Freyfogle
Gorilla Polymedia
Jon McNussen
Bruce Semans

Legacy Circle $2,500 to $4,999

Bill Davey
Rolling On The River
David and Chris Main
New Belgium Brewing Company
Jack Paxton

River Protectors $1,000 to $2,499

Baxter Credit Union
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Ellyn and David Bullock
Frank DiNovo and .
 Carol Emmerling-DiNovo
David C. Eades
Nan Ehrlich
Cynthia Geerdes and Todd Martinez
John Gilpin
Charles and Nancy Goodall
Bruce Hannon
Patricia Hannon
Gary and Dixie Jackson
Jason Lindsey and Anna Keck
John and Diane Marlin
Jean and David Nanney
Jack and Sally Paxton
Janet Peters
Thomas and Beverly Rauchfuss
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Michael Rosenthal and Annice Moses
Trent Shepard
Sleepy Creek Vineyards

River Stewards $500 to $999

Ralph and Stephanie Alexander

Brian and Karen Anderson
Joyce Blumenshine
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Joe Conover and Janet Gates Conover
Dan Deeb
John Epifanio
Jean Flemma
Mike and Martha Freeland
Bill and Glennie Hamel
Rev. DiAnne Hatch
Jo Ann Heiser and Guy Murphy
Annette H. and Charles L. Lansford
Emmy Lou Moore Charitable Fund
Robert J. Moore
Jim and Mare Payne
Joe and Ann Petry
Michael D. Podolsky
Tom and Sue Smith
Cecily Smith and David Delaney
Unitarian Universalist Church .
 of Urbana - Champaign

River Guardians $250 to $499

Anonymous
John B. and Linda Braden
Brown, Hobbs, and McMurray Insurance
Carolyn Casady-Trimble and .
 Ralph Trimble
Joseph Eby
Wayland and Brenda Eheart
Doug Eppich
First Mid-Illinois Bank and Trust
Steven Fitzgerald
Fran Harty
Lewis and Susan Hopkins
Cynthia and Sheldon Hoyle
Bruce Karmazin
Rick and Cloydia Larimore
Robert J. McKim
Marc and Debbie Miller
Cora Musial
National Wildlife Federation
Helen M. Parker
Patagonia-Enviro Department .
 Through Champaign Surplus
David Paul
Christopher and Janise Phillips
Raymond Plante and Mary Wallace
Progressive Asset Management
Marise Robbins-Forbes and Guy Forbes
Deborah and Steve Rugg
Virginia and David Scott

Tom Seals and Ruth Wene
Cliff Shipley and Vicki Rowe
John Simpson
David Snoeyenbos
St. Matthew Catholic Church
Jeremiah D. and Sheila Sullivan
Bill Van Hagey
Leo Vanmunching
Tom Von Geldem and Cindy Skrukrud
Shirley and Bill Walker
Ben Watts and Judy Argentieri
Pius Weibel and Susan Feldman
David C. and Jane White

River Sustainers $100 to $249

Anonymous 
Jennifer Acosta
Mary Jo Adams
Steph Adams and Brian Dill
Michael Allen
Ansel Anderson
Marc and Fran Ansel
Tom Bassett and Carol Spindel
Mark C. Batson
Sandra and Peter Beak
David Beck
Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey
Clifton and Laura Bergeron
Richard and Dolores Bishop
Phil and Sheila Bloomer
Bray, Drake, Liles, and Richardson
Martha Brown
Champaign County Audubon Society
Champaign Surplus
Mary Craig
Karen Pappalardo Curtis
Stephen Davis
Mercy and William Davison
Karen Ennen and David O`Brien
Philip and Lynn Fiscella
Karen and Michael Folk
Liza and Ned Goldwasser
Ernest and Lois Gullerud
Max and Jan Guthrie
Mary Elizabeth Hamstrom
Sandra Hansen
Richard and Kathy Harden
Debra and Darrell Hart
Peter Hatch
John Highland
Robert Hudson
Philip Hult and Gail Snowden

Sharon Hutson
Illinois Smallmouth Alliance
Jeffery Jens.
 (In Memory of Michael Scully)
George H. and Beverly Kieffer
R. Grear and Linda Kimmel
Thomas Koehler
Bill and Carol Kubitz
Wayne and Loretta LaFave
Alice and Gene Lamb
Bruce Larson
Joe Laszlo and Holly Love
Stuart Levy
Mackinaw Canoe Club
Kathryn Martin
Jerry McCormick
Bruce Michelson
Middlefork Audubon Society
Robert Miller 
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Barbara Morgan and Chip Zukoski
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Terry O`Neill
Iain Paul
Lois Pausch
Anne Phillips
Quad City Conserv. Alliance
Tom Richardson and Barbara Eychaner
Rogards Office Plus
Salt Creek Watershed Network
Tod and Beth Satterthwaite
Frank Shuford
John Sparks
Gadi and Pnina Steiner
David and Carol Thomas
Michael Ullmann
Wayne L. Wagner Sr.
Dennis Wandell
Waterflow Consultants, Inc.
Lucy Whalley
Rachel Whitaker and Stephen Wald
Sarah Wiseman
Gaye Wong
Richard H. Worthen
Barbara Wysocki and Dwain Berggren
Drake Zimmerman and Jan Elfline

Friends $50 to $99

Anonymous 
Charlene Anchor
Michael Ander
Walter and Charlotte Arnstein

Prairie Rivers Network 2008 Annual Report

We Are Honored to Recognize the Following Individuals, Groups, and Business for  
Their Generous Support of Our Work in 2008

Prairie Rivers Network’s staff and board of directors would 
like to personally thank all of new and long time members 
for their generous support in 2008. 

From reducing pollution from sewage treatment plants, 
to holding agencies and coal companies accountable, to 
protecting headwater streams from ill-conceived drainage 
projects, and to helping local groups protect rivers and 
riverside habitat, PRN is proud to be Illinois’ leader in river 

protection, conservation, and restoration. And we could not 
have done all of that great work without your contributions 
and support. A brief list of our 2008 accomplishments can be 
found at www.prairierivers.org/about/accomplishments/. 

We ask you to continue to support us and help us fight to 
keep pollution out of our rivers and the water we drink and 
to restore our rivers to their natural beauty. Together, we can 
safeguard our rivers and clean water for future generations.
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Revenue
Donations $135,984
Grants $261,998
Investment Income $2,832  
In-Kind Donations $19,030
Sales & Miscellaneous Revenue $6,742

Total	Revenue	 $426,586

Expenses
Salaries $219,386
Payroll Taxes & Employee Benefits $45,589  
Program Costs $102,800
Fundraising (including salaries) $49,389
Management and General $36,856

Total	Expenses	 $454,020

2008 Financial Statement

Hal and Ann Barnhart
Vivian Biegaj
Elizabeth Black.
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Jim and Pat Bland
Mark and Susan Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald D. Brighton
Vera Bunting
Jean and Don Burkholder
Angelo Capparella and Gretchen Knapp
James R. Carter
CDC Paper and Janitor Supply
Jon Cherniss and Michelle Wander
Ruth Marlin Cleveland
Janet Davis
Dan and Paula Deneen
R. Edward DeWalt
Russ Rybicki and Nancy Dietrich
Jeffrey Douglas
Dennis Dreher
Duane T. Dust
Saad and Julie Elzanati
Albert Ettinger
Andy Glass
Mr. Samuel K. Gove
Karen Hagerty
Walter Hoffmann
Craig J. Holderness
Illinois Prairie Hosta Society
Wes Jarrell and Leslie Cooperband
Harold and Pat Jensen
Tim Kenney
Susan Kiddoo
Todd and Margaret Kinney
Robert and Gerri Kirchner
Randy and Terri Kobel
Robert Krumm
Laborers Local Union #393
Larry and Glennie Larimore
Morris Leighton
Curt Liles
Melanie Loots
Richard McClary
Barbara McKasson
David McNussen
George McPhillips
Raymond Mucha
Matt Nickols
Tom and Diane O`Rourke
Mardee and Jerry Pagac
Thomas Peters
D.W. Plath
Kevin Price
Mike and Karen Retzer
Marlyn Rinehart
Matthew Russell
Jeffrey Sanders
Catherine Schmidt-Jones
Lisa Sechler

Frank Shaw
James Simeone
Jeff and Kristen Smith
Mary Kay Solecki and John Taft
Nancy S. Stagg
Victor and Susan Stone
Terry Tonielli
James Treat
Jean and John Van Landingham
Tony Watkins
Deborah White
Zuzanna Wieckowska
Ralph and Gretka Wolfe
Susanne and Bruce Wood .
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Katie Zimmerman
Zmick

Members $1 to $49

Anonymous 
Coleta Ackermann
Stan Adkins
Michael Allen
Janice M. Bahr
Gretchen Batz
Beth Beauchamp
John Beck
Steven Benton
Mark Berninger
Mary A. Blair
Robert and Marie Bohl
Pamela Bowers
Cathy Brodsky
Steve Buck
Jean and Don Burkholder
Michael and Lucienne Burrus
Fran Caffee
John and Beth Chato
Jeffrey Courtright
Larry and Sandy Creekmur
Jeff and Cathy Cunningham
Gary Cziko
Damaris Day
Lawrence Dewulf
Jessica Dexter
Olivia Dorothy
Morton Dorothy and Claudia Minor
Maggie Dougherty-Roberts
Craig Eckert
Thomas Edwards
E-Force Environmental Club
Patricia Floess
Rachel Fowler
Friends of the Rock River
Kathleen Frizzell
Richard Geller .
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Ralph Ginn

Edwin R and Virginia Gordon
George Gore
Brendan Griffin
Andrew Gulya
Pam Hagle
Elizabeth Hall
Bob and Jill Hamann
Denise Hansen
Jenny and Rich Harvey
John Hassett
John Hegarty
Kay Hodson
Jan Holder
Margaret and Charles Hollowell
Deidre Howard
Betty Hughes
Khushnaaz Irani
Michael Jeffords and Susan Post
Joda Productions, Inc.
David Joens
Barbara Kanter
Ramin Karimpour
Mr. Dennis M. Kern
John Kilday
Marianne Kinzer
Brian Klecka
Daniel Knight
Dorothy Koster
Dick Ladzinski
Elizabeth Lambert
Dave Larsen
Lila Lehnherr .
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Greg Leston
Larry and Nancy Littell
Michael Longo
John and Barbara Lourance
Shey Lowman
Marco Technical Documentation, Inc.
Vicki Mayes
John and Khris McMahon
Elisa Miller
Dan and Margaret Mitchell
Brenda Molano and Mary Ann Feist
Richard Mollahan
Wally and Jeanie Morse
Kirsten Nelson
Robert Neuleib
Michael O`Mahoney
Howard Oneil
George W. Ordal
Christine Oszak
The Plutchak Family
Chad Pregracke
Donnagene Quivey
Kay Rasmussen
Elaine Regehr
Sheila Reynolds
Kathleen Riepe

David Roach
William and Martha Roberts
Elizabeth Rogers
Paul and Verlyn Rosenberger
Sangamon County Community 
Foundation
Paul Schutt
Betty Smelcer
Samuel Smucker
Bob and Bernadine Stake
Joe Stevenson
Marty Stone
Jennifer Sublett
Stan Summers
Jon and Kathy Sweedler
Edward Tichenor
Village of Depue
Sandy Volk
Dana Walker
Dorothy Warren .
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Sherry M. Weaver
Patricia Weiner
Barbara Welsch
Doris L Westfall
John White
William White
Dana Williams
Jeanne-Marie Wyld
Martha Yeakel .
 (In Memory of James Payne)
Chris and Terre Zeigler

In-Kind Supporters

B.Lime
Blue Moon Farm
Champaign Do It Best
Peter Fox and Fox Development Corp.
International Galleries
Kickapoo Landing
Prairie Rain Harvester
Royse Wagner, Inc.
Sleepy Creek Vineyards
Sun Singer Wine and Spirits
Tech Soup
UpClose Printing

Boneyard Creek Cleanup Sponsors

Champaign County Design and 
Conservation Foundation
Champaign West Rotary Charities
County Plaza, LLC
F.E. Moran, Inc.
Flooring Surfaces, Inc.
Evelyn Pritzker
Provena Covenant Medical Center
Robeson, Inc.

Every	effort	has	been	made	to	ensure	that	our	recognition	of	supporters	is	correct.	We	apologize	for	any	errors	or	omissions	and	urge	you	to	notify	us	of	any	mistakes.
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Some of the chemicals found in 
our household products are toxic 
to humans and harmful to the 
environment as they become more 
concentrated in our water supply. In 
the future these chemicals may be 
limited by government regulations, 
but until then, concerned consumers 
want to buy the least harmful 
products. 

Unfortunately, wading through the 
information about chemicals in our 
household products can be very 
confusing. Many companies do not 
list all the chemicals that are found 
in their products and are not required 
to by law (thus the mysterious “and 
other ingredients”). Even when all 
chemicals are listed, how does a 
consumer find out which are harmful 
and why? 

It is easier to find information about chemicals considered 
harmful to humans, but much more difficult to find clear 
information for the layperson on the effects on fish and 
wildlife. 

Here are three tips to help you make the most informed 
consumer choices:

First, consider making your own cleaners at home, using 
environmentally-safe ingredients such as vinegar and baking 
soda. There are many cleaning recipes available online:

• www.epa.state.il.us/p2/less-toxic-products.html

• nemo.uconn.edu/tools/publications/clean_waters/
cwfact2.pdf

Second, buy products that disclose all ingredients and strive 
to meet a higher standard of safety. 

• The U.S. EPA’s Design for the 
Environment Formulator Program 
partners with companies who 
use safer ingredients in cleaning 
products. Look for their label on 
products. 

• Seventh Generation, a brand of 
household products, has developed a 
handy “label reading guide”:

www.seventhgeneration.com/show-
whats-inside/cleaning-products-
ingredients-guide.

Third, avoid these five problem 
ingredients in store-bought cleaners:

•.Phosphate was banned from laundry 
detergents, but is still widely used 
in automatic dishwasher detergents 
(labeled as sodium orthophosphate, 
sodium tripolyphosphate or others; 
some products are labeled “contains 
no phosphates”). Phosphates cause 
eutrophication, an increased growth 
of algae that uses up too much 

oxygen and kills fish. 

•. Triclosan is used in anti-bacterial soaps. It is very toxic 
to aquatic organisms and persists in the environment over 
long time periods. There is also concern that overuse of 
anti-bacterial products may lead to increased bacterial 
resistance, making it harder to kill germs and unwanted 
bacteria in the future. Studies have shown that washing 
hands with antibacterial soaps is no more effective than 
using plain soap and water. To get clean hands, make sure 
you wash long enough (at least 15 seconds--long enough 
to sing “Happy Birthday” twice!); it is scrubbing with soap 
that physically removes the germs from your hands. Use 
of an alcohol-based gel sanitizer is OK--these are effective 
if they are at least 60% alcohol, which physically destroys 
the germs and does not create bacterial resistance. 

•. Bleach (sodium hypochlorite) is acutely toxic to fish and 
can bind with organic matter to form toxic compounds 
that persist in the environment. Instead, use soap and 
water—most household tasks don’t require bleach.

•. Methylisothiazolinone a preservative found in detergents 
and hand dish soap, is toxic to aquatic organisms with 
long-term persistence in the environment.

•. Lauramidopropylamine oxide is found in cleaning, 
laundry, and dish washing products and is toxic to aquatic 
life.

Clean Water and You:  
Choosing the Best Household Products
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Support Prairie Rivers Network
There Are Many Ways to Give:

Cash    Grain    Stock....Bequests .

Challenge Grants     .Endowments .

Raffle Prizes     Annuities      Trusts    

Recruiting New Members

Life Insurance......... Living Will....

Workplace Giving     Sponsorship

Have underperforming stocks? Put 
them to good use by donating them to 
Prairie Rivers Network.

Yes, I want to help protect our rivers and streams.

○.$15 Student Membership  ○ $25 Basic Membership
○ $50 ○ $100 ○ $250 ○ $500 
○ Other $ . ______________

Name:._____________________________________________________

Address:. ___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:.______________________________________________

Phone:._____________________________________________________

E-mail (to receive Action Alerts):.________________________________

Thank	you	for	your	support!

All members receive our newsletter and action alerts. Your contribution to PRN is tax deductible.

Make checks payable to: Prairie Rivers Network, 1902 Fox Drive, Suite G, Champaign, IL 61820

River	protection	depends	on	people	who	have	the	opportu-
nity	to	fall	in	love	with	a	natural	place.	

“I	have	a	wish	for	humanity:	that	all	of	our	children	would	become	
field naturalists as they grow up. Imagine living in a society where 
every	 youth	 has	 the	 chance	 to	 explore	 the	 Earth	 on	 foot	 and	 in	
hand, getting to know its creatures on a first-name basis. “ -- Gary 
Paul Nabhan

Research shows that the outdoor experiences of our youth 
provide the foundation for a lifelong ethic of stewardship. 
This is why Prairie Rivers Network has teamed up with 
Illinois Public Media (Champaign-Urbana’s PBS affiliate), 
Kickapoo State Park, the U of I College of Media, the 

Danville Public Library and Keep Vermilion County 
Beautiful on a project to connect teens and their families with 
Kickapoo State Park. Middle and high-school students from 
the Danville Boys and Girls Club will produce video Public 
Service Announcements, aimed at other teens, to encourage 
them to visit and use the park.

Prairie Rivers Network’s part is to lead the youths in a day 
of fun activities in the park this June, including canoeing, 
fishing, photography, and exploring a stream. In conjunction 
with the project, the teens will talk with their peers about 
barriers to visiting the park and create strategies to encourage 
more teens and families to take advantage of this great, free 
resource.

Some of the public service announcements will be shown 
on WILL TV during this September’s airing of the new Ken 
Burns documentary The	 National	 Parks:	 America’s	 Best	
Idea. The project will culminate in a public celebration at 
the Danville Public Library on September 1, where all the 
student videos will be shown. 

PRN encourages you to invite young people in your life to 
take an outing to your local state park and help cultivate our 
next generation of nature advocates.

You can visit PRN’s website for links to more information 
and photos from this event. 

Kickin’ It at Kickapoo
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1902 Fox Drive, Suite G
Champaign, IL 61820

217/344-2371
www.PrairieRivers.org

Return Service Requested
Join PRN at Kickapoo 

June 20, 2009, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m..
Kickapoo State Park.

Contact: Steph, sadams@prairierivers.org

Watershed Workshop:  
Using On-line Data and Tools for Your Watershed.

June 22, 2009 - Chicago.
August 7, 2009 - Champaign.

Contact: Alison, ameanor@prairierivers.org

National River Month 
June 2009

Smart Irrigation Month 
July 2009

It’s Our River Day 
September 19, 2009.

www.standingupforillinois.org/cleanwater

PRN Annual Dinner.
November 6, 2009.

I Hotel and Conference Center, Champaign

http://www.JasonLindsey.com



