
The Indian Creek Watershed Project

1999-2009

Restoring Habitat and Water Quality 

for ALL Our Stakeholders 



Concerned Citizens formed 

the Indian Creek Watershed 

Project, Ltd. in 2000 to 

implement Educational 

Strategies, and On-the-

Ground Projects for Water 

Quality Improvements and 

Improve Water Quality and 

Habitat

The Indian Creek Watershed Project is comprised of watershed stakeholders dedicated to 

the preservation, protection, and improvement of the Indian Creek sub-watershed of the 

Des Plaines River. Our mission is to realize a long-term vision for a healthy watershed 

and an educated citizenry. Our goal is to educate while building partnerships to improve 

water quality, reduce flooding, and preserve and restore wetlands, woodlands, and other 

natural resources for future generations.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT



10 Villages and 4 Townships are in the Indian Creek Watershed -

It is Located in South Central Lake County in Illinois

 



Facts About the Indian Creek Watershed

•It Covers 38 Square Miles in Southern Lake County

•It drains into the Des Plaines River near Lincolnshire IL

(The Des Plaines drains into the Illinois and the Mississippi River)

•More than Half of the Watershed is Developed, 62%

•38% of the Watershed is in Open Space

•Impervious Cover is Expected to Increase from 28% to 36% in 20 Yrs

•More Than Half of the Pre-Settlement Wetlands Have Been Lost

•15 Wetlands Made Up of 865 Acres are Considered High Quality

•Several T&E Species Are Listed in the Watershed



Educating While Building Alliances to Improve Water Quality



1999 Citizens Committee Begins Watershed Planning

2000 Indian Creek Watershed Project Non-Profit Formed 

2001 319 Grants Awarded to SMC for Watershed Planning 

and ICWP for Educational and Site Restoration  

2002 SMC, AES and Indian Creek Watershed Committee 

Begin Planning for Watershed Region

2004 Indian Creek Watershed Plan is Reviewed and Adopted

2006 Nearly $2.5 Million in Projects Have Been Completed in 

the Watershed by ALL Partners

2008 Final IEPA Revision of Watershed Plan Adopted

2009 Another $1 Million in Projects Were Awarded to  Indian 

Creek Watershed Partners– That Means 3.5M So Far

History Since 1999



1999 Citizens Watershed 

Planning And Watershed Tour

2000 Public Meetings

And Website Created

2000 Thru 2004 Workdays 

and Many Other Outreach 

Events

Since 2005 

Education through 

Restoration





After Much Work …Our Beautiful Watershed Is 

Improving

Reed-Turner Woodland Sedge Meadow Restoration – First ICWP Project



Our Watershed Plan was Adopted and Approved by the 

Lake County Board on November 6th, 2008. The plan 

has allowed our watershed to receive over $3.5 million 

from granting agencies for projects.

Some of the goals of our plan include:

* Better channel function/conveyance

* Improved water quality

* Reduced flooding

* Protect and restore biodiversity

* Enrich quality of life

* Develop healthy recreation

* Link waters and economy

* Foster educational stewardship

* Preserve open space

* Encourage stewards and land management

* Strengthen regulations 

Our Watershed Goals



WHY We Restored the 

Floodplain 

and Sedge Meadow of 

Reed Turner Woodland

Reed-Turner Woodland 

Sedge Meadow

Restoration 319 Grant Site

2001 - 2004



Reed-Turner Woodland

C2000 Transect Monitoring 2003



Rain or 

Shine

Everyone Knows 

the BEST Time 

to Plant a Wetland 

is in the RAIN

Reed-Turner Woodland 

Sedge Meadow

Restoration 319 Grant Site

2001 - 2004



Certificate of Appreciation
Reed Turner Woodland’s Sedge Meadow Restoration Project

This is to certify that Mike Lawler, Rob Weiss, George Van Der Bosch, Mark Freshour, Joy Mauck, 

Bob Borg, John and Timmie Clementsen, Lee Bassett, Nancy Burgess, Vernadine Martlock, 

June and Paul Neumann, Dona & Jay Blunt, April Cooksey, Nicole Felice, and Tom and Tori Trauscht 

helped us us during our 1/19/02 workday at the Reed-Turner Woodland sedge meadow 319 project site. 

Your volunteer hours really count!  By helping to restore this floodplain of the Indian Creek you are helping 

to curb sedimentation and erosion, you are helping to lighten the tree canopy so native and rare sedge and 

forb species can reemerge, and you are ultimately helping to prevent nonpoint source pollution 

within this Dedicated Illinois Nature Preserve of the Indian Creek Watershed.

The project is due to be completed by the Spring of 2003. 

It is funded, in part, by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) 

with oversight from the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC). 

Thank you. We greatly appreciate your support.
The Indian Creek Watershed Project Ltd. Board of Directors

_________________________________________________________

Indian Creek Watershed Planning Project Mission Statement

The Indian Creek Watershed Project is a group of concerned watershed residents and stakeholders dedicated to the preservation, protection, 

and improvement of the Indian Creek sub-watershed of the Des Plaines River. Our mission is to assess and prioritize the problems and 

opportunities and to develop a long-term vision for a healthy watershed and an educated citizenry. Our goal is to build partnerships to improve 

water quality, reduce flooding, and preserve and restore wetlands, woodlands, and other natural resources for future generations.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________



WHY We Restored the 

Floodplain and 

Sedge Meadow of 

Reed Turner Woodland

For Nonpoint Source 

Pollution Control, 

Stopping Erosion and 

Sedimentation and 

Habitat Improvement 

Of a Nature Preserve

Before project began in 2001

Success 2006!



Plant Transect Studies Were Conducted in 2001 and 2003 

Reed-Turner Woodland 

Sedge Meadow

Restoration 319 Grant Site

2001 - 2004



Transect comparisons Over Two 

Years

Transect 3 Quadrat 8 in 2001

No vegetation at all!

Transect 3 Quadrat 8 in 2003

What a difference in 2 years.



Indian Creek Sedge Meadow Restoration 

Floristic Quality Index 2001/2003
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Indian Creek Sedge Meadow Restoration 

Number of Native Species 2001/2003
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Reed-Turner Woodland 

Sedge Meadow

Restoration 319 Grant Site

2001 - 2004

Re-Establishing 

Floodplains



BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Streambank Shoreline Stabilization

Sylvan Lake

Soil Lifts 

Reed-Turner 

Woodland

Erosion Control



Sylvan Lake’s Maple Park Restoration

Native Plants Help Stabilize Steep Banks

Summer 2006



Sylvan Lake’s 

Maple Park 

Restoration

Shedd Aquarium 

Teachers



BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Seavey Ditch Stream Stabilization & Enhancement

Vernon Hills Village Golf Course



Networking for More Outreach



Networking for More Outreach



We Thank Our Volunteers

And We Feed Them!



Board of 
Directors

In Deepest Appreciation to 
Sean Wiedel for  

Being Our Indian Creek 
Watershed Hero

Indian Creek Watershed 
Leadership Award

Indian Creek Watershed Summit ~ November 6, 2008



Networking for More Outreach



People in Action – Everyone Is Learning



Volunteer Roles

•Watershed Board

•Leadership on Projects

•Public Outreach

•Holding Special Events

•Networking With Other Groups

•Leadership is Very Important !!!

•So Is Support from Agencies Like 

Lake Co. Stormwater Management



Volunteer Supporters from ALL 

Over 

Have Helped US Clear, Plant, 

Monitor 

and Restore Our Watershed



CLA Lagoon Peninsula Restoration Project

Shoreline Stabilization and Demonstration



Board of 
Directors

In Deepest Appreciation to 
Countryside Lake Association
For Monitoring and Protecting

Their Lake and Shorelines   

Indian Creek Watershed 
Leadership Award

Indian Creek Watershed Summit ~ November 6, 2008



July 1998

Oak Terrace Community Effort in Mundelein 
Diamond Lake Shoreline Restoration and Rain Gardens

Spring 2007

Future 319 Site



Indian Creek Watershed 

Longview Meadow Wetland Restoration



Summarizing… Since 2000  

Nearly $4 Million in Projects Have 

Been Completed in Indian Creek 

Watershed

THANKS to Our Active Partners!

ALL For the Benefit of Cleaner Water, 

Less Flooding, Water Quality, 

Education, Preserving Biodiversity 

and Open Spaces, and Promoting 

Stewardship of Our Regional Natural 

Resources. 



Working to Restore Our Watershed 

and Special Places Since 1999

Help YOUR Watershed, 

Get Involved Today!!

* Educate Your Stakeholders

* Save Drinking Water

* Prevent Garbage Flow to Waters

* Do Not Use Phosphorus

* Naturalize Your Shorelines and 

Save Your Streams

*Assess your Natural Areas

Before they are Lost

* Install a Rain Garden

*Start a Watershed Group and Get 

Actively Working


