
Websites Made Easy:

Template for Watersheds

Modified from a presentation by 

Kelly Levengood and Gwen White



Issue

• Watershed groups need rudimentary 

functional website to store and present 

information for stakeholder engagement.

• Requirements:

– Scarce/limited funding for design and hosting

– Low maintenance

– Easy entry point for non technical users



Presentation

• Answers to frequently asked questions

• Content and components common to most 

watershed projects

• Design tips for user-friendly and appealing 

site

• Easy-to use templates for simple website 

design

• Suggestions on web hosting options



Content for typical watershed 

website

• Introduction and invitation to join the 

project:

– Location (major towns, features, highways-

maps)

– Mission statement /purpose of project

– Sources of funding

– Invitation to participate: how they can 

contribute? How will they benefit/

– Photos from activities







Why does it matter



More detail for interested 

stakeholders

• Events calendar (needs to be up to date)

• Comment form to gather input

• Timeline for project completion

• List of partners and sponsors

• Links to resources

• Contact information



What’s up

• Upcoming Events:

• June 5: Guardian Display Booth 10am-4pm at Delphi Corp 

parking lot, Lincoln Rd., Kokomo, IN, Volunteers Needed Call 

Charlie at 765-437-6268 

• June 6: Celebrate the Wildcat Festival at Adam's Mill, on the 

Creek just east of Cutler, 10 am - 5 pm, Mill tours, canoe rides, 

nature hikes & exhibits, music, artists, and much more! Volunteers 

Needed, Call Charlie at 765-437-6268 

• June 15: Monthly meeting - 5:30 pm social, 6:30 pm meeting, 

Burlington, IN

• July 31-August 3: Indiana Paddlers'



Store and present information

• Dates for past and future meetings

• Agenda for next meeting (list as draft)

• Notes/past presentations

• Data, results, graphs and interpretation

• Draft plan for public review



Post your plan for public review

• Make sure site works

• Provide comment 

• Provide schedule

• Provide contact information





What to Post

• Information that is up-to-date

• Key messages for stakeholders

• Recognition of sponsors and volunteer 

contribution (get permission)

• Photos of events & accomplishments



Simple but action-oriented



What not to post

• Information that is quickly out of date

• Personally identifying information 

(practices)

• Photographs of poor management 

practices that identify a potential 

participant or stakeholder



Template example

• Acquire template from 

internet

• Create and drop 

content into template



Frequently asked questions

• How do I register a domain name?

• What domain name should I choose?

• How do I set up a website?

• Website templates

• Do’s and don’ts of web design



Examples of Watershed Websites in Illinois; 

July 20, 2009 (C. Davis)

• Flint Creek Watershed ~ http://www.flintcreekwatershed.org/vision.html

• Nippersink Lake Watershed ~ http://nippersink.org/index.htm

• LaMoine River Watershed ~ http://www.lamoineriver.org/

• Aux Sable Creek Watershed ~ http://www.auxsablecreekwatershed.org/

• Fox River Ecosystem Partnership ~ 
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/index.htm

• Upper Des Plaines River Watershed ~ 
http://www.upperdesplainesriver.org/index.htm

• Multiple Lake County Watersheds (North Branch Chicago) ~ 

• http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/Default.ht
m

• DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup ~ http://www.drscw.org/index.html

• Champaign County Soil & Water Conservation District – Upper Salt Fork of 
the Vermilion River ~ http://www.ccswcd.com/default.php

• Tyler Creek Watershed ~ http://tylercreek.org/index.htm

• Lake Bloomington & Lake Evergreen Watersheds ~ http://mcleantmdl.com

• Greater Bear Creek Watershed ~ http://www.adamsswcd.org

• Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership ~ http://krep.bios.niu.edu/

• Prairie Rivers~: http://prairierivers.org/
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