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Itinerary 
10:15 am:  Meet at Illinois Stewardship Alliance in Springfield, Illinois
Introduction to Heartland Coalfield Alliance and partner organizations.  

Participant introductions.

10:30 am: Depart Springfield for Virden
11:15 am: NW corner of the town square in Virden, Illinois
Site of one of the most deadly union battles in US history, the 1898 Virden Massacre. Participants will discuss the history of the coal industry and organized labor in Illinois. Group will be joined by members of Citizens Against Longwall Mining and Eco-Justice Collaborative Delegation.

11:30 am: Depart Virden 
11:40 am: Crown II Mine
Introduce modern coal processing. Close up view of shuttered industrial facility. Note persistent runoff problems, refuse disposal areas.

11:50 am: Crown III Mine
Springfield Coal Company's Crown III Mine is the only union coal mine left in the state, employing approximately 200 miners. Crown III also showcases the worst case scenario in terms of impacts on land and water - the unlined surface impoundments are used to dump both toxic coal slurry and coal ash, posing a major threat to the long term health of the area.

Stops:
East side Refuse Disposal Area – disposal of coal waste, slurry and ash

Boston Chapel on SW side of mine – resident impacts and slurry injection

Coal ash disposal operations– source of coal ash and impacts to streams
12:45 pm: 10 minute break at BP in Carlinville

12:55 pm: Depart Carlinville for Shay 1
1:10 pm: Shay I mine surface facilities
Participants will hear from local residents about the problems Shay 1's massive unlined coal slurry impoundments have caused for neighbors of the mine and adjacent groundwater and streams. 

Stops: 
Brushy Mound Rd and Suhling Rd - view of processing plant


Wheeler Rd behind RDA 6 - groundwater and stream contamination, 



resident impacts and PAHs in coal


1:45 pm: Shay 1 longwall site at Evans & Fremont Road (Listening Lunch) Arrive at area that has been undermined using longwall technique. Hear from local residents Peggy Klaus and Dennis Slightom about effect longwalling has had on community, damage to roads and farms.

2:10 pm Depart Evans Rd, drive via Route 4 down Cavalier Road
Participants will witness damage to farmland, drainage ways and roads from longwall mining.  

3:00 pm: Deer Run Mine
The surface facilities are nearing completion on this new longwall mine which will have coal slurry impoundments located within the city limits of Hillsboro, and also cause major subsidence damage to agricultural land. Participants will receive a personal tour from members of the local group Citizens Against Longwall Mining (CALM) about their struggle against the new Deer Run Mine.  
Stops: Hillsboro Area Hospital - Note the proximity of coal processing plant to 


hospital, senior home, and day care center.  


South side of mine on 9th St. at site of former homestead.  Discussion of loss 


of homes, farmland, and threat to nearby waters.  

3:45 pm: Depart for Coffeen 

4:00 pm:  Arrive at Ameren's Coffeen Power Plant 
Introduction to coal–fired power generating facilities and related impacts from wastestreams and onsite operations.

Stops: US Minerals coal ash “beneficial reuse” site - worker and resident impacts


Leaking ash pond - draining pollutants to tributary to Coffeen Lake


Coffeen Lake – reservoir receiving power plant wastestreams with 



impacts to water quality and fish relied upon by local anglers
4:15 pm: Leave Coffeen area

4:45 pm: Angus Chophouse Dinner in Litchfield with CALM members
Tour participants will recap the day and learn more about how they can get involved with ongoing efforts to promote a just economic and environmental future for Illinois' coalfields.

5:45pm: Leave for Springfield

6:45pm: Arrive Springfield
