PYSEYs waH

CEFFT e

e T LT

Year 160, No. 359

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Hogan’s

¥

Read by more than ’IOO,OOOVin{(ormed citizens every Sunday
JULY 22, 2012

Springfield

He’ll make $285,100 a year as history professor, must teach at least 2 courses

By JULIE WURTH
jwurth@news-gazette.com
SPRINGFIELD —  The
appointment of former Univer-
sity of Illinois President Michael
Hogan as a history professor at
the Ul Springfield makes him
the highest-paid employee on
that campus. '
Hogan, who made $651,000
as president, is now earning
$285,100 a year as a professor
under a formula set when he
was hired as president in 2010,
Only one other employee at

UI Springfield earns more than
$200,000, according to the UP’s

- “gray book” of salaries. Vice

President and Chancellor Susan
Koch is listed at $220,000 annu-
ally. Former Chancellor Richard
Ringeisen, who stepped down in
October 2010, earned $281,705
as chancellor emeritus in 2011,
but his appointment expired
last November.

Hogan is spending a year on
sabbatical, living in Ohio near
family, and is scheduled to
teach at UI Springfield starting

in 2013-14. ! earns $500,000, and more thana
He will be paid much more {dozen history professors at the
than other faculty in the histo- . Urbana campus are above the
ry department, where only two - $100,000 threshold.
of the 12 professors earn more : The chairwoman of the Ul
than $100,000 (one of them a ¢ Springfield history department,
college dean). And he will have / Professor Heather Bailey, said -
a lighter teaching load - two * she doesn’t anticipate any fall-
courses a year, compared with out and thinks faculty will wel-
six for most faculty. " come a scholar of Hogan’s -
Salaries in Springfield typi- , stature.
cally lag thoge at the much - “Obviously his salary is
larger Urbana and Chicago not comparable with what we
campuses. Urbana Chancel- :

lor Phyllis Wise, for example, Please see HOGAN, A-6

ENVIRONMENT

Vanda Bidwell/The News-Gazette
Homer Mayor Dave Lucas visits one of the city’s water wells on
the west side of village Friday. The Sunrise Coal Co., based in
Terre Haute, Ind,, is asking Homer to supply its proposed coal
mine with a large amount of water on a daily basis. The village
will be studying in coming weeks whether that idea is feasible.
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the west side of village Friday. The Sunrise Coal Co,, based in
Terre Haute, Ind,, is asking Homer to supply its proposed coal
mine with a large amount of water on a daily basis. The village
will be studying in coming weeks whether that idea is feasible.
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Vlllage isn’t sure
yet if it’s feasible
to meet proposed
operation’s needs

By TRACY MOSS
I;non@nm-gueuecom '

- HOMERv—- Tom and Sue
Smith are the sixth genera-
tion to work the family farm
adjacent to the Salt Fork Riv-
er, a natural resource that they
worry could be harmed by

a large withdrawal of water -

for the proposed Sunrise coal
mine or by discharge into the
river from the site.

“I would hate to see large
quantities of water taken from
the river,” said Sue Smith, who

is one of the residents in Cham-

paign and Vermilion counties

who have been coordinating

their efforts against the pro-
posed mine, along with the
Prairie Rivers Network, which
advocates for clean water and
healthy rivers, and the grass-
roots group, Stand Up to Coal.

Opponents have several con-
cerns, fearing that coal dust
could affect air quality, the
mining process could damage
tiles and farmland, and large
water withdrawals from the
area and water discharge back
into the environment could
affect the quantity and quality
of local groundwater and the
Salt Fork River.

Sunrise officials maintain
that their industry is highly
regulated, and their opera-
tions are not allowed, by those
regulations, to negatively
- affect water quality or quanti-
ty, and safeguards are in place
to ensure that.

Sunrise Coal, based in Terre
Haute, Ind., formally pre-
sented to the Homer Village
Board on July 9 its request for
water and sewer services, and
the village is considering the
request.

The Salt Fork is one of mul-
tiple water sources that Hom-

ater requ‘eS‘t*

er will consider tapping -to
meet Sunrise Coal’s request
for 325,000 gallons of water a
day initially, and 540,000 gal-
lons a day in later years. The
underground mining area

" would mestly be in Vermilion
. County, but some will stretch

into Champaign County with
the surface operation on 400
acres southeast of Homer and
north of Sidell.

Homer Mayor David Lucas
said it will likely be a four- to
six-tnonth process for the vil-
lage to determine whether it

can meet the Sunrise water

request.

“The question we are try-
ing to answer is, can we supply
this amount of water with-
out jeopardizing our current

-(water) supply, because we

don’t want to put the village
at risk for shortages of water,
and we do not want to put the
village at risk for any finan-
cial burden,” he said. “Cur-
rently, there is absolutely no
water shortage in the village
of Homer. We have more than
an adequate supply for our
water needs, which is why we
are even thinking about this
request, because we do have
adequate supply.” :

Sunrise has asked for 2,000-
4,000 gallons per day of treat-
ed water, which Lucas said is
about what Heritage Junior
High uses. That’s in addition
to the 325,000 gallons a day
of untreated water that Sun-
rise has requested for the first
three to five years and antici-
pates increasing to 540,000
gallons a day after that..

Much of the water is used
to wash the ¢oal, and some is
piped underground to control
coal dust in the mine, accord-
ing to Suzanne Jaworowski
with Sunrise Coal.

Right now, she said, the
request for Homer water is the
company’s primary approach
for meeting its outside water
needs.

Please see MINE, A-6
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"COLORADO THEATER MASSACRE

AURORA, Colo. (AP) — The Colorado
that killed 12 midnight mowegoers with
“calculation and deliberanon,” police said
Saturday, receiving deliveries for months

. which authorities belieye armed him for
battle and were used to'rig his apaMent
with dozens of bombs.

Authorities on Saturday evemng said
that all hazards have been removed from
the suburban Denver apartment of theater

. shooting suspect James Holmes and that
residents in surrounding buildings can
return home.

squad technicians spent much of Satur-
day entering the apartment booby-trapped
with explosives and unknown liquids.
Police said that all the hazards have been
taken to a disposal site.

His apartment was rigged wrth jars of
liquids, explosives and chemicals that
were booby-trapped to kill “whoever
entered it,” Aurora Police Chief Dan QOates
said, noting it would have likely been one
of his officers.

“You think we’re angry? We sure as hell
are angry,” Oates said.

Police say Holmes opened fire and set
off gas canisters early Friday in an Aurora
movie theater minutes into the premiere of
the Batman film “The Dark Knight Rises.”
The attack left 12 dead and 58 injured.

Authorities wouldn’t discuss a motive
for one of the deadliest mass shootings in
recent U.S. hxstory, as makeshift memori-

~ als for the victims sprang up and relatrves
began to ggbhglg moum theu' laved OIS, "

lt(;:°r~ .

Pohce saySUS
the attack wel‘

shooting suspect planned the rampage

Aurora police, FBI agents and bomb.

i7+'He apparently had pre

A law enforcement offici
in protective equipment]
the explosives from the.
alleged gunman James
Saturday in Aurora, Cold

Holmes had recently
competitive graduate p!
science; neighbors and fq
in California have said he
er who said little.
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Continued from A-1

“But if it (Homer request)
does not work, we do have
other options as backup,” said

| Jaworowski, who. would not

disclose detaxls; of backup
plans. e

: soin‘ce Shesmﬂthépond
vould be the pnman?

4nd when its level is lower, the

rine would rely more on water
m Homer.

worowski said she did not

it to comment ot wheth-

the mine could exceed the

§40,000 gallons a day from

Homer, but that amount is
“what the firm anticipates as the

“high side of its water needs.”

First, Lucas said, the village
will review the village’s water
supply and how much might
be needed to supplement that
and the most economical way
to do that. He said the village
likely will request addition-
al research and investigation
by outside sources, including
engineering firms, the Illinois
State Water Survey and oth-
ers. He said there could even
be additional drilling and test
wells.

Lucas said the village’s aver-
age daily water use is 120,000
gallons. Its water comes from
five underground wells in sand
and gravel deposits. The three
original wells are on the west
side of Homer and are rated
at 120,000 gallons a day maxi-
mum. More than 15 years ago,
the village went in search of
a supplemental water supply,
and in 199697, established
the wells to the north, 2 miles
west of Ogden and about a mile
south of US. 150.

Lucas said the village does
not know the capacity of the
two northern wells, but they
produce more than the wells
west of town. Lucas said the
village runs the wells on a
rotating basis, with one to the
west always running with one
north of town.

He said investigating the

| capacity of the source of the
northern * wells. will hkely

be one of the water commit-

tee’s recommendauons, possi-

bly hiring an outside entity to
determine the capacxty of that
aquifer.

“Until we do that, we really
don’t have a good handle on the
exact capacity,” he said.

Lucas said the village is

strictly looking at this as a
water sale to another industry.

“And the industry could
‘be anything, - the agriculture
industry. It could bé a water
‘bottling company. To us, it’s

- water customer, and we
“wre looking to fill a request to

" another water customer,” he

said.
Lucassaldhesﬂxankﬁtlfor
the opportunity to try to fill

tlusrequest,becausetlusm

the best econpmic opportunity

k-_Homerhashadmyears

“Things like this don’t come

alongeverydayforasmall‘vﬂ-
lage. It could mean an"enor

mous amount of revenue for
this small village,” he said.

Lucas said the village will
look at all the water sources
available in the area and inves-
tigate everything, including
the 120,000 gallons a day that
will be exiting the village’s
sewer treatment plant as well
as the wafer flowing down the
Salt Fork River. He said village
officials have also discussed
getting water from compa-
nies such as Illinois American
Water. The nearest connection
point to such water would be in
Sidney, he said, but that would
take a 6-mile water line. Lucas
said the challenge to the village
will be providing water at the
lowest cost per gallon and low-
est infrastructure cost. He said
it's unclear at this point wheth-
er pulling water from the Salt
Fork would be economical.

“It needs research. We have
several options of drawing
water from the Salt Fork. Some
are good, some are not, and 1
already believe that some are
not feasible. There are things
that need to be researched,

. and it may come down to it not

being worth it,” he said.

Smith said she and others
question whether the village of
Homer can legally tap into the
Salt Fork to sell that water to a
private entity.

Lucas believes the Salt Fork
has enough flow to afford a
large withdrawal. He said
20 million galions a day are
released into the Saline Branch
of the Salt Fork from the sew-
er plant in northeast Urbana.
That water originates from the
Mahomet Aquifer, he said, and

that’s “bonus water” that’s not
part of the river watershed.
It's an opportunity to reuse
that water, Lucas said.

Smith said takmg large
amounts of wate Salt
Fork will certamly change the
river system, the water sup-
ply and could affect biological
processes, including mussel
gnd that-

rep! -
cerns heér. Also,shesaid,there .

are concerns for

cerns about water * quantity,
but mostly quality, and they’'ve
been seeking answers to their
questions.

“We have follow&gup with

‘those concerns, and we are rel-
- atively comfortable ‘with the
“situation,” said Jennings, who

visited Sunrise’s Carlisle, Ind.,
mine, which pulls the ma]onty
of its water supply from under-
ground wells associated with
the Wabash River. Jennings
said Sunrise officials answered
many of their questions on that
visit.

But, Jennings said, vﬂlage
officials will be keepmg thelr
eyes and ears open.

“Andeersonallyplmx,asth&
permit process goes through,
to attend those hearings and
participate where necessary
and make sure there are safe-
guards,” he said.

Jaworowski said Sunrise has
submitted its application for
its mining permit to the Illi,
nois Department of Natural
Resources, and it’s in a prelim-
inary phase as state official§
review the 1,600-page appli-
cation to ensure the required
information has been pro-
vided. Once the department
declares the application com-
plete, hearings will follow, giv:
ing the public the opportuni
to comment on the company’
mining plans.

Opponents of the mine ha
been meeting regularly t
inform the public of their con:
cerns and coordinate their
efforts, which include a recent-
ly released video, “Questions
for Sunrise Coal,” a petition
drive and fundraising for a
possible legal challenge.

The village of Homer’s water
committee will hold its ini
meeting to discuss the Sunris
water request at 7 p.m. July
at the Homer village hall, S
E. Second St.
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