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Letter: Make Ameren stick to deal

GateHouse News Service

Posted Aug 13, 2012 @ 12:04 AM

Thanks for the Aug. 2 story, “Ameren, objectors duel over delay of pollution rules.” I want to urge

the Illinois Pollution Control Board to deny Ameren’s request for eight more years to comply with

air pollution reductions they agreed to more than six years ago for their Newton Power Station.

Dirty air emissions from the Newton plant lead to asthma attacks, respiratory disease and early

death. Ameren should stick to the deal it made.

More importantly, I urge Ameren to reassess its long-term plan to support the outdated

coal-burning facilities in their fleet. A recent study by Illinois State University found that the state’s

23 largest wind farms contribute almost $30 million in local taxes. This means cleaner energy, jobs

and local revenue for schools. Ameren should invest in the future of cleaner energy rather than a

protracted fight for the right to pollute air and water.

— Traci Barkley, Prairie Rivers Network, Champaign
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Traci, you do not know what you are talking about. No one is dying because of emissions from the Newton Power Station, or any other power station. Evidently you
don't know much about 'wind farms.' They are a notoriously unreliable source of electrical power, the little electricty they do produce is much more epensive than
that generated by traditional means, and they cause severe environmental damage, especially to migrating birds. Illinois should scale back its ridiculous,
economically crippling, extremist environmental regulations, and fully exploit our most valuable energy resource: coal.
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