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The coal industry drained nearly $20 million from the Illinois state budget in subsidies and

expenditures related to supporting the coal industry in Fiscal Year 2011, according to the

latest research from the Center for Tax and Budget Accountability and Downstream

Strategies.

"Coal mining and support activities play a

relatively insignificant role in the Illinois economy,

representing only 0.2 percent of private industry

economic activity in 2010," said the Center's

Amanda Kass. "The level that state lawmakers

subsidize the coal industry in Illinois does not pay

off for the state budget or for state residents."

Prairie Rivers Network, who commissioned the

research along with the Sierra Club and Eco-

Justice Collaborative, believes that Illinois state

lawmakers need to redirect grants and tax breaks

from the coal industry to sustainable energy

development and job creation in the clean energy

sector.

Sign up for our FREE newsletter for more news like this sent to your inbox!

Demand for Illinois coal is rising with exports up five times since 2010.

"As the companies expand Illinois operations, the cost to the state associated with

supporting and regulating the industry will grow as well, and these costs are

significant, amounting to more than $66 million in Fiscal Year 2011," said Rory

McIlmoil, former energy program manager at Downstream Strategies. "…the costs

associated with the Illinois coal industry far exceed the revenues generated by

coal-industry activity. This finding suggests that more should be done to maximize

the revenues generated by the industry while at the same time reducing costs."

Illinois does not impose a severance tax on coal exports, meaning that Illinois pays

for, but sees no local tax revenue from, the exports, McIlmoil explained.

"…coal costs us all. Coal exports from our state are on the rise yet little money

comes into our state coffers," said Jack Darin Sierra Club Illinois chapter director.
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Coal demand draining Illinois budget
Environmental groups call for end of state subsidies and tax breaks
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"Illinois subsidizes big polluters from the coal industry, while citizens pay the price

for the impact of dirty coal on our health, the environment and accelerated climate

change. Ending state subsidies and tax breaks for the Illinois coal industry will have

a positive impact on the Illinois state budget as well as for the future of our families

and environment."

For more:

- see the report

Related Article:

Mandatory groundwater monitoring demanded for Ameren coal plants

Sign up for our free newsletter

COMMENTS

Filed Under Coal, The Sierra Club

0 comments

What's this?ALSO ON FIERCEENERGY

CPUC: Throw the book at PG&E
1 comment • 18 days ago

Rick  — The shareholders did nothing to

cause this unfortunate event. How will

they pay this amount of money? …

Sierra Club agreement puts the
screws to KY coal

1 comment • 19 days ago

Mike MacLean — This is an extremely

opportune time for Kentucky Power to

thoroughly assess the benefits of …

Despite opportunity, biopower faces
risk
1 comment • 25 days ago

Eugene Bergin — I would love to see a

cradle to grave analysis of biomass in

comparison with other sources of …

The energy-efficiency/customer
connection
1 comment • a month ago

Tim S.  — Interesting article, but you

failed to mention that behavioral savings,

such as those pursued by companies …

Leave a message...

BestBest CommunityCommunity ⚙⚙  ⤤⤤ShareShare

No one has commented yet.

Com m ent feedr Subs cribe via  em ai l✉

0★

means for developers, enterprises with custom

app and more. Register Today!

MORE ITEMS

LATEST COMMENTARY

FierceEnergy travels the June conference circuit

Check out our new feature and "Sound-Off"

Memorial Day

Fortune: Today is the day to share your knowledge

Consumers favor solar over smart grid

EVENTS

RETECH 2013
September 9-11 — Washington, D.C.

2013 Smart Grid Hiring Trends Study

MORE EVENTS

 

PRESS RELEASES

Accenture to Partner with Pepco Holdings Inc. (PHI) to Build Communications Network Management System for Smart Grid

OpenADR Alliance selects Intertek for National Smart Grid Initiative in the U.S.

Smart Electric Vehicle Charging Will Necessitate Greater Utility Investment in Cyber Security Systems, According to Pike Researc

S&C Launches Optimization Solution to Improve Grid Efficiency and Stability

CEVA Leads Israeli Smart Grid Consortium for the Advancement of Smart Grid Technologies

More Press Releases

EMAIL ADDRESS

http://www.downstreamstrategies.com/documents/reports_publication/downstream-strategies_illinois_impact_of_coal_6-27-13.pdf
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/mandatory-groundwater-monitoring-demanded-ameren-coal-plants/2013-05-30
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fcpuc-throw-book-pge%2F2013-06-14%3ApfnWvyizhPPb_Jiav_Jd-NYEQ_A&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1401187315&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fcpuc-throw-book-pge%2F2013-06-14%3ApfnWvyizhPPb_Jiav_Jd-NYEQ_A&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1401187315&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fsierra-club-agreement-puts-screws-ky-coal%2F2013-06-12%3AnX24Nv1CGkdGhouBSeToxffoNak&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1398613216&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fsierra-club-agreement-puts-screws-ky-coal%2F2013-06-12%3AnX24Nv1CGkdGhouBSeToxffoNak&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1398613216&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fdespite-opportunity-biopower-faces-risk%2F2013-06-07%3AdlJT2707fTzPTRnAkFTG91Gy_n8&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1374920532&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fdespite-opportunity-biopower-faces-risk%2F2013-06-07%3AdlJT2707fTzPTRnAkFTG91Gy_n8&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1374920532&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fenergy-efficiencycustomer-connection%2F2013-06-03%3AB4WRSfum-j8rhPlCYz9AKpBBf7Y&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1355791150&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fierceenergy.com%2Fstory%2Fenergy-efficiencycustomer-connection%2F2013-06-03%3AB4WRSfum-j8rhPlCYz9AKpBBf7Y&imp=2i1c4m934pr55c&forum_id=948117&forum=fierceenergy&thread_id=1458939472&major_version=metadata&thread=1355791150&zone=internal_discovery
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://disqus.com/
http://fierceenergy.disqus.com/coal_demand_draining_illinois_budget/latest.rss
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02#
http://www.fierceenergy.com/tags/coal
http://www.fierceenergy.com/tags/sierra-club-0
http://oascentral.fiercemarkets.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/fierceenergy/story/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02/375871159/BottomLeft/default/empty.gif/7a743266456c477771324d4141302b74?x
http://oascentral.fiercemarkets.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/fierceenergy/story/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02/885509839/BottomRight/default/empty.gif/7a743266456c477771324d4141302b74?x
http://www.fiercewireless.com/offer/kony_wirelesswebinar?source=listing
http://www.fierceenergy.com/library
http://oascentral.fiercemarkets.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/fierceenergy/story/story/coal-demand-draining-illinois-budget/2013-07-02/L18/250725394/Right2/F1Market/Stanford_FE_Right2_07012013_08012013/2013-6-1_FierceEnergy300x250.jpg/7a743266456c477771324d4141302b74?x
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/fierceenergy-travels-june-conference-circuit/2013-06-03
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/check-out-our-new-feature-and-sound/2013-05-30
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/memorial-day/2013-05-24
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/fortune-today-day-share-your-knowledge/2013-05-20
http://www.fierceenergy.com/story/consumers-favor-solar-over-smart-grid/2013-05-16
http://www.retech2013.com/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013smartgridhiringsurvey
http://www.fierceenergy.com/events
http://www.fiercesmartgrid.com/press-releases/accenture-partner-pepco-holdings-inc-phi-build-communications-network-manag
http://www.fiercesmartgrid.com/press-releases/openadr-alliance-selects-intertek-national-smart-grid-initiative-us
http://www.fiercesmartgrid.com/press-releases/smart-electric-vehicle-charging-will-necessitate-greater-utility-investment
http://www.fiercesmartgrid.com/press-releases/sc-launches-optimization-solution-improve-grid-efficiency-and-stability
http://www.fiercesmartgrid.com/press-releases/ceva-leads-israeli-smart-grid-consortium-advancement-smart-grid-technologie
http://www.fierceenergy.com/press-releases

