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One area resident’s views on the expanded impact of LEARN MORE »
fish kill

As Lee Ponton looked out across a bend in the stream
Monday afternoon, a dead fish floated down the creek.

As it floated by, it passed the bodies of two other fish, What Do You Think?

one trapped in the branches of a log and another baking i ) .

on the bank of the stream in afternoon sun. These fish August is National Sandwich Month. So,
represent an estimated 63,000 fish that suffocated to which condiment do you prefer on your
death in a recent fish-kill on stretch of Beaver Creek near sandwich?

Papineau. lllinois Environmental Protection Agency and
lllinois Department of Natural Resources Conversation
Police officials believe the fish-kill was caused by liquid
hog waste entering the stream. Evidence of this is clear
when looking at the creek. What had previously been a
pale green surface that a person could see right through
Fish kill is now a clouded dark brown brew that reveals nothing Vote View Results
aside from the occasional dead fish rising from its
depths. The creek also emits an unpleasant smell due to
the contamination. Ponton's family has lived along the
banks of this stream for 77 years and he himself has
farmed near the banks since 1971, working to preserve
as much of the wilderness along the banks of the creek
as much as he can. In all of the time Ponton has lived : S
near the creek, he has never seen it so devastated. Ad will end in 24 seconds

' "We've owned this property for 77 years, and in that time
| have seen six feet worth of snow, I've seen floods and
I've seen droughts, but I've never seen it as devastating
as this," Ponton said. He believes this situation is worse
than all of the others because the others were temporary
as droughts would break, snow would melt and floods
would recede. In this situation, the contamination must
be washed away from the creek, a process that could
take a great deal of time to be fully completed. For
Ponton and others along the banks, the condition of the
creek is upsetting. "It's devastating," Ponton said

Monday afternoon, while standing at one of the places
he and members of his family fish in the creek during the
year. He said the only other time he can recall of a
sizable fish-kill taking place on the creek in his lifetime
u was in 1977 when a severe freeze struck the creek and

many fish were trapped below the ice. But Ponton
doesn't believe the impact of the condition of the creek is
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Lee Ponton looks over the contaminated water of Beaver Creek

that runs through his property.

AP Video Feed

Homes

http://www.newsbug.info/watseka times republic/news/article 70fd86d0-dac7-11el1-af64-0019bb... &/23/2013



‘It’s devastating’ - Newsbug.info: News

limited to the the tens of thousands of fish that were
killed. Ponton pointed out that the condition of the creek impacts the entire ecosystem surrounding it. Various kinds
of wildlife, rabbits, squirrels and deer, all depend on the creek for water, while others, such as birds, depend on the
creek's fish for food. Yet, due to the contaminated nature of the creek as it is now, many of these creatures will have
to find other sources of food and water or risk drinking contaminated water. While Ponton feels that deer will likely be
able to find other sources of water in ponds, smaller animals like squirrels and rabbits will have a harder time making
the trek to find alternate sources of water. The human population of the area around the creek, which cuts through
some 40 acres of timber, will also be impacted by the situation. Ponton explained there were several people along
the creek, including hunting clubs, that fish and hunt near the river, and while some merely do it for recreation, others
do depend on the bounty of nature to sustain themselves. He believes the state of the creek will likely also drive
property values down for those who might be wishing to sell their houses along the creek. Overall, though, Ponton is
most concerned about the ability of the natural beauty around the creek being able to thrive with the river so
contaminated. "It's there to be enjoyed, not to be destroyed," he said. "It's heartbreaking, it's sickening." The entire
situation surrounding the creek has left Ponton and others asking one question: "Why did this happen?" As
investigators work to find the cause of the contamination, Ponton wants to be sure the party responsible for the liquid
hog waste entering the creek, is held responsible for the actions, intentional or not, and not simply given a "slap on
the wrist." Ponton gave the example of a bald eagle's nest that was recently discovered near the creek. He said the
IEPA told everyone that the nest was protected and anyone tampering with it would face penalties. Ponton believes
the wildlife living in and nearby the creek deserves a similar form of protection and those who have harmed that
wildlife should face similar penalties. Ponton is encouraging others who live along the affected area of the creek to
contact him in the hopes of setting up a meeting to establish a petition regarding the status of the creek and the
cause of it to be sent to the attorney general to raise awareness about the situation. For Ponton, protecting nature
around the creek is a matter of ensuring future generations will have the chance to enjoy it as the years go by. To
secure that natural beauty, he said, situations like this must be prevented in the future. He feels that an effort needs
to made to ensure state officials are aware of the situation so that proper punishment can be handed down to the
person or business responsible for the contamination of the creek and also to ensure that proper safeguards are put
in place to prevent it from ever happening again. Anyone wishing to contact Ponton can call him at 815-428-7401.
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Watch-E-Kee/Sugar Creek 2 & 3
Bedroom Homes for Rent or

@ Updated: August 21

KENTLAND: 405 N. 2nd St.; 3-4 bedrm, 2
full baths;

@ Updated: August 21

Morocco: Nice, 2-bedroom duplex.
Includes stove, refrigerator, and air-
conditioning. $465

$465

@ Updated: August 21

2BR,, all elec. stove/frig incl.
$550/month, $550/dep. ref. req. Pay

@ Updated: 11:31 am

SUNSET RIDGE APARTMENTS/DUPLEXES
@ Updated: 11:31 am

Madison Cottages of Rensselaer 2 and 3
bedroom apartments available.

@ Updated: 11:32 am
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