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FARM BILL PASSES WITH IMPORTANT CONSERVATION 
REQUIREMENT BUT STILL LEAVES US FEELING EMPTY

BY STACY JAMES
President Obama signed the 
long-awaited Farm Bill into law on 
February 7, 2014, bringing an end to 
a multi-year effort to pass the massive 
legislation. For three years, we met 
with legislators, wrote letters to the 
editor, and educated the public about 
the importance of  conservation on 
agricultural lands. Fortunately, we 
have something to celebrate: con-
servation compliance was linked to 
federal crop insurance subsidies.

If  you don’t know what I’m talking 
about, I’m deeply hurt because I’ve 
been reporting on our Farm Bill work 
since 2011! The linkage of  conser-
vation compliance to crop insurance 
means that more farms will be devel-
oping and implementing conservation 
plans. These plans require farmers to 
preserve wetlands and reduce erosion, 
which in turn benefit water quality 
and wildlife habitat.  Yippee! 

Conservation compliance originated 
in 1985, with the idea that farmers 
should provide the public with envi-
ronmental services in exchange for 
billions in federal subsidies they re-
ceive from taxpayers. A government 
policy success story, conservation 
compliance resulted in significantly 

less soil erosion and wetland destruc-
tion. But conservation compliance 
wasn’t linked to what has grown to 
be the largest farm subsidy: crop in-
surance. Therefore, the conservation 
community made it a priority to link 
compliance to insurance.  

The Farm Bill also includes the con-
servation easement and cost-share 
programs administered by the U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture.  These 
programs provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to farmers who vol-
untarily adopt conservation practices 
such as cover crops and buffer strips. 
Unfortunately, these programs took 
a hit in the Farm Bill as legislators 
sought to cut federal spending while 
still providing subsidies to farmers. 
In the coming years, there will be less 
funding for farmers seeking to enroll 
in federal conservation programs. We 
are concerned this will result in more 
sediment and fertilizer pollution in 
streams. No “Yippee!” for this one.

When Prairie Rivers Network began 
working on this Farm Bill, we had 
hopes of  accomplishing far more 
than what Congress passed. We 
wanted to expand the conservation 
compliance program to include more 

environmental benefits. In addition to 
protecting wetlands and preventing 
erosion, we wanted farmers to main-
tain buffers along streams and re-
duce fertilizer runoff. Unfortunately, 
the battle cry of  most conservation 
groups was quickly whittled down to 
about three priorities, of  which only 
one was achieved.  Not realizing a sig-
nificant game-changer after engaging 
in a multi-year effort causes us to ask, 
what next? If  we want agricultural 
policy reform that results in signifi-
cant improvements in water quality, 
perhaps the Farm Bill is not the best 
vehicle for accomplishing real change.

Skepticism aside, achieving a victory 
in the Farm Bill reinforces our cred-
ibility and serves as a precedent for 
future victories. And so we continue 
our efforts to reduce water pollution 
from agriculture by reforming the 
ethanol mandate of  the Renewable 
Fuels Standard, developing rules to 
reduce pollution from factory farms, 
and participating in Illinois’ Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy.

Thanks to those of  you who respond-
ed to our Farm Bill action alerts--we’ll 
need your help again in future chal-
lenges! //
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Prairie Rivers Network champions 
clean, healthy rivers and lakes and 
safe drinking water to benefit the 
people and wildlife of Illinois.

Drawing upon sound science and 
working cooperatively with others, we 
advocate public policies and cultural 
values that sustain the ecological 
health and biological diversity 
of water resources and aquatic 
ecosystems.
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GREETINGS FROM GLYNNIS

Prairie Rivers Network at Fifteen
This issue of  Prairie Rivers Notes 
includes our 2013 Annual Report. 
As I was helping Vickie (Operations 
Manager Vickie Nudelman) prepare 
the report, I realized that it was the 
fifteenth annual report of  Prairie 
Rivers Network, a name our Board 
of  Directors adopted for the 
organization in 1998, along with our 
current mission.

I was curious about what Prairie 
Rivers Network’s first annual report 
looked like, and I was delighted to find 
copies in our archives. I invite you to 
join me in reflecting on some of  the 
differences between the organization 
as it was then and now. Some of  them 
are striking: 

•	 Our annual budget is tenfold 
larger now than in 1998 ($77,000 
vs $770,000)

•	 Membership has grown from 
around 150 to over 900

•	 Staffing levels have increased from 
two full-time equivalents to ten

Less easy to quantify but equally 
impressive is the increased level of  
sophistication and influence of  our 
work. Today we are working on more 
aspects of  clean water and healthy 
rivers, and with more partners and 
capacity than ever before. We can 
credit this to the many things that 
have stayed constant for Prairie Rivers 
Network over the past fifteen years: 
talented staff, a visionary board of  
directors, and a loyal and dedicated 
membership. 

I recognize many of  the names on the 
donor list from 1998, many of  you are 
still with us now. The hard work and 

support of  so many over the years 
has kept Prairie Rivers Network on 
a trajectory of  growing strength and 
stability. We are well positioned to face 
the next fifteen years with optimism 
about achieving our goals.

Prairie Rivers Network in Chicago
This spring Prairie Rivers Network 
will increase our presence in Chicago 
when Water Policy Specialist Robert 
Hirschfeld moves there. He will 
continue his work on Asian carp and 
coordinating communications for all 
our programs. This move will improve 
ties with our many Chicago-based 
partners and provide the opportunity 
to grow and diversify our membership 
in the region. 

Leadership Transition
With mixed emotions I will be saying 
goodbye to my current role at Prairie 
Rivers Network, although not for 
some time. A fantastic professional 
opportunity for my husband will have 
our family moving to Lincoln, NE 
in the summer of  2015. Of  course, 
while change can be difficult, it is also 
an opportunity. I’m very pleased that 
I will be able to work with the board 
over a long transition period to find 
the right candidate for Prairie Rivers 
Network’s next Executive Director. 
With new leadership will come fresh 
ideas and energy to keep increasing 
the effectiveness of  Prairie Rivers 
Network. 

We’ll keep you apprised as the 
transition progresses. 

With warmest wishes,
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Prairie Rivers Network is Illinois’ advocate for clean water and healthy rivers.

We champion clean, healthy rivers and lakes and safe drinking water to benefit the 
people and wildlife of Illinois.



IMPROVING POLICIES

U.S. EPA ordered to set rules for safe 
disposal of toxic coal ash.

Coal ash is the second largest industrial waste stream in 
Illinois. Until we get new rules, it will continue to be han-
dled with little oversight, endangering water and public 
health. 

Prairie Rivers Network has been working with a national 
coalition to get these much-needed regulations. In 2013, 
a federal court ruled in our favor, ordering the U.S. EPA to 
develop new coal ash disposal rules.

Illinois proposed new comprehensive rules 
for the closure of coal ash dumps at coal-
fired power plants.

Pollution from coal ash has been found in the groundwa-
ter at every power plant examined in Illinois. For several 
years, Prairie Rivers Network has been investigating and 
highlighting pollution from coal ash dumps, leading to 
the development of critical new rules by the Illinois EPA 
that will help protect our water resources.

Exposing coal’s drain on the Illinois 
economy.

Prairie Rivers Network commissioned a report document-
ing state revenue related to the coal industry in Illinois, 
along with expenses and foregone revenue (through sub-
sidies and tax breaks). The net impact for 2011 was a drain 
of $20 million on the state budget.  

2013 Annual Report

Thanks to our members, supporters, staff and 
board of directors, Prairie Rivers Network contin-
ued its trajectory of growth in 2013. Our programs 
are strengthened by a growing network of people 
and organizations that allow us to have more in-
fluence in pursuit of clean water and healthy rivers 
in Illinois. I am so pleased to be able to share with 
you the evidence, in both progress and financial 
stability, of another strong year for Prairie Rivers 
Network.                 - Glynnis Collins, Executive Director
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PRN-founded Heartland Coalfield Alliance holds a “coal camp” 
training retreat to lead the charge against dirty coal.



Traci Barkley speaks to the press about coal ash pollution.

Growing support for addressing invasive 
species in our rivers. 

The man-made canal system in Chicago connects the 
Great Lakes with the Mississippi River basin, leaving both 
systems vulnerable to devastation from invasive fish, 
plants, and disease. 

Prairie Rivers Network has been working with a coalition 
of Illinois and Great Lakes organizations to promote major 
rehabilitation of Chicago’s waterways to restore the nat-
ural separation between the Great Lakes and Mississippi 
River basins. 

In June 2013, Governor Quinn publicly supported the 
idea, saying, “Ultimately, I think we have to separate the 
basins. I really feel that is the ultimate solution.”  

Plans for near-term structural improvements are under-
way. They will address the Asian carp threat while improv-
ing water quality and paving the way for full separation.

Ruling means more accountability for U.S. 
EPA on nutrient pollution.

Nutrient pollution from sewage treatment plants, farms, 
and city streets is fouling Illinois waters, killing aquatic life 
and causing the dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico.

The U.S. EPA has waffled for over a decade on setting le-
gal limits for this pollution. In 2013, a federal court ruled 
in our favor, requiring the agency to make a decision. This 
gives us leverage as we keep the pressure on EPA to use 
all their available tools to reduce nutrient pollution.

Moratorium on new sand mines in LaSalle 
County provides time to improve mining 
operations affecting the Illinois River.

The Illinois River has seen a boom in sand mining because 
it is one of the few places in the U.S. with sand that is the 
right texture for use in hydraulic fracturing (fracking) op-
erations. 

Unfortunately, the moratorium came after the LaSalle 
County Board approved a controversial new mining op-
eration adjacent to Starved Rock State Park; Prairie Rivers 
Network and our partners continue to fight that project. 

Now we are working with other groups, citizen activists, 
and governments to craft improved planning for sand 
mining and the protection of natural corridors along the 
Illinois River.

Robert Hirschfeld gathering stories and pictures along the 
Illinois river to highlight the impact of invasive species.
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PRN continues to educate farmers on conservation practices 
like these “Women Caring for the Land” workshop participants. 



PROTECTING LAND AND WATER

Illinois and Mississippi Rivers 
Chicago’s Stickney sewage treatment plant (the largest 
in the nation) will finally start removing phosphorus and 
nitrogen pollution from its wastewater thanks in part to 
years of pressure and a federal lawsuit by Prairie Rivers 
Network and our partners. 

The Stickney plant is a major source of nutrient pollution 
in the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers, and ultimately to the 
Gulf of Mexico Dead Zone. 

Vermilion County and the Salt Fork River
The proposed Bulldog coal mine in East-Central Illinois 
would have taken water from the Salt Fork River to wash 
coal and then discharged polluted water back to the river.

We worked with residents and advocates to slow the de-
velopment of the coal mine: the Village of Homer will not 
sell water from the Salt Fork River, a proposed railroad 
spur needed for transporting coal was blocked, and  leas-
ing of mineral rights has slowed. 

Big Bureau Creek 
More farmers in the Big Bureau Creek watershed north of 
Peoria have incorporated cover crops and grassed water-
ways into their farms thanks to our outreach efforts. These 
practices decrease soil erosion and nutrient pollution.

Perhaps more importantly, these “early adopters” serve as 
examples to their neighbors, helping spread the use of 
these practices in the community.

Chicago and Calumet Rivers 
In fall 2013, Chicago’s Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District broke ground on new sewage disinfection fa-
cilities at two of its plants that discharge to the Chicago 
and Calumet Rivers. As a result of pressure by a large 
coalition that included Prairie Rivers Network, these 
plants will pollute less, making the rivers much safer for 
recreation.

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK

Member support makes river protection possible. Thank you.
Photo - Chris Young

The Dixon Waterfowl Refuge is a piece of paradise hidden away. 
A showpiece of what Illinois once looked like. And could again.

River otters enjoy a day on the river.  
Photo - Harold Hopkins via Vermilion County Conservation District

Spotted salamander at the Middle Fork Woods Nature Preserve.
Photo - Rob Kanter



Revenue and Support

Donations  $166,896
Grants  $453,454
Investment Income  $481
In-Kind Donations & Reimbursements  $16,302
Sales & Miscellaneous Revenue  $9,150

Total Revenue  $646,283

Expenses

Programs Salaries  $305,907
Programs Taxes & Benefits  $48,230
Direct Programs Costs  $286,918
Fundraising (including salaries & taxes/benefits)  $92,271
Management/General (including salaries & taxes/benefits)  $41,665

Total Expenses  $774,991

Net Assets*

Beginning of year  $539,157
End of year  $410,449

Membership and Fiscal Management
Prairie Rivers Network’s revenue comes 
mainly from private foundation grants 
(70% of 2013 revenue, some of which is 
earmarked for 2014 spending) and mem-
ber donations (25% of 2013 revenue). Over 
80% of 2013 expenditures were in pursuit 
of our clean water and healthy river pro-
grams. Fundraising and administrative 
operations combined accounted for 17% 
of spending.

Over the past ten years, the organization 
has experienced a compounded annual 
growth rate of over 10%.

*Net assets at the beginning of the year include 
grant funds received in previous years earmarked 
for work in 2013. Similarly, net assets at the end of 
the year include grant funds earmarked for 2014 
work. 

Our finances are audited each year by an inde-
pendent certified accountant and are available 
upon request. Our Federal 990 tax forms are also 
available upon request or through guidestar.org.

Statement of Activities

for the year ended December 31, 2013

STRENGTHENING THE  NETWORK OF RIVER ADVOCATES

Heartland Coalfield Alliance

Founded by Prairie Rivers Network in 2010, the Heartland 
Coalfield Alliance continues to grow. The Alliance works 
to “reduce impacts from dirty coal mining, coal burning 
and coal waste disposal while promoting cleaner, more 
sustainable and affordable energy solutions.” 

In June, we welcomed over 75 people from eight states to a 
retreat in Southern Illinois. Leaders from across the nation 
worked with attendees to build skills, networks, and cam-
paigns to ensure that the true costs of coal are borne by 
the industry as we work to create a cleaner energy future. 

River Bend Wildland Trust 

Over the past two years, Prairie Rivers Network convened 
habitat conservation groups working along the Mississippi 

River in Illinois to foster better identification of needs and 
coordination of activities. An early outcome of the work 
was the formation of a new land trust targeting important 
river bottomland habitat in the Quad Cities area.

Sharing Compelling River Stories

In June 2013, staff members Elliot Brinkman and Robert 
Hirschfeld paddled stretches of the Illinois River from Chi-
cago to St. Louis as part of a new storytelling and media 
initiative. Carrying cameras and microphones, they met 
with members of our network throughout the state, cap-
turing interviews, videos, and photos of those who work, 
live, and play along the river. Using new communications 
media will help us reach bigger and broader audiences.

2013 ANNUAL REPORT



Community Partners
A special thank you to our community 
partners. We encourage you to support 
and thank those businesses and 
organizations that protect our rivers and 
streams.

Businesses
Platinum $5,000 and above
McKenzie Wagner, Inc.*

Gold $1,000–$4,999
Fox Development Corporation *
The Highdive 
Marco Technical Documentation 
Patagonia-Enviro Department 
UpClose Marketing and Printing *

Silver $500–$999
Blue Moon Farm 
Common Ground Food Co-op 
First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust 
Paul’s Machine & Welding Corporation 

Bronze $250–$499
Anderson Farms 
Champaign Surplus *
Champaign Telephone Company 
Progressive Asset Management 
Lisa Janes, Silver Lux Photography **

Members $50–$249
A.M.S. Incorporated 
Busey Bank Investment Group 
CDC Paper & Janitor Supply 
Country Road Greenhouse 
Creative Water Gardens 
International Galleries *
Simplified Computers *
The Chicago Community Trust 

Groups/Public Entities

Bangs Lake Advisory Committee
Champaign County Audubon Society 
Ezra Levin Foundation
First Presbyterian Church of Urbana +
Laborers Local Union #393 
Middlefork Audubon Society 
National Wildlife Federation 
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Robeson Family Benefit Fund 
Salt Fork River Partners 
Sierra Club, Prairie Group 
UIUC Hydrologists in Action +
Unitarian Universalist Church of Urbana-

Champaign 
Vermilion County Conservation District 

Grantors

Alliance for the Great Lakes 
The Educational Foundation of America 
The Energy Foundation 
Grand Victoria Foundation 
The Lumpkin Family Foundation 
The McKnight Foundation 
National Wildlife Federation 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund 
Rockefeller Family Fund 
Women, Food, and Agriculture Network 

Stephanie and Ralph Alexander
The Bales Family
Irene and Clark Bullard
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Bill Davey
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Jane and Eric Freyfogle
John B. Gilpin
Nancy Goodall
Bruce Hannon
Patricia Hannon
DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Jim Heins
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Dixie and Gary Jackson
Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Kim Kramer and Melissa Orlie

Annette and Charles Lansford
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey
Chris and David Main
Diane and John Marlin
Robert J. McKim
Jon McNussen
Jean and David Nanney
Sharon and Jack Paxton
Michael Rosenthal
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
Bruce Semans
Trent Shepard
Cecily Smith and David Delaney
Bill Van Hagey
Sherry Weaver
Sherrill and Richard Worthen

The Bruce Hannon Friends of Illinois Rivers recognizes those members who have pledged an  
annual gift of $1,000 or more to sustain the work of Prairie Rivers Network into the future.

Thank You Members and Supporters!
We are grateful to our donors and 
funders, especially those who have been 
with us for many years. Your support en-
sures that the fight for clean and healthy 
rivers is carried on, and that the voices 
of the people make it to Springfield and 
Washington D.C. to combat the special 
interests that would avoid accountabil-
ity for polluting and degrading natural 
resources.

If you are just getting to know Prairie 
Rivers Network, we invite you to visit 
our website at prairierivers.org and 
follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.

com/PrairieRiversNetwork) or Twitter (@
PrairieRivers). These are also great places 
to connect with others who share your 
interest in clean water, wildlife, and river 
recreation.

If you have any questions or sugges-
tions, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch!

B R U C E  H A N N O N

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK



Headwaters Circle 
$5,000 and above

Irene and Clark Bullard 
Jane and Eric Freyfogle 
Chris and David Main 
Dannyl Dolder and  

Bruce Semans 

Legacy Circle 
$2,500–$4,999

William J. Davey 
Anne Ehrlich 
Nancy Goodall 
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey 

River Protectors 
$1,000–$2,499

Stephanie and  
Ralph Alexander 

Janice M. Bahr 
Sandy Bales 
Mrs. Walter Brissenden 
Ellyn and David Bullock 
Glynnis Collins and  

Nick Brozovic 
David C. Eades 
Susan Lannin and  

Albert Ettinger 
Jean Flemma + and  

John Epifanio
Susan Vitka and  

Peter Fox-Penner 
Jed Gerdes 
John Gilpin 
Carol Livingstone and  

Daniel Grayson ++
DiAnne and Terry Hatch 
Jim Heins 
Susan and Lewis Hopkins 
Dixie and Gary Jackson +
Anna Johnson 
Kim Kramer and Melissa Orlie 
Annette H. and  

Charles L. Lansford 
Diane and John Marlin ++
Robert J. McKim 
Jon McNussen 
Jean and David Nanney ++
Sharon and Jack Paxton 
Ann and Joseph Petry 
Michael D. Podolsky 
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss 
Annice Moses and  

Michael Rosenthal 
Trent Shepard 
William Van Hagey 
Sherry M. Weaver 
Carol Wock

River Stewards 
$500–$999

Sandra Ahten and Kevin Elliott 
Sandra and George Batzli ++
Maggie Bruns 
Charlotte Bryan 
Janet Gates Conover and  

Joe Conover, in honor of 
Bruce and Patricia Hannon

Glenda Danner 
Mariya and Max Dayan 

Catherine Grosso and  
Stephen Gasteyer 

Bruce Hannon 
Patricia Hannon 
Karen Carney and  

Rob Kanter +
Betsy and Peter Kuchinke 
Bruce Loveless 
Cora Musial 
Helen M. Parker 
Mare and Jim Payne 
Anne Robin 
Brenda and Keith Rohl ++
Joy Schmoll *
Elizabeth Shack 
Cecily Smith and  

David Delaney 
Sue and Tom Smith ++
Kim Smith and David Skadden 
Lucy Whalley and  

Dennis Wandell 
W.J. Wilson

River Guardians 
$250–$499

Anonymous 
Joyree and Brad Allen ++
Van Allison 
Karen and Brian Anderson 
Janice Ashwood 
Joyce Blumenshine and  

David Trachtenberg 
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens, 

in memory of Michael Scully
Linda and John Braden 
Carolyn Casady-Trimble and 

Ralph Trimble 
Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and 

Frank DiNovo 
Olivia Dorothy 
Brenda and Wayland Eheart 
Barbara Gerdes ++
Liza and Ned Goldwasser 
Lois and Ernest Gullerud 
Andrew Gulya 
Wendy Heller and M.J. Walker 
Steve Jurgens 
Wenche Nonaas and  

Bruce Karmazin 
Cloydia and Rick Larimore 
Janice and Bruce Larson 
Holly Rosencranz and  

Warren Lavey 
Theresa and Bruce Michelson 
Barbara Morgan and  

Charles Zukoski 
Janak Patel 
Janise and Christopher Phillips 
Deborah and Stephen Rugg 
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals 
Mary and Bill Severinghaus 
Julie and David Sherwood +
Guy Smith 
Ruth and Rip Sparks 
Richard Stout 
Sheila and Jeremiah D. Sullivan 
William C. Sullivan 
Carol and David Thomas 
Cynthia Skrukrud and  

Thomas Von Geldern 
Shirley and William Walker 
Tina Gunsalus and  

Michael Walker 
Judy Argentieri and Ben Watts 
Sue Feldman and  

C. Pius Weibel 

Beth Wentzel and Todd Ambs
Rachel Whitaker and  

Stephen Wald 
Jane and David C. White 
Barbara Wysocki and  

Dwain Berggren 
 

River Sustainers 
$100–$249 

Anonymous (4) 
Amy Allen 
Crystal Allen 
Marianne Alleyne 
Janet and Ansel Anderson 
Fran and Marc Ansel 
Charlotte and Walter Arnstein 
Ann and Hal Barnhart 
Nina and Carl Barron 
Carol Spindel and Tom Bassett 
Katherine Baylis 
Sandra and Peter Beak 
Alicia and David Beck 
Clifton Bergeron 
Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey 
Richard L. Bishop 
Jessica Brinkman and  

Jamar Smith 
Sean Britt +
Patricia and Charles Bruns 
Joan Bryan 
Jessica and Bruce Bryan 
Richard Cahill 
Susan and Merlin Calhoun 
Marilyn Campbell ++
Brian Carney 
Janice and Robert Carney 
Barbara Childers 
Thelma Collins 
Megan and Sam Cox 
Nancy and Stephen Cox ++
Lori Raetzman and  

Charles Davies 
Champ Davis 
Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue 
Nancy and Fred Delcomyn 
Ruth and John Dencker 
Amy Dickinson 
Marci Dodds and  

Cody Sokolski 
Margaret Miller and  

Scott Dossett 
Maggie Dougherty-Roberts 
Lorraine and  

Terrance Downing 
Karyl Dressen 
Duane T. Dust 
Jennifer Ellis 
Karen Ennen and  

David O`Brien 
John Epifanio 
Tracy Evans and  

Andrzej Bartke 
Ellen Flemma 
Karen and Michael Folk 
Viktoria Ford and  

Stephen Kaufman 
Rachel Fowler 
Peggy Lynn and  

Corey Goldthorpe 
Allison Goodwell +
Jeanne Goodwell 
Jennifer and Bill Goran 
Katie Poulos and Steve Gough 
Janet Elaine Guthrie 
Rudy Habben 
Kathy and Richard Harden 

Sue and Dick Harris 
Jenny and Richard Harvey 
Sara B. Hiser 
Walter Hoffmann 
Ann Holt-Harris 
Marie Gambach and  

Joe Hooker 
Cynthia Hoyle and  

Sheldon Katz 
Marvin Hubbell 
Robert Hudson 
Philip Hult 
Heidi Hurd and Michael Moore 
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes 
Sharon Irish 
Christine Jenkins and  

Susan Searing 
Helen Agallianos and  

Eric Johnson 
Bryan Johnsrud 
Barbara A. Kanter and 

Raymond Para 
Rosemary and Robert Kanter 
David and Marilyn Kay +
Susan and Ron Kiddoo 
Beverly and George H. Kieffer 
John Kilday 
Linda and Grear Kimmel 
Peggy Patten and  

Todd Kinney ++
Melony Barrett and  

Chris Korose 
Loretta and Wayne LaFave 
Gregory Lambeth 
Betty and Harold Lareau 
Jeannie Austin and  

Richard Lazarus 
Greg Leston 
Jane and Raymond Leuthold 
Geoffrey Levin 
Karen Evans Levy and  

Stuart Levy 
Linda Lorenz 
Barbara Lourance 
Leigh Marcotte 
Peter Marks 
Ann and David Marriott 
Marion McCarthy 
David McNussen 
Stephen Metruck 
Karen Metz and  

Pat Weatherhead 
Carla Caceres and Craig Milling 
Jane and Walter Myers 
Vickie and Brian Nudelman +
Randy Nyboer 
Carey and Kirby Pascus 
M. Patel, M.D. 
Bob Pearse 
Jacquie Hill and David Plath 
The Plutchak Family 
Robin Sahner and  

Bruce Reznick 
Barbara Eychaner and  

Tom Richardson 
Marlyn Rinehart and  

Nick Rinehart 
Rebecca Roach and  

Gerry Walter 
Marise Robbins-Forbes and 

Guy Forbes 
Mary Ann and Orville Rohl 
Julie Roland 
Verlyn and  

Paul C. Rosenberger 
John Rutherford 
Marya Ryan 
Beth and Tod Satterthwaite 

Catherine Schmidt-Jones and 
Douglas Jones 

Peter J. Schweinsberg 
Virginia and David Scott 
Leslie Shad and  

Joseph Brennan 
Vicki Rowe and Cliff Shipley 
Joyce and Elliott Slutzky 
Nancy Stagg ++
Rob Stanton 
Mary and Glenn Stech 
William Stewart 
Bonnie and Bob Switzer 
John R. Thompsen 
Dave Thornton 
Tori Trauscht 
Terri Treacy 
Patricia VerStrat 
Sandra and Bill Volk 
Lynn and Ira Wachtel 
Christopher Wilcock 
Amy Wildermuth and  

Gwen Foster 
Sandra and William Wilson 
Alex Winter-Nelson 
Ferdinand Wipachit 
Gretka and Ralph Wolfe 
Gaye Wong 
Martha and Ronald Young 
Katie Zimmerman 

Friends $50–$99

John Abelson 
Antonio Acevedo 
Mary Jo Adams 
Charlene Anchor 
Michael Ander 
Linda Lee Erwin and  

Gilbert Keith Appler 
Kurt Austin 
Martin Bailey 
Cathy and Robert Baird 
Ceal Bacom and Tim Bannon 
Clare and Bruce Barkley 
Anne Bartlett 
Frank Beal 
Kimeri and Tom Beck 
Alice Berkson 
Vivian Biegaj 
Mary A. Blair 
Marie Bohl 
Alice Brandon 
Catherine Bridgeford ++
Lois and Gerald Brighton 
Donna and Frank Brinkman 
Stephany and  

Elliot Brinkman +
Raymon M. Brown 
Martha Brown 
Steve Buck 
Ann and Bob Burger 
Jayne and Chip Burkhardt 
Roy Campbell 
Yong Cao 
Gretchen Knapp and  

Angelo Capparella 
Diane and James Carter 
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant 
Beth Chato 
Anna and Garland Conner 
Kristen and Kirk Conrad 
Mary and Brian Cook 
Jane and Don Creason 
Cathy and Jeff Cunningham 
Janet B. Davis 
Terry L. Davis 
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Bridget and Chris Dees 
Margaret Deming 
Paula and Dan Deneen 
Brenda and Ron Dilts 
Victoria Pifalo and  

Kieran Donaghy 
Dennis Dreher 
Cathy Edmiston 
James Ellis 
Eric Erl 
Robin Kearton and Tom Faux 
Christine and Cody Favilla 
Kathleen and Edward Feser 
Cara Finnegan and  

John Murphy 
Susan and Tim Forsyth 
Cherie and Bob Foster 
Debbie and Chuck Frank 
Rita Frese 
Beverly A. Friese 
Mike Fullerton 
Kenneth Gentry 
Robin and Bruce Goettel 
Karen and Bob Goodwell 
Elizabeth and Don Greeley 
Heather and Fran Harty 
John Hassett 
Kay Hodson 
Mary Hodson 
Jan and Ken Holder 
Margaret and  

Charles Hollowell 
Marie Howard-Fabrizio 
John Hughes 
Steve Hurst 
Ray Hutcherson 
Audrey Ishii and  

Charlie Smyth 
Naomi and Eric Jakobsson 
Leslie R. Cooperband and 

Wes M. Jarrell 
Elizabeth Beauchamp-Johns 

and Bryan Johns 
Libby Johnston 
Rhonda Jurinak 
Lois Kain 
Bryon and Kim Kemper 
Duane Kimme 
Wes King 
Robert Kirchner 
Andrea R. Klein 
Antje and Edward Kolodziej 
Susan and Curtis Krock 
Jennifer Hines and  

Robert Krumm 
Carol and William Kubitz 
Robert Larson 
Sheri Latash 
Emily Laugesen 
Rosemary Laughlin ++
Derek Liebert 
Emma Little 
Penni Livingston 
Julie and Daniel Long 
Melanie Loots 
Jean and Lindell Loveless 
Devin Mannix 
Laura McCallister 
Jamie McGowan 
Barbara McKasson 

Julie McMahon 
Jay E. Meeker 
Brian Miller 
Brenda Molano and  

Mary Ann Feist 
Robert J. Moore 
Lonnie Morris 
Diane Moyerman 
Marcia and Randall Nelson 
Anna Nesbitt 
John Norris 
John North 
David Novak 
Martin Nudelman, in memory 

of Gloria Nudelman 
Diane and Tom O`Rourke 
Stacy and Dan Olson 
Robert L. Overturf 
Jean Paley 
Thomas Peters 
Mary Wallace and Raymond 

Plante 
Jen and Wayne Politsch 
Nancy Pagaduan and  

John Popovics 
Lee Price 
Maeve Reilly 
Patty Riggins 
William A. Roberts 
Ann and Bob Romadka 
Leslie and Jim Rose 
Kim and Steve Royal 
Matthew Russell 
Ray P. Ruthenberg 
Jeffrey Sanders 
Eva Ginsburg and  

Steven Scher 
Mark W. Schmidt 
Daniel Schneider 
Dennis M. Schwank 
Candy and John Scott 
Annie and Elena Sherwood 
Kai and Noa Sherwood 
Beth Shirk 
Kathleen Zurkowski and 

James Simeone 
Melvyn A. Skvarla 
Melissa Smith 
Campbell Smith 
Winton U. Solberg 
Mary Kay Solecki and  

John Taft 
Case Sprenkle +
Regina Stefanelli and  

Lance Neeper
Lois Steinberg 
Pnina and Gadi Steiner 
Judith and Darrell Struck 
Jennifer Sublett 
Stan Summers 
Bette Tambling 
Christopher Taylor 
Nancy and John Taylor 
Edward Tichenor 
Laurel Toussaint and Tom Bik 
Matthew Vernau 
Wayne L. Wagner Sr. 
Ruth S. Walker 
Brian Wallen 
Diane and James Wardrop 

JoAnn and Leroy Wehrle 
Allison and Rob Weintrob 
Barbara Welsch 
Berta and Don Wendel +
Deb Aronson and  

Benjamin Williams 
Chad Williams 
Tony Wong

Donors $1–$49

Anonymous
Megan Acevedo 
Nate Adams +
Rummana Alam 
Connie and David Almy 
Tom Anastasio 
Jennifer Anderson 
Farley Andrews *
Richard Atterberry 
Anna Barnes and  

David Riecks 
Gretchen and Roger Batz 
Kim Bauman 
Mary Beck 
John Beck 
Jean Belt 
Vicki Benson 
Sarah and Eric Benson +
Steven Benton 
Sarah Berastegui-Vidalle +
Peter Berger 
Christopher Berti 
Eileen Borgia 
Nick and Genese Bouchard 
Susan Braxton 
Marian Huhman and  

David Buchner 
Rhoda Sherwood and  

David Buckholdt 
Elizabeth Burnette 
Michael and Lucienne Burrus 
David Ceperley 
Sayo Chaoka 
Namjeong Choi +
Donna Cline 
Trudi Crouser 
Sam Cullop 
Ramona Curry 
Sharon Davidson 
Susan Enscore and  

Donald Davis 
Chris Delis 
Myrna Dickinson 
Craig Eckert 
Janette Eichfeld 
Albert England 
Katie and Todd Esker 
Leon Follmer 
Ryan A. Freeberg 
John Paul Gage 
Ilona and Darwin Gillan 
Bonny Graham 
Marcia Gruschow 
Jody Hanger and  

Chris Hannauer 
Bill Hechler 
Jodi Heckel 
Don and Babette Hiles 
Jacob Hoots 
James W. Howlett 

Julia and Rob Humphries 
Andrea Jackson 
Douglas Jackson 
JoAnn Jacoby 
Barbara Jauhola 
George Johannesen 
Louise Johns 
Tom Johnson 
Gwen Jones 
Ingrid and Michael Kammin +
Lori Sommer and John Kanter 
Nathan Kebede 
Eric Keeley 
Nancy and Dennis Kern 
Mary and Richard Klatt 
Philip J. Koerner 
Dorothy Koster 
Margaret and Ed Krol 
Jane Block and Paul Kruty 
Jennifer Kustwin 
Donald R. Ladzinski 
Jennifer Lairo 
DonnaJean and  

Lawrence P. Lanciotti 
Tanja and Ken Larimore 
Dave Larsen 
Chuan Li 
Paul Littelton 
Richard Litzler 
Genevieve Long and  

Keith Schinkoeth +
Michael Longo 
Miranda Machula 
Chloe Machula +
Linda and Roy Mahnesmith 
Debra and Phil Mankin 
Maureen and Philip Marcy *
Anne Martel 
Joyce Mast 
Jeffrey Matthews 
Linda McCrone 
Randy McDaniels 
Fran and Steve McDowell ++
Beth McKee 
Gary Mechanic *
Lindsey Mendelson +
Lisa Merrifield 
Maureen Michael 
Charles C. Monson 
Viviana Morales +
Rudolf Mortimer 
Mary and Thomas Murphy ++
Mark Nelson 
Curtis Nesler 
Paul Noel +
Art Norris *
Alan Nudelman 
Geraldine O`Laughlin 
Robert Olshansky 
Howard Oneil 
George W. Ordal 
Larry Payne 
Jamie and Eric Peterson 
Sigrid and Alan Pilgrim 
David L. Plotner 
Sandy and Alan Poletti 
Brittany Poletti +
Anita Povich 
Marcia Powell and  

Bob Lawrason 
Andrew Rehn +

Leslie and James Risatti ++
Katherine Romans 
Lisa Salinas *
Santiago Santacruz +
William Saylor 
Violet and Paul Schroeder 
Linda and Paul Schutt 
Theresa Scott 
Sandy and Ed Silverman 
Patricia Simpson 
Mary J. Sleeth 
Audrey Ishii and  

Charlie Smyth 
John Spampamato *
Carole and Norton Spencer 
Hal Sprague 
Jeff Stein 
Carol Steinman 
Brian Stolt 
Marian Stone 
Bruce Stromberg 
Stephanie and  

Stephen Sutton ++
Shirley L. Taylor 
Leonard Thomas *
Daniel Thompson 
Judy Tolliver 
Jonathan Tomkin 
Dana Walker 
Adva Waranyuwat 
Patricia Weiner 
Nancy E. Westcott 
John Wierschem 
Beth Wohlgemuth 
Donald Wuebbles 
Zoe Zaloudek 
Linda Zimmerman 

Boneyard Clean-Up

Debby Auble, Ward & 
Associates

Clark Dietz 
Foth Infrastructure and 

Environment 
Dan Marker, Hickory Point 

Bank 
Illinois-American Water 

Company 
Midwest Engineering and 

Testing, Inc. 
Robeson Family Benefit Fund

Others

Earth Share Illinois 
Schnucks E-Scrip Program 
United Way of Central Illinois 

Volunteers
Joe Brehm
David Delgado
Megan Johns
Amy Liu
Lindsey Mendelson
Nick Moraski
Lee Price
Rebecca Carcagno Rodriguez
Tyler Rotche
Joy Schmoll

* In-kind supporter
**In-kind and monetary supporter
+ Member of Run for Your Rivers fundraising team
++ Made a donation in memory of Charles Goodall

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our supporter recognition. We apologize for any errors and urge you to notify us of any corrections.
Thank you!
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SPEAK UP FOR STRONG COAL ASH RULES

BY TRACI BARKLEY

All too often, the producers of  dirty energy leave nearby 
communities (and state taxpayers) a final, parting gift - a 
massive bill for the cleanup of  toxic wastes contaminating 
rivers and drinking water.

Burning coal in power plants emits unhealthy gases and 
soot. It also leaves behind massive piles of  coal ash that 
is stored nearby in pits. Under Illinois law, these pits can 
remain in place indefinitely, often perched precariously 
along rivers and above aquifers. Even well-constructed pits 
leak after a few decades. Poorly constructed ones leak much 
sooner, carrying concentrated toxins—arsenic, cadmium, 
mercury—into soils and waters.  Leakage is usually slow, 
steady, and invisible.  But heavy rains and floods can rewrite 
the script. They did in North Carolina early this year, when 
a collapsed retaining wall sent 82,000 tons of  ash into the 
Dan River, causing massive death to fish and other aquatic 
life. The estimated clean-up cost?  Almost $1 billion. 

Illinois is home to 24 coal-fired plants. Ash dumps leak at 
every one of  them.  Many are near rivers or over groundwater 
aquifers, a consequence of  thirsty power plants needing 
easy access to water.  And the coal ash continues to pile 
up.  Illinois power plants produce 4. 4 million tons of  
ash per year.  In addition, Illinois has become a dumping 
ground for coal ash from other states—at least 6 states at 
the moment—in part because of  weak ash-handling rules. 

In March, a crowd of  river advocates gathered near 
Oakwood, Illinois, to highlight this danger and to urge 
state action.  They came to the treasured Middle Fork of  
the Vermilion River, home to river otters and bald eagles, 
and the state’s only National Scenic River.  Nearby were 
the mothballed Vermilion Power Station and its three 
associated waste dumps. The pits lie in the Middle Fork’s 
floodplain. Two of  the pits were built without liners.  All 
are vulnerable to flooding, erosion, and the subsidence of  
underlying coal mine voids.  The slow contamination has 
already begun.  The catastrophe still awaits, with some 3 
million cubic yards of  deadly ash and slurry poised to rush 
downstream.

Aware of  the problem, the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency is seeking public comment on draft 

rules governing this “coal combustion waste.”  The rules 
would specify where and how coal ash can be stored. They 
would require site operators to develop various plans to 
monitor groundwater, to reduce and mitigate leaks, and to 
seal ash dumps when full. 

These proposed rules are a useful step but not at all 
adequate, not to protect the many homes and businesses 
that depend on clean water, nor to conserve treasured 
rivers such as the Middle Fork. In the case of  pits that leak, 
that are poorly built or that lie next to rivers, the ash needs 
to be moved to higher, drier locations and stored in better-
built pits with longer lives.  And the cost of  this needs to be 
paid by the companies that generated the wastes.

Fortunately, Illinois citizens are making clear their 
objections to these rules, with Prairie Rivers Network at 
the forefront.  At a February hearing before the Pollution 
Control Board, environmental advocates pushed to make 
the rules stronger and more protective.  They called for the 
relocation of  wastes in dangerous locations and for greater 
attention to the long-term stability of  pits. They insisted 
that coal-ash generators give sufficient proof  that they can, 
over the long term, pay for the clean-up, closure, and post-
closure monitoring of  their facilities. 

As for what is at stake in Illinois, it is worth considering that 
the North Carolina ash spill—headline news around the 
country and with a price tag reaching $1 billion—involved 
an ash pit storing 155 million gallons of  waste. Illinois 
is littered with coal ash pits many times this size. The 
Dynegy Vermilion plant hosts coal ash dumps containing 
945 million gallons. Another of  Dynegy’s plants on the 
Kaskaskia River holds over five billion gallons, more than 
30 times as much as the North Carolina ash pit!

The Pollution Control Board will hold additional 
hearings on their proposed rules in Chicago on May 
14 and 15.  It needs to hear from citizens.  Prairie 
Rivers Network will be there, as will others.   To get 
information on the hearings—and to submit written 
comments—go to prairierivers.org/take-action.//
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CHECK OUR ONLINE EVENTS CALENDER FOR THESE EVENTS AND MORE

Earn Money for Prairie Rivers Network while you 
shop at Schnucks - prairierivers.org/schnucks

UPCOMING EVENTS//
EARTH DAY 

April 22

Earth Day is a great opportunity to make a 
difference, introduce a friend to our rivers, 
and renew your commitment to being a good 
steward!

EARTH DAY HAPPY HOUR

April 22

Escobar’s in Champaign

CONSERVATION AND THE  

2014 FARM BILL

April 23, 5:30–7:30 pm

Alice Campbell Alumni Center Ballroom
601 S Lincoln Ave, Urbana 

RUN FOR YOUR RIVERS 

ILLINOIS MARATHON

April 25 & 26

Run, walk, or donate.
prairierivers.org/run

MAHOMET AQUIFER  

SOLE-SOURCE DESIGNATION  

EPA PUBLIC HEARING

May 13 or 14, 7:30–9:30 pm

May 13 at Hilton Garden Inn in Champaign
May 14 at Freedom Hall in Morton

RIVERWATCH TRAININGS 

April–May

www.ngrrec.org/News-Stories/
RiverwatchWorkshops_sp2014/

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED

Renew your membership or become a new member today.
prairierivers.org/membership

RIVER RALLY

May 30–June 2

Pittsburgh, PA
www.riverrally.org

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK  

HAPPY HOUR

June 6

Champaign-Urbana Location: TBA

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK’S 

ANNUAL DINNER

Oct 10

Please share this newsletter with a friend when you are done.


