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Protecting Illinois’ Rivers for People, Fish, and Wildlife

HOW TO STOP A COAL MINE

BY TYLER ROTCHE

Canton-area residents are celebrating
after winning an eight-year battle
to halt the North Canton coal strip
mine — successfully protecting Fulton
County communities and their right

to clean watet.

The strip mine would have polluted
Lake,
drinking water supply for more than
20,000 people. Residents also cited a
long list of other threats posed by the

Canton endangering  the

mine that were inadequately addressed
through the regulatory process.

The hard-fought victory by the Canton
for Environmental
Clubs Heart of

Illinois Group, and other clean water

Area Citizens
Issues, Sierra
advocates is a testament to the power
of communities when they stand
together to assert their basic rights.
The
to block the strip mine

successful effort
serves as an inspiration
to those facing similar
threats across the state.

Polluting a Public Water
Supply

The North Canton Strip
Mine, to be operated

by Capital Resources

Development Company, LLC, would
have been the first strip mine in
Illinois allowed to discharge pollution
into a public water supply. While many
would expect essential resources like
Canton Lake to be a top priority for
protection, the state-issued permit
authorized the strip mine to locate just
over a mile upstream, compromising
the drinking water for more than
half of Fulton County’s residents
and placing an undue burden on the
Canton water treatment plant and

local tax payers.
An Irresponsible Operator

The Capital
Resources, is an affiliate of Springfield

mining  company,
Coal Company LLC, a notorious
rogue operator that has racked up
hundreds

sites for illegal and dangerous water

of violations at other
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pollution. Over the course of just

8 years at the Industry Mine in
Schuyler and McDonough counties,
Springfield Coal Co. violated their
water pollution permit over 600
times! Yet that abysmal record did
not dissuade the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources (IDNR) from
authorizing the mine and jeopardizing

Canton’s drinking water.

A Lengthy Legal Battle —
Funded by Bake Sales

The North Canton coal mine was
originally permitted by the state of
1llinois in 2008. A subsequent appeal
by local residents went through five
years of review before IDNR finally
denied the permit in
2013, pronouncing that
it failed
identify and protect a
branch  of
Creek, a tributary to
Lake  which
Capital Resources had

to correctly
Copperas
Canton

dismissed as “Ravine 6.”

//continued on page 11//
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FAREWELL FROM GLYNNIS

prairieriversnetwork

After ten years with Prairie Rivers
Network, it is difficult for me to say
farewell. I've been tremendously
inspired and grateful to work with this
talented group of members, partners,
staff and board. As I head west with
my family this summer (Nebraska
ho!), I'm happy to be leaving the
organization in good hands. I hereby
turn over my customary “Greetings
from Glynnis” spot to our new
Executive Director Carol Hays. Carol
will start on May 1st. In order to
ensure a smooth transition, we will
overlap on the job for a month before

my last day on May 31st.

Carol most recently ran her own

consulting  practice,  providing

technical and  capacity

for non-profit and community

support

groups. She’s been very involved in
environmental and water issues locally,
and has extensive political experience,
both in Ilinois and elsewhere. She
holds a PhD in Political Science from
SIU where she studied the influence
of environmental groups on wetlands
protection. I'm really pleased that
we’ve found someone with a breadth
of experience — management,
campaigning, fundraising — to steward
Prairie Rivers Network into the future.

With gratitude and warmest regards,

Ay

Farewell, Glynnis, and Welcome, Carol!

CAROL’S CURRENTS

I am very excited and honored to
join the talented staff of Prairie
Rivers Network. There is no greater
satisfaction than to carry your
personal mission into your work life.
As a committed river steward and
environmental advocate, 1 welcome
the opportunity to fully invest my
time and leadership as I work with the
staff to further expand Prairie Rivers’
impact across Illinois. In the coming

months, as I get to know you — our

members, supporters and partners
— who are committed to ensuring
Prairie Rivers Network continues
to bring expertise and leadership to
the protection of Illinois” waters, 1
look forward to sharing my vision
and expertise for how we can work
together to grow our network of
support and mobilize more and more

Illinoisans in our shared mission.

Thank you for your support during
this time of transition,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Prairie Rivers Network is lllinois’ advocate for clean water and healthy rivers.

We champion clean, healthy rivers and lakes and safe drinking water to
benefit the people and wildlife of lllinois.
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IMPROVING POLICIES
2014 Annual Report

Thanks to our members, supporters, staff and Much of our work is carried out in partnership with other
board of directors, Prairie Rivers Network continued groups and organizations. Through our effective working
its trajectory of growth in 2014. Our programs are relationships, we punch above our weight in protecting
strengthened by a growing network of people and clean water and healthy rivers in lllinois. We owe special
organizations that allow us to have more influence thanks to all of our partners.

in pursuit of clean water and healthy rivers in lllinois.
| am so pleased to be able to share with you the
evidence, in both progress and financial stability, of
another strong year for Prairie Rivers Network.

- Glynnis Collins, Executive Director

Board of Directors

Jon McNussen
President

Eric Freyfogle
Secretary, Treasurer

Margaret Bruns

Clark Bullard
Ellyn Bullock Stacy working with the Save our Sandy grassroots organization
Charles Goodall to fight a factory farm that could pollute their local stream.

Jason Lindsey

Michael Rosenthal

ADVOCATING FOR COAL ASH DISPOSAL
RULES THAT WILL PROTECT PEOPLE AND

RIVERS
Staff
Glynnis Collins Our work over several years demanding accountability for
Executive Director coal ash pollution emboldened the lllinois EPA to propose
Traci Barkley new rules for closure of coal ash dumps at power plants.
IS TS S During the rulemaking process, we testified in support of
Elliot Brinkman stronger provisions in the rule, while acknowledging what

Water Resources Specialist

Robert Hirschfeld
Water Policy Specialist

an important step the Agency’s action was. We expect to
see the rule finalized in 2015.

Stacy James
Water Resources Scientist

Kim Knowles
Staff Attorney

Vickie Nudelman
Operations Manager

Tyler Rotche
Grassroots Organizer

Sarah Scott
Administrative Assistant 1902 Fox Drive, Suite G

Champaign, IL 61820 Traci with members and supporters at a press conference
(217)344-2371 addressing the problems with coal ash pits along the Middle
prairierivers.org Fork.

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK



FEWER BARRIERS TO CIVILIAN
INVOLVEMENT IN OVERSIGHT OF
COAL INDUSTRY

The lllinois Department of Natural Resources answered
our call for greater oversight of coal ash dumps and
improved transparency and public participation in the
permitting process for coal mines. The Department
commenced inspections of all coal ash dumps in the state
for stability hazards. Data from the inspections will help
us identify and advocate for solutions to the more urgent
threats.

NEW RULE WILL REDUCE POLLUTION FROM
FACTORY FARM WASTE

lllinois adopted a new rule requiring factory farm
operators to manage waste more responsibly. By
presenting evidence of water pollution problems this
waste has caused, and countering industry claims, our
staff were integral to getting this new rule.

Stacy talks to cattle rancher Dan Allen about his opposition to
the construction of a large hog operation in his community.

FIGHTING COSTLY AND DESTRUCTIVE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MANAGEMENT

We joined a lawsuit against the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, challenging a costly and destructive approach
tomanagementofthe Upper Mississippi River. If successful,
this challenge will have far-reaching implications for the
Mississippi and other rivers.

SAVING THE CLEAN WATER ACT

Our #4CleanWater social media campaign is giving voice
to the majority of people and businesses who support
sensible and scientific based protection for clean water.
This campaign is in response to aggressive, untruthful
attacks by some agriculture and development industries
on a new EPA rule that ensures that small streams are
protected under the Clean Water Act.

Robert shooting video on Jordan Creek for Prairie Rivers
Network’s Waters of the U.S. campaign.

CONSERVATION AWARDS

We are very proud and honored to be named the National
Wildlife Federation’s Affiliate of the Year for 2014. Each
year, the award recognizes one of NWF’s 49 state affiliates
for conservation accomplishments.

Robert, Glynnis, and board member Clark Bullard accepting
our NWF Affiliate of the Year Award.
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PROTECTING LAND AND WATER

HABITAT CONSERVATION ALONG THE
ILLINOIS RIVER

We initiated the Middle lllinois River Conservation
Partnership to restore and connect habitat along the
River, pursuing a vision for a healthy lllinois River system
that supports people and wildlife.

Our vision for a healthy Illinois River includes valuable
backwater wetlands for recreation, habitat, and water quality.

We continue our efforts to protect Starved Rock State
Park from a frac sand mine that would welcome the
park’s 2 million annual visitors with dust and blasting
noise. We also worked with LaSalle County to improve its
Comprehensive Land Use Plan to protect valuable habitat
and water resources along the lllinois River near the park
from the frac sand rush now underway there.

VERMILION RIVER DAM REMOVAL

The City of Danville voted to remove two obsolete dams
on the Vermilion River, one of which has been responsible
for several deaths. Over the years, Prairie Rivers Network

Elliot explores the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River, Illinois’
only National W ild and Scenic River.

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK

has assisted with the effort to deal with these dams,
sharing resources on the benefits of dam removal, and
helping to secure the state funds that will pay for the
removal.

REDUCING FOX RIVER POLLUTION

We negotiated stricter limits on phosphorus pollution
for several sewage treatment plants in northeast Illinois.
This is the same pollution that shut down Toledo’s water
supply for several days this summer. Stricter pollution
limits will mean a cleaner, healthier Fox River.

Member support makes protecting rivers like the Fox Rvier
possible. Thank you.

RE-VITALIZING THE CHICAGO RIVER

As part of an advisory group to Congress on Asian
carp and other invasive species moving between the
Great Lakes and Mississippi River, we are advocating
for solutions that will help revitalize the Chicago River -
reducing pollution and improving flood control, habitat,
and recreational access.




HELPING PEOPLE PROTECT CLEAN WATER AND HEALTHY RIVERS

TAKING ACTION

Our new River Action Team

(affectionately known as the

RATs) is ready to take action with

phone calls, visits to policy makers

and letters to the editor when

those voices can really make a

difference. This year they cut their

teeth calling for protection of

the Mahomet Aquifer. They are currently mobilizing to
support U.S. EPA’s clean water rule.

TELLING STORIES

With new video production capabilities, we are bringing
important clean water issues to more people than ever.

We created a mini-documentary on factory farms and a
series of videos in support of U.S. EPA’s clean water rule.
Visit our YouTube channel to watch the stories of real
people affected by and fighting against pollution:

youtube.com/PrairieRivers

GATHERING SUPPORT

With support from Prairie Rivers Network, an
unprecedented variety of Vermilion County leaders have
joined the call of residents for a responsible closure plan
for the coal ash dumps at the retired Dynegy Vermilion
power plant. These dumps threaten both groundwater
and the Middle Fork River.

Statement of Activities

for the year ended December 31, 2014

Revenue and Support

Donations

Grants

Investment Income

In-Kind Donations & Reimbursements
Sales & Miscellaneous Revenue

Total Revenue

Fxpenses

Programs Salaries

Programs Taxes & Benefits

Direct Programs Costs

Fundraising (including salaries & taxes/benefits)
Management/General (including salaries & taxes/benefits)

Total Expenses

Net Assets*

Beginning of year
End of year

Membership and Fiscal Management

Prairie Rivers Network’s revenue comes
mainly from private foundation grants
(75% of 2014 revenue, some of which
$178,684 is earmarked for 2015 spending) and
$629,688 member donations (21% of 2014 revenue).

$486  Over 80% of 2014 expenditures were in

$16,328  pursuit of our clean waterand healthy river
$11,333  programs. Fundraising and administrative
$836,516 operations combined accounted for 17%
' of spending.
Over the past ten years, the organization
has experienced a compounded annual
3306,036  growth rate of over 10%.
$47,629
, *Net assets at the beginning of the year include
$289,967 ¢ he b f th lud
, grant funds received in previous years earmarke
$92,743 fund d ked
$40,684  for work in 2014. Similarly, net assets at the end of
$777,059 the year include grant funds earmarked for 2015
! work.
Our finances are audited each year by an inde-
""""""""" pendent certified accountant and are available
$410,449 upon request. Our Federal 990 tax forms are also
, available upon request or through guidestar.org.
$469,906 labl h h guid
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Thank You Members and Supporters!

We are grateful to our donors and funders, especially those who have been
with us for many years. Your support ensures that the fight for clean and
healthy rivers is carried on, and that the voices of the people make it to
Springfield and Washington D.C. to combat the special interests that would
avoid accountability for polluting and degrading natural resources.

Community Partners

A special thank you to our community partners. We
encourage you to support and thank those businesses
and organizations that protect our rivers and streams.

Businesses

Platinum $5,000 and above
McKenzie Wagner, Inc.*

Gold $1,000-$4,999

Common Ground Food Co-op
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Fox Development Corporation *
Marco Technical Documentation
Patagonia-Enviro Department **
UpClose Marketing and Printing *

Silver $500—-$999

Art Theater Co-op

Blue Moon Farm

Champaign Telephone Company
Hartke Engineering and Surveying
Paul's Machine & Welding Corporation

Bronze $250—-$499

Anderson Farms

Elliott counseling Group
Neutral Cycle *

Prairie Fruits Farm *
Progressive Asset Management
Seventh Generation

Members $1-$249

A.M.S. Incorporated

Aveda *

Brown, Hobbs, and McNurray Insurance
Busey Bank Investment Group
Champaign Surplus *

The Chicago Community Trust
Columbia Street Roastery *
Country Road Greenhouse
Destihl *

Green Yoga Spa
Ikumihimo.com *

[llini Glider Club *
International Galleries *

Kasia Kay Art Projects Gallery
Krannert Center *

Michael Jeffords & Susan Post*
Mulberries Farm & Orchard
Pizza M *

Groups/Public Entities

Bangs Lake Advisory Committee
Champaign County Audubon Society
First Presbyterian Church of Urbana
Friends of Kickapoo Creek

Laborers Local Union #393
Middlefork Audubon Society
National Wildlife Federation
Northwest lllinois Audubon Society
Prairie Group of the Sierra Club
SCARCE

Vermilion County Conservation District

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK

Foundation Grantors

The Educational Foundation of America
Grand Victoria Foundation

lllinois Clean Energy Community Foundation

The Joyce Foundation

The McKnight Foundation

‘“\;ci HM””’/

National Wildlife Federation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.

Re Amp

Rockefeller Family Foundation
River Network

Rockefeller Family Fund

who have pledged an annual gift of $1,000 or more to sustain the work

~ ~-

The Bruce Hannon Friends of lllinois Rivers recognizes those members
FRIENDS

of Prairie Rivers Network into the future. Members of the Bruce Hannon

Friends of lllinois Rivers are highlighted in our donor listing below.

Headwaters Circle
$5,000 and above

Irene and Clark Bullard
William J. Davey

Jane and Eric Freyfogle

Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey
Chris and David Main **

Jon McNussen

Legacy Circle
$2,500-%$4,999
Anne Ehrlich

Nancy Goodall
Candy and John Scott

River Protectors
$1,000-$2,499

Stephanie and Ralph Alexander
Bales Family

Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Maggie Bruns

Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Ellyn and David Bullock
David Delaney

David C. Eades

Susan Lannin and Albert Ettinger
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Joyce and Bob Foster

John Gilpin

Bruce Hannon

Patricia Hannon

DiAnne and Terry Hatch

Rita and Ralph Henneman
Dixie and Gary Jackson

Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Annette and Charles Lansford
Diane and John Marlin **
Robert J. McKim

Rob Moore

Jean and David Nanney

Kim Kramer and Melissa Orlie
Sharon and Jack Paxton

Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss **
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Annice Moses and Mike Rosenthal
Trent Shepard

Bill Van Hagey

Sherry M. Weaver

Carol Wock

Sherrill and Richard Worthen

River Stewards

$500-$999

Sandra and Peter Beak

Carolyn Casady-Trimble and
Ralph Trimble

Janet Gates Conover and
Joe Conover

Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and
Frank DiNovo

Catherine Grosso and
Stephen Gasteyer

Olivia Dorothy and Damon Gray

Lois and Ernest Gullerud

Bill and Glennie Hamel

Steve Jurgens

Betsy and Peter Kuchinke

Madeline Moore

Cora Musial

Mare and Jim Payne

Michael D. Podolsky

David and Julie Sherwood

Kim Smith and David Skadden

Sue and Tom Smith **

Lucy Whalley and Dennis Wandell

Judy Argentieri and Ben Watts

Nancy E. Westcott

Jane and David C. White

Dirk Mol and Jerry Wray

River Guardians
$250—-$499

Beth Wentzel and Todd Ambs
Janet and Ansel Anderson
Karen and Brian Anderson
Mary Anne Andrei*

Janice Ashwood
Sandra and George Batzli
Richard L. Bishop
Linda and John Braden
Leslie Shad and Joseph Brennan
Debbie and Matt Campbell
Brenda and Wayland Eheart
Karen and Michael Folk
Elizabeth and Don Greeley
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens,
in memory of Michael Scully
Helen Agallianos and Eric Johnson
Wenche Nonaas and
Bruce Karmazin
Paul Kwiat
Cloydia and Rick Larimore **
Warren G. Lavey Family
Charitable Fund A
Andrew Masters
Heidi Hurd and Michael Moore
Helen M. Parker
Janak Patel
Janise and Christopher Phillips
Mary Wallace and Raymond Plante
Brenda and Keith Rohl
Deborah and Stephen Rugg
Dannyl Dolder and Bruce Semans
Mary and Bill Severinghaus, in
memory of Jim Charles
Orrin Sherwood
Guy Smith
Lee and Philip Solter
Richard Stout
Sheila and Jeremiah D. Sullivan
William C. Sullivan
Bob and Diane Szafoni
Carol and David Thomas
Dave Thornton
Cynthia Skrukrud and
Thomas Von Geldern
Rita Cook Wahl and Dave Wahl
Tina Gunsalus and Michael Walker
Brian Wallen
Sue Feldman and C. Pius Weibel
Rachel Whitaker and Stephen Wald
Gretka and Ralph Wolfe
Katie Zimmerman



River Sustainers

$100-%$249

Anonymous (3)

Anonymous, in memory of
James R. Payne

Joyree and Brad Allen

Susan Allen

Marianne Alleyne

Charlene Anchor

Karen Andsager

Fran and Marc Ansel

Charlotte and Walter Arnstein

Ellen Baranowski

Beth and Jim Baranski

Bruce Barkley

Ann and Hal Barnhart

Nina and Carl Barron

Carol Spindel and Tom Bassett

Katherine Baylis

Frank Beal

Alicia and David Beck

Clifton Bergeron

Louie Beuschlein

Susan and Mark Bowman

Laurine Brown

Kazuko Suzuki and
Raymon Michael Brown

Patricia and Charles Bruns

Joyce and Rabel Burdge

Elizabeth Burns

Richard Cahill

Ann Campbell

Marilyn Campbell

Judi and Brian Carney

Barbara and Bill Childers

Denise Church

Michael Collins

Thelma Collins

Sharon and Tom Conry

Mary and Brian Cook

Ramona Cook

Megan and Sam Cox

Nancy and Stephen Cox

Lorraine Crummey

Don Davis

Mariya and Max Dayan

Val and Bob Deichman

R. Edward DeWalt

Victoria Pifalo and Kieran Donaghy

Charles DuBose

John Dunkelberger

Barbara Stanger and Duane Dust

Brenda and Jim Edgar

Mary and Doug Eppich

Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey

Laurie and David Farrell

Katherine Flugge, in honor of
John Louis Sitch

Amy Wildermuth and Gwen Foster

Susan Vitka and Peter Fox-Penner

Ryan A. Freeberg

Katie and Jim Garman

Peggy Lynn and Corey Goldthorpe

Karen and Bob Goodwell

Jeanne Goodwell

Jennifer and Bill Goran

lllinois Prairie Community
Foundation - George and
Myra George Gordon Donor
Advised Fund

Katie Poulos and Steve Gough

Stephen and Peggy Goulding

Kevin and Sue Green

Andrew Gulya

Janet Elaine Guthrie

Rudy Habben
Jilland Bob Hamann
Michael R. Hansen
Kathy and Richard Harden
Sue and Dick Harris
Jenny and Richard Harvey
Sue Hedrick
Joan and Jim Hocker
Walter Hoffmann
Ann Holt-Harris
Jacob Hoots
Robert Hudson
Gail Snowdon and Philip Hult
Sarah Redd and Bob lllyes
Dr. Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman
Harold and Pat Jensen
Beth and Bryan Johns
Heather Doré Johnson Weber
Rhonda Jurinak
Karen Kane
Rosemary and Robert C. Kanter
Cynthia Hoyle and Sheldon Katz
Marilyn and David Kay
Susan and Ron Kiddoo
Beverly and George H. Kieffer
John Kilday
Linda and Grear Kimmel
Peggy Patten and Todd Kinney
Judith Koehler
Katrina and Jim Kotowski
Carol and William Kubitz
Loretta and Wayne LaFave
Glennie and Larry Larimore
Linda Larsen
Janice and Bruce Larson
Rosemary Laughlin
Jane and Raymond Leuthold
Ezra Levin Foundation
Maria and Jeff Levengood
Geoffrey Levin
Karen Medina and Stuart Levy
Derek Liebert
Linda Lorenz
Cynthia Loui
Leigh Marcotte
Dorothy and Peter Marks
Jane and Joe Marriott
Marion McCarthy
Theresa and Bruce Michelson
Jane and Walter Myers
Dorothy Neumann
Cindy and John Norris
Randy Nyboer
Karen Ennen and David O'Brien
Julia and Terry Oneil
Agnes and Robert Overturf
Jean Paley
Mare and Jim Payne
Ann and Joseph Petry
Anne Phillips
Jacquie Hill and David Plath
Renee Potter-Broyles and

Rick Broyles
Kim Curtis and John Randolph
Robin Sahner and Bruce Reznick
Barbara Eychaner and

Tom Richardson
Patty Riggins
Marlyn Rinehart and Nick Rinehart
Teresa Cardador and Brent Roberts
Anne Robin
Verlyn and Paul Rosenberger
John Rutherford
Jeffrey Sanders
Beth and Tod Satterthwaite
William Saylor
Genevieve Long and

Keith Schinkoeth

Catherine Schmidt-Jones and
Douglas Jones

Ruth Wene and Tom Seals

Christine Jenkins and Susan Searing

Cindy Shepherd

Vicki Rowe and Cliff Shipley

Joyce and Elliott Slutzky

James O. Smith

Lloyd Smith

Audrey Ishii and Charlie Smyth

Ruth and Rip Sparks

Elaine and Case Sprenkle

Bernadine Evans Stake

Rob Stanton

Mary and Glenn Stech

William Stewart

Joan and Jack Streed, on behalf
of Theron Luhn

Stan Summers

Iris and Burt Swanson

Mary Kay Solecki and John Taft

Bette Tambling

Elaine Thoennes

Terry Trobec

Sandra and Bill Volk

Lynn and Ira Wachtel

Wayne L. Wagner, Sr.

Shirley and William Walker

JoAnn and Leroy Wehrle

William and Luann White

Glenn Wieczorek

Christopher Wilcock

Ellen Willcox

Bill Wilson

Sandra and William Wilson

Alex Winter-Nelson

Gaye Wong

Linda Zimmerman

Barbara Morgan and
Charles Zukoski

Friends $50—$99
Anonymous (2)
Megan Acevedo
Laura Adams
Mary Jo Adams
Amy Allen
John Allen
Connie and David Almy
Jason and Jorie Aloisio
Walter Alspaugh
Michael Ander
Linda Lee Erwin and
Gilbert Keith Appler
Kimberly and Jonathan Ashbrook
Kurt Austin
Buz Bailey
Ceal Bacom and Tim Bannon
Janet Beach-Davis
Belinda and John Beccue
Alice Berkson
Christopher Berti
Laurel Toussaint and Tom Bik
Jim Blaul
Marie Bohl
Erica Bohn
Pamela J. Bowers
Alice Brandon
Susan Braxton
Andrea Bretl
Lois and Gerald Brighton
Sean Britt
JoAnne and Alan Broadbent
Martha Brown
Steve Buck
Ann and Bob Burger

Michael and Kristin Camp
Roy Campbell
Yong Cao
Gretchen Knapp and
Angelo Capparella
Diane and James Carter
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Bess Celio
Ann Charland
Beth Chato
Stuart Clark Price
Jeriand Gary Cochran
Anna and Garland Conner
Jessica Conroy
Bruce Cook
Jane and Don Creason
Trudi Crouser
Harold H. Cunning
Cathy and Jeff Cunningham
Alan and Janet Curry
Ramona Curry
Kevin Daugherty
Janet and Champ W. Davis, Jr.
Claire and Brian Deal
Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue
Dave DeHaven
Richard Delaney
Misganaw Demissie
Paula and Dan Deneen
Sharon Derence
Thomas J. Dolan
Margaret Miller and Scott Dossett
Dennis Dreher
Karyl and Doug Dressen
Cathy Edmiston
Carol and Jerry Ellis
Mindy and Jamie Ellis
Linda A. Larson and David Enstrom
Debra Erikson
Margaret Evans
Ina S. Faye
Darwin Fields
Marise Robbins-Forbes and
Guy Forbes
Susan and Tim Forsyth
Rachel Fowler
Bettina and George Francis
Bridget and Kevin Frerichs
Beverly A. Friese
Robin and Bruce Goettel
Virginia and Edwin R. Gordon
Angela Gruend|
Jilland John Gusmano
Robert M. Guthrie
Jody Hanger and Chris Hannauer
Janice Harrington
Heather and Fran Harty
John Hassett
Jodi Heckel
Penni Livingston and Ray Heitman
Don and Babette Hiles
Kay Hodson
Craig J. Holderness
Margaret and Charles Hollowell
Barbara Horne
Jim Hoyt
Marvin Hubbell
Steve Hurst
William Jacober
Naomi and Eric Jakobsson
Elisabeth Jenicek
Darlene Jesse
Larry Johnson
Elizabeth and Warren Johnson
Libby Johnston
Nancy Braun and Patrick Jolliff
Judith M. Joy
Viktoria Ford and Stephen Kaufman

Jo and Doug Kibbee

Eva Pomerantz and Duane Kimme

Wes King

Andrea R. Klein

Roger and Becky Klink

Ann and Jac Knoop

Terri and Randy Kobel

Antje and Edward Kolodziej

Karla M. Kraeszig

Pierre Kriel

Susan and Curtis Krock

Margaret and Ed Krol

Jennifer Hines and Rob Krumm

Gregory Lambeth

Dave Larsen

Robert Larson

Sheri Latash

Emily Laugesen

Jeannie Austin and Richard Lazarus

Paul and Jody Littleton

Julie and Daniel Long

Melanie Loots

Melanie and Rick Manner

Rebecca McBride

Sally Ann McConkey

Barbara McKasson

Chad and Wendy McKenzie

David McNussen

Jay E. Meeker

Jean and Durango Mendoza *

Beth Shirk and Scott Meyer

Brian Miller

Sallie Miller

Carla Caceres and Craig Milling

John Mitchell

Mike Moore

Jamie Nash-Mayberry

Marcia and Randall Nelson

Julie and George Nieset Hardebeck

David Novak

Vickie and Brian Nudelman

Howard Oneil

Diane and Tom O'Rourke

Cele Otnes

Larry Pater

Lois Pausch

Thomas Peters

Frederic Petit

Jen and Wayne Politsch

Kevin Price

Lee Price

John and Laurel Prussing

Debra and Bruce Reardanz

Debbie Redenius

Daniel Reside

Pam and Lan Richart

William Roberts

Julie Roland

Ann and Bob Romadka

Leslie and Jim Rose

Marya Ryan

Ayano Sakai

Gabrielle and Brian Sauder

Mark W. Schmidt

Daniel Schneider

Susan and Darryl Silver

Kathleen Zurkowski and
James Simeone

Dori Skrukrud

Campbell Smith

Edgar Smith

Lois Kain and Jon Solomon

Nancy Stagg

Pnina and Gadi Steiner

Carol and O.T. Steinman

Jennifer Sublett

Casey Sutherland
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Stephanie and Steve Sutton,
in honor of Liz Cardman's
Birthday

Jonathan and Kathy Sweedler

Christopher Taylor

Nancy and John Taylor

Aaron Thomas

J. Edward Tichenor

Joyce Blumenshine and
David Trachtenberg

Terri Treacy

James Treat

Thomas Tushaus

Matthew Vernau

Kathy and Keith Walker

Kirsten Walker

Michele Walker

Ruth S. Walker

Claudia and Mark Washburn

Emily S. Watts

Linda and Barry Weiner, in honor
of Ira Wachtel’s 65th Birthday

Steve Weller

Donald Wilkison

Thomas Williams

Betsy and Kam Wong

Tony Wong

Thomas Wood

Stan Zarnowiecki

Donors $1-$49

Anonymous (5)
Antonio Acevedo
Amy Adams
Ryan Adams
Erich Adickes
Evan Anderson
Candace Baker
Nani Baker
Anne Bargar
Daniel Barnett
Gretchen and Roger Batz
John Beck
Dorothy Bell
Jean Belt
Chris Benda
Lou Bergeron
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With the permit ostensibly “denied,” the
community was surprised to soon learn that
IDNR viewed this as only a partial denial —
asserting that the rest of the permit had been

approved, pending revision.

Illinois DNR issued a revised mining permit
in July 2013, despite flagrant violations at the
company’s other mine sites, prompting anoth-

er legal challenge by community groups.

In January 2015, on the eve of a court hearing,

Years of violations at Springfield Coal
Company mines also highlicht the need
for stronger enforcement practices. Permit
applications from repeated bad actors (or
close corporate “affiliates”) should not be
granted or renewed — doing so presents a clear
danger to the surrounding community’s health

and miners’ safety.

Agencies  granting  permits have the
opportunity and duty to go to greater lengths

to consider the impacts of mining on the local

and in the face of continued

staunch local  opposition,
Capital Resources finally asked
the agency to withdraw the
permit application, effectively
ending the strip mine before it

could begin operations.

There is no question that the

“We ALL did it' When | see the trees on the
horizon as | am driving home, it is the greatest
feeling to see the beautiful scenery rather than a
dirty coal mine causing destruction and hardship
for people.”

- Brenda Dilts, Leader of the Canton Area
Citizens for Environmental Issues

land and hydrology — North
Canton presenting a clear
example regarding the risks to
a public water supply.

Finally, the engaged citizens
of Fulton County illustrate

the need for a permitting

process that is accessible

citizens of Canton fought
long and hard for this victory. Yet the question remains:
why was it so difficult, time-consuming, and expensive to
stop an existential threat to a drinking water supply? As
area residents were unable to rely on state regulators to fully
enforce the law, they were forced to hire expert witnesses
and legal counsel, funded through bake sales and garage

sales, to see that state mining laws were implemented

propetly.
Mine Permit System Concerns - Fixing the Problems

The fact that the Illinois DNR authorized a strip mine, to
be located a mile upstream of a public water supply, and
to a company with extensive ongoing pollution violations,
raises grave concerns about the cozy relationship between

state regulators and the coal industry.

Moving forward, Prairie Rivers Network will continue to
work alongside our partners in the call for transparency
and accountability for the coal mining industry and state
mining regulators. With clearer definitions for streams and
wetlands that agency staff adhere to, communities facing
the impacts of coal extraction can expect higher protec-

tions for their watersheds.

to local residents. Making
documents searchable and available allows residents with
local knowledge to protect their land and water — in this
case, propetly identifying a branch of the Copperas Creek
as more than a “ravine,” and thus providing it greater legal

protection.

Canton Lake Protected

There is
the North Canton permit
should

more

no doubt that
have  received
scrutiny from the
very beginning. Instead,
Canton residents had to
wage an eight-year battle to
prove to the state that coal
mines don’t belong next to
drinking water supplies. The coal mine would have polluted

beautiful Copperas Creek.
Thanks to the

efforts of Canton Area Citizens for Environmental Issues,

tireless

an important piece of Fulton County has been successfully
protected for fishing, hiking, boating, and safe drinking

water for years to come.
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Goodbye and best wishes to Water
Resources Scientist Traci Barkley,
who is leaving Prairie Rivers Net-
work. After victories reducing pol-
lution from sewage treatment plants
and winning more protection for
Chicago waterways, she developed
our coal program, helping residents
across Illinois fight illegal pollution
and unwanted mines. Thank you,

Traci, for your decade of service!
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Please share this newsletter with a friend when you are done.

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED

Renew your membership or become a new member today.
praitierivers.otg/membership

UPCOMING EVENTS//

CHECK OUR ONLINE EVENTS CALENDER FOR
THESE EVENTS AND MORE

EARTH WEEK HAPPY HOUR
April 19, 4-5:30 pm
Escobat’s in Champaign

ENVIRONMENTAL LOBBY DAY &
EARTH DAY
April 22
Let’s go to Springfield! Contact the Prairie
Rivers Network office to participate in
Environmental Lobby Day.

RUN FOR YOUR RIVERS
at the Illinois Marathon, Champaign-Urbana
April 24-25
Donate to help the PRN team:

Wwwprairierivers.org/ run

CHICAGO RIVER DAY
May 9
contact Friends of the Chicago River

www.chicagoriver.org

DES PLAINES RIVER CANOE &
KAYAK MARATHON
May 17

www.canoemarathon.com

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK’S
ANNUAL DINNER

November 6

PHOTO ATIRIBUTES (C) //

Prairie Rivers Network is the lllinois affiliate of the
National Wildlife Federation.

Designate Prairie Rivers Network to receive your
ESI workplace giving contributions.

Earn Money for Prairie Rivers Network while you
shop at Schnucks - prairierivers.org/schnucks



