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Looking Toward the
Future of Farming

An Interview with Farmer Gary Place

Why do you use cover crops?

Dad always said, and I'm sure he
heard it from Jis father, “Leave the
farm better than you found it.”

Secondly, I believe cover crops atre
going to make me money long term
by recycling nutrients, slowing down
soil erosion, and getting me more
organic material in my soil. I feel that

tillage is not sustainable long-term.

I've read where we’ve lost half of
our organic matter; the virgin prairie
soils were 7% organic matter and now
we’re running about 3.5%. The guys
who have done cover crops long-
term, I’'m talking 20-25 years, they’re
getting back to about 5% again, which
is outstanding,

And by putting cover crops on I can
save money on inputs - my fertilizer
and some of my herbicides - because
cover crops recycle nutrients and have
a deterrent effect on some of the

weeds.

I'd like to tell you that I'm doing
this to save the prairie rivers and
the environment and the Gulf of
Mexico’s hypoxia problem. But that’s
probably number three down the list
for me. ’'m doing it to make the farm
better. I’'m doing it to save money on
inputs and make money with higher

yields.

For those unfamiliar, explain what
cover crops are. Are these crops

that you market and sell?

No, our cash crops are still corn
and soybeans. Cover crops are just
an interim, to keep something green
growing when there’s nothing else out
there. There are microorganisms in
the soil that feed off the crop roots
and the residue. If you have cover
crops, you can keep those microbes
healthy. They still have something
to eat through the lean times. I've
been told there’s more microbes in a
teaspoon of soil than there are people
on the carth.
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What benefits have you seen and

do you expect to see in the future?

In the second year of planting annual
rye grass, we averaged 246 bushels of
corn to the acre. And on a farm that
is light timber soil, that just blew my

mind.

I’'m expecting my yields to go up and
up as we build our organic matter.
When we had the drought in 2012, we
had some cover crop residue covering
the ground in the spring. Along with
the no-till, I think that kept our soil
cooler. We still had excellent yields in
2012 even though it was one of the
worst droughts going back 30 years.

Why do you say that conventional
methods can’t keep working?

They would continue to work for
a while, but there’s a lot of great
civilizations ~ that perished from
turning their farmland into a desert.
And that’s where we’re headed if we

continue what we’ve been doing.//

To read the entire interview, go to:

praitierivets.org/cover-crops-interview
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CAROL’S CURRENTS

We won one for clean water last
month! In response to our legal
appeal, the Illinois Appellate Court
ruled that three significant waste
water treatment permits issued by
the Illinois EPA to the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago (MWRD) violate the Illinois
Environmental — Protection — Act.
The permits allowed MWRD—the
largest sewage treatment system in the
world—to continue discharging high
levels of the pollutant phosphorus to
Illinois waters, ultimately polluting
the Mississippi River and the Gulf
of Mexico. Too much phosphorous
fuels algae growth, which robs rivers
and lakes of oxygen, kills fish and
other aquatic life, and can make water
undrinkable. It also fouls our lakes
with the green scum of noxious algal
blooms each summer. Technology
for removing phosphorus is available
and widely used. As a result of this
victory, the Illinois EPA will have to
redo MWRD’s permits to ensure the
district’s discharges don’t continue to

foul our waters with algae.

Accelerating Illinois’ Nutrient

Loss Reduction Strategy

Nearly half of phosphorus (P)
entering our waters is from farmland
soil runoff with every rain, along
with nitrogen (N) that flows from
our heavily tiled farmlands. Illinois’
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy,
published by the IEPA in July 2015,
sets an ambitious goal to reduce N and
P runoff from agricultural sources by

45%. We are encouraging farmers

statewide to adopt conservation
practices such as reduced fertilizer
use, conservation tillage and cover
crops. These practices nourish and
retain soil and keep nutrients out of
water and on the land where they
belong. 60% of Illinois’ farmland
owners now reside off the farm,
renting their lands to tenant farmers.
Many of these landowners may not be
aware of steps they can take to reduce
nutrient pollution from their fields.
We are partnering with a few Soil and
Water Conservation Districts to send
a newsletter that prepares off-farm
landowners to work with their farm
team to utilize conservation cropping

practices and do their share to reduce

nutrient pollution.

Iead Pollution: A Concern for

Illinois Communities

Recent revelations of high lead levels
in drinking water are likely just the
tip of the iceberg. Aging water pipes,
corrosive water treatment additives,
and lead fittings and fixtures in
homes are a toxic combination. We
are working on state legislation that
improves lead monitoring, public
education on lead exposure risks, and
public notification of high lead levels
in drinking water. We also support
bills introduced by Rep. Duckworth
and Rep. Quigley that strengthen
public notification requirements in
the federal lead and copper rule and
provide grants for reducing lead in tap
water. This is an important time for
us all to raise our voices to demand

clean watet.
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Prairie Rivers Network is lllinois’ advocate for clean water and healthy rivers.

We champion clean, healthy rivers and lakes and safe drinking water to

benefit the people and wildlife of lllinois.
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Thanks to our members, supporters, staff and board of
directors, Prairie Rivers Network continued its trajectory of
growth in 2015. Our programs are strengthened by a growing
network of people and organizations that allow us to have more
influence in pursuit of clean water and healthy rivers in lllinois.
| am so pleased to be able to share with you the evidence, in
both progress and financial stability, of another strong year for
Prairie Rivers Network.

We are especially proud of our “Clean Water is Good for Business”
campaign to protect the Clean Water Act, our most important
clean water law. Our campaign was used by our national
partners and our video was featured on the U.S. EPA’s website.
We also received national recognition for our campaign
leadership and creative video and social media work.

- Carol Hays, Executive Director




CLEAN WATER & HEALTHY RIVERS: Protecting Vulnerable Habitat & Vital Waters

Much of our work is carried out in partnership with other
groups and organizations. We thank them for effective
working relationships to protect our rivers and streams.

DEFENDING THE CLEAN WATER ACT

The U.S. EPA finalized the long-awaited Clean
Water Rule, which protects the nation’s smallest, most
vulnerable streams and wetlands that give life to our
larger river systems. We worked with many groups across
the country to support EPA’s efforts to clarify clean water
protections.

We helped garner and amplify important voices like small
businesses and farmers in support of the Clean Water
Rule through our widely popular social media campaign:
#4cleanwater.

Because a federal court has placed a temporary hold on
the rule, we continue to work hard to see that the rule is
upheld.

PROTECTING WILDLIFE HABITAT

We successfully coordinated the Middle lllinois River
Conservation Collaborative — bringing together

conservation entities to acquire, restore, and protect
floodplain habitats along the lllinois River. This effort
led to the addition of 283 acres to The Wetlands
Initiative’s Dixon Waterfowl Refuge, an acquisition
that will restore upland habitats, protect a rare seep, and

-

reduce agricultural pollution on the site.

Elliot at the Dixon Waterfowl Refuge.

REDUCING THE THREAT OF INVASIVE
SPECIES

As part of an advisory group to Congress on Asian carp
and other invasive species moving between the Great
Lakes and Mississippi River, we are advocating for
revitalization of the Chicago River as a necessary
component of any invasive species solutions. We
developed consensus recommendations for Congress to
fund robust and aggressive programs to protect against
Asian carp now, while we work on long-term solutions for
dozens of other invasive species.

Robert discussing the threat of Asian carp while on a boat tour
of the Chicago River.

REDUCING NITROGEN &
PHOSPHORUS POLLUTION

lllinois finalized its plan for reducing the nitrogen and
phosphorous pollution that clogs our waters with
noxious algae, depletes oxygen, and contributes to the
Gulf of Mexico dead zone. Prairie Rivers Network sits on
the state’s policy committee to address nutrients and will
work for aggressive reduction of this harmful pollution.
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SAVING WETLANDS

Prairie Rivers Network is co-leading a campaign to stop
a highly destructive Army Corps project that would
devastate fish and wildlife on the Middle Mississippi River
and put lllinois river towns at great risk of flooding. The
New Madrid levee would destroy more than 50,000 acres
of wetlands that provide vital spawning and breeding
habitat for fish and wildlife. The campaign has gained
support of key leaders like Senator Dick Durbin, and
state floodplain experts.

FIGHTING BAD RIVER MANAGEMENT

Navigation practices and outdated infrastructure continue
to degrade the health of our largest rivers. With a coalition
of regional and national partners, we are advocating
for small-scale, non-structural alternatives for
navigation as preferable to new locks and dams.

Overlooking the Mississippi River.

We object to costly and destructive navigation projects
while promoting the importance of wetlands and green
infrastructure for environmental protection and flood risk
reduction.

ENERGY & WATER: Reducing the threats from coal mining & coal ash

ACHIEVING STRONGER FEDERAL
REGULATION OF COAL ASH

In April 2015, the US. EPA finalized the first-ever
regulations for the storage and disposal of toxic coal ash.
Years of advocacy—including testifying, organizing,
commenting, and, ultimately, bringing a lawsuit—
finally forced the U.S. EPA to regulate coal ash
dumping and closure requirements for these dumps.

WORKING FOR STRONGER ILLINOIS
REGULATIONS OF COAL ASH

We are working to achieve strong state rules regarding
the closure of coal ash dumps in lllinois. Strong state
rules are needed to close several gaps left by the federal
coal ash rules, and ensure that responsible clean-up and
monitoring is required at all of the state’s polluting coal
ash dumps.

EXPANDING CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Responding to calls for fairness and transparency, lllinois
DNR is advancing proposed rules that will improve the
ability of citizens to participate in coal mining permitting.

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK

Expect improved public access to important permit
documents, earlier notice of mining plans, and an
end to IDNR’s adversarial positions during permit
hearings.

THWARTING THE BULLDOG MINE

The proposed Bulldog coal mine in East-Central Illinois
originally planned to begin mining in January 2014. We
worked with residents and advocates to highlight
discrepancies and flaws in the mine's permit
applications, which prompted serious review and
extensive questioning of the permits. As it stands, the
Bulldog mine has not secured either of the permits it
needs to begin mining.

Bl NGER

_— _ud
Tyler testifying at one of numerous hearings on coal ash.




Membership & Financials
PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK ENDOWMENT

In 2015, we introduced the Prairie Rivers Network Endowment, a permanent
investment fund to enhance and sustain the work of Prairie Rivers Network. The
Endowment is an investment in Illinois’ future and an opportunity to leave a legacy
of clean water and healthy rivers for future generations.

Prairie Rivers Network’s Legacy Society is a group of dedicated members whose
outstanding support and long-term vision allows us to protect the rivers and
streams of lllinois and the countless wild species that inhabit them now and into
the future.

We thank the following Legacy Society members who have given or pledged to the
Prairie Rivers Network Endowment.
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey

Ellyn and David Bullock Jon McNussen
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic Becky Mead
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio Reneé Potter

Jane and Eric Freyfogle Bill Van Hagey

Nancy Goodall Carol Wock

Rosemary Laughlin

Statement of Activities

for the year ended December 31, 2015 Donations & Fiscal Management
Prairie Rivers Network’s revenue comes
) mainly from private foundation grants
Re\eﬂueandSupport ............................................................ (62% of 2015 revenue, some of which

Donations & Special Fundraising Events $212,740 is earmarked for 2016 spending) and
Grants $379,401 member donations (34% of 2015 revenue).
Investment & Dividends $13,381 Over 80% of 2015 expenditures were in
In-Kind Donations $4,740 pursuit of our clean waterand healthy river
Miscellaneous $14,464 programs. Fundraising and administrative
Unrrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments ($12,183) olt)eratior}s combined accounted for 18%
Total Revenue $ $612,543 of spending.
Expenses

Program Staff Salaries $291,175

Program Staff Taxes & Benefits $49,995

Direct Program Costs $122,372

Fundraising (including salaries & taxes/benefits) $67,032

Management/General (including salaries & taxes/benefits) $ $37,326

Total Expenses $567,900

Our finances are audited each year by an
independent certified accountant and are
Net Assets available upon request. Our Federal 990 tax

..................................................................................... forms are also avallable upon request of through
Beginning of year $342,372

End of year $387,015

guidestar.org.
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Thank You Members and Supporters!

We are grateful to all of our donors and funders, especially those who have
been with us for many years. Your annual support ensures that the fight for
clean and healthy rivers is carried on.

Community Partners

A special thank you to our community partners. We
encourage you to support and thank those businesses
and organizations that protect our rivers and streams.

Businesses

Platinum $5,000 and above

McKenzie Wagner, Inc.*

Gold $1,000—$4,999
Common Ground Food Co-op **
Fox Development Corporation *
Patagonia-Enviro Department **
UpClose Marketing and Printing **

Silver $500-$999

Blue Moon Farm

Elliott Counseling Group

Marco Technical Documentation
Paul's Machine & Welding Corporation
Share Power Responsible Investing

Bronze $250-$499

Champaign Telephone Company
Hartke Engineering and Surveying
Kickapoo Landing**

Neutral Cycle*

Members $1-$249

Art Theater Co-op*

Big Grove Tavern*

Brown, Hobbs, and McMurray Insurance
Caterpillar Foundation

CDC Paper & Janitor Supply

Champaign Surplus*

Color & Grain

J.T. Pierce Custom Lawn

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts*
Lester Financial Group

Manifold

Pizzeria Antica*

Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery*

RENew Design*

Swearingen Farms

Treadway Clay*

Upper Sangamon River Conservancy*

Groups/Public Entities
Bangs Lake Advisory Committee
Champaign County Audubon Society
Des Plaines River Association

First Presbyterian Church of Urbana Green Team
lllinois Smallmouth Alliance

Laborers Local Union #393

National Wildlife Federation

Northwest lllinois Audubon Society
Prairie Group of the Sierra Club
SCARCE

Vermilion County Conservation District
Wesley United Methodist Church

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK

Foundation Grantors

The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.
RE-AMP
River Network
Rockefeller Family Fund
Walton Family Foundation

Alliance for the Great Lakes
The Educational Foundation of America
The Energy Foundation
Environmental Law and Policy Center
Grand Victoria Foundation
lllinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
The Joyce Foundation

The Bruce Hannon Friends of lllinois Rivers recognizes those members
who have pledged an annual gift of $1,000 or more to sustain the work

of Prairie Rivers Network into the future. Members of the Bruce Hannon
Friends of lllinois Rivers are highlighted in our donor listing below.

Headwaters Circle
$5,000 and above

Irene and Clark Bullard
William J. Davey
Jane and Eric Freyfogle
Kim Kramer and
Melissa Orlie
Anna Keck and
Jason Lindsey
Chris and David Main **
Jon McNussen
Carol Wock

River Defenders
$2,500-%$4,999

Nancy Goodall

Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sharon and Jack Paxton

River Protectors
$1,000-$2,499

s
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Anonymous
Stephanie and

Ralph Alexander
Bales Family
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Maggie Bruns
Glynnis Collins and

Nick Brozovic
Ellyn and David Bullock
David Delaney
Susan and David C. Eades
Anne Ehrlich
Jean Flemma and

John Epifanio
John Gilpin
Bruce Hannon
Patricia Hannon
DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Dixie and Gary Jackson

Karen Carney and

Rob Kanter **
Annette and

Charles Lansford
Diane and John Marlin
Robert McKim
Jean and David Nanney
Beverly and

Thomas Rauchfuss
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Annice Moses and

Mike Rosenthal
Trent Shepard
Julie and David Sherwood
Bill Van Hagey
Sherry M. Weaver
Sherrill and

Richard Worthen

River Stewards
$500-$999
Karen and Brian Anderson
Joyce Blumenshine and
David Trachtenberg
Carolyn Casady-Trimble and
Ralph Trimble
Janet Gates Conover and
Joe Conover
Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and
Frank DiNovo
Olivia Dorothy and
Damon Gray
Susan Vitka and
Peter Fox-Penner
Liza and Ned Goldwasser
Bill Hamel
Linda and Grear Kimmel
Dirk Mol and Jerry Wray
Madeline Moore
Rob Moore
Mare and Jim Payne
Anne Robin
Deborah and Stephen Rugg
Candy and John Scott

Kim Smith and
David Skadden
Sue and Tom Smith **
Lee and Philip Solter
Sheila and
Jeremiah D. Sullivan
Carol and David Thomas
Lucy Whalley and
Dennis Wandell
Judy Argentieri and
Ben Watts
Nancy E. Westcott
Jane and David C. White
Barbara Wysocki and
Dwain Berggren

River Guardians
$250—$499
Anonymous (2)
Erich Adickes**
Janice Ashwood
Carol Spindel and
Tom Bassett
Sandra and George Batzli
Sandra and Peter Beak
Denise Church
Michael Collins
Brenda and Wayland Eheart
Lizand Don Greeley
Lois and Ernest Gullerud
Ann Graffagna and
Don Hanrahan
Sue Hedrick
Marie Gambach and
Joe Hooker
Sarah Redd and Bob lllyes
Leslie R. Cooperband and
Wes M. Jarrell
Wenche Nonaas and
Bruce Karmazin
Betsy and Peter Kuchinke
Paul Kwiat
Loretta and Wayne LaFave
Derek Liebert



Bruce Loveless
Rudolf Mortimer
Jane and Walter Myers
Jyoti J. Patel and
Janak H. Patel
Janise and
Christopher Phillips
Michael D. Podolsky
Rebecca Roach and
Gerry Walter
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Dannyl Dolder and
Bruce Semans
Leslie Shad and
Joseph Brennan
Steve, Julie, Annie and Elena
Sherwood
Joyce and Elliott Slutzky
Guy Smith
Ruth and Rip Sparks
William Sullivan
Diane and Bob Szafoni
Cynthia Skrukrud and
Thomas Von Geldern
Kathleen Crombez and Dave
Thornton
Michael Ullmann
Tina Gunsalus and
Michael Walker
Sue Feldman and
C. Pius Weibel
Beth Wentzel and
Todd Ambs

River Sustainers
$100—-§249
Anonymous (9)
John Abelson
Joyree and Brad Allen
Marianne Alleyne
Jan Anderson
Karen and David Andsager
Fran and Marc Ansel
Katherine Baylis
Frank Beal
Belinda and John Beccue
Catryn and Eric Becker
Clifton Bergeron
Richard L. Bishop
Kristina Boerger
Patricia and Charles Bruns
Joyce and Rabel Burdge
Richard Cahill
Ann Campbell
Debbie and Matt Campbell
Barbara and Bill Childers
Thelma Collins
Hoa and Joseph Cooper
Megan and Sam Cox
Nancy and Stephen Cox
Jack Dare
Janet and Champ W. Davis, Jr.
Mercedes and
William Davison
Joan Dawson
Bridget and Chris Dees
R. Edward DeWalt
Brenda and Ron Dilts
Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and
Frank DiNovo
Marci Dodds and
Cody Sokolski
Victoria Pifalo and
Kieran Donaghy
Maggie Dougherty-Roberts

Lorraine and
Terrance Downing
Charles DuBose
Jennifer Ellis
Karen Ennen and
David O'Brien
Kim Erndt-Pitcher and
Lenny Pitcher
Ezra Levin Foundation
Laurie and David Farrell
Philip Fields
Debbie and Chuck Frank
Peggy and Stephen Goulding
Carol Livingstone and
Daniel Grayson
Sue and Kevin Green
Andrew Gulya
Rudy Habben
Debra and James Halle
Jilland Bob Hamann
John Hamby
Kathy and Richard Harden
Sue and Dick Harris
Jim Hart
Amy Hassinger and
Adam Davis
Laura and Andrew Hatch
Cynthia Hoyle and
Sheldon Katz
Sharon Irish
Dr. Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman
Eva Jehle
Christine Jenkins and
Susan Searing
Pat and Harold Jensen
Larry Johnson
Barbara Jones and
Joel Plutchak
Judith M. Joy
Rhonda Jurinak
Rosemary and
Robert C. Kanter
Marilyn and David Kay
Susan and Ron Kiddoo
Beverly and George H. Kieffer
Peggy Patten and
Todd Kinney
Judith Koehler
Betty and Harold Lareau
Cloydia and Rick Larimore
Linda Larsen
Rosemary Laughlin
Jane and Raymond Leuthold
Maria and Jeff Levengood
Karen Medina and
Stuart Levy
Genevieve Long and
Keith Schinkoeth
Linda Lorenz
Leigh Marcotte
Marion McCarthy
Daniel McGrath
David McNussen
Becky Mead
Theresa and Bruce Michelson
Leslie and lan Mitchell
Dorothy Neumann
Cindy and John A. Norris
Jean Paley
Helen M. Parker
Joseph Petry
Anne Phillips
Jacquie Hill and David Plath
Nancy Pagaduan and
John Popovics **
Reneé Potter and Rick Broyles
Lee and Bradley Price
Carole and Harold Reed

Chris Rewerts
Robin Sahner and
Bruce Reznick
Richard Rhodes
Pam and Lan Richart
Patty Riggins
Marlyn Rinehart and
Nick Rinehart
Verlyn and Paul Rosenberger
Jeffrey Sanders
Catherine Schmidt-Jones and
Douglas Jones
Vicki Rowe and Cliff Shipley
Melvyn A. Skvarla
Lloyd Smith
Audrey Ishii and
Charlie Smyth
Elaine and Case Sprenkle
William Stewart
Richard Stout
Joan and Jack Streed, on behalf
of Theron Luhn
Patricia VerStrat
Sandra and Bill Volk
Lynn and Ira Wachtel
Shirley and William Walker
Claudia and Mark Washburn
JoAnn and Leroy Wehrle
William and Luann White
Christopher Wilcock
Amy Wildermuth and
Gwen Foster
William Wilson
Alex Winternelson
Gretka and Ralph Wolfe
Gaye Wong

Friends $50-$99
Anonymous (6)
Megan Acevedo
Mary Jo Adams
Patricia Hodges and

John Allen
Tom Anastasio
Charlene Anchor
Michael Ander
Sally W. Anderson
Cecelia Bacom and

Tim Bannon
Anna Barnes and

David Riecks **
Nina and Carl Barron
Kimeri and Tom Beck
Kathleen Bell
Alice Berkson
Mary A. Blair
Jim Blaul
Marie Bohl
Pamela J. Bowers
Susan and Mark Bowman
Pamela Bowsher
Virginia Bradford
Alice Brandon
Susan Braxton
Andrea Bretl
Lois and Gerald Brighton
Martha Brown
Kathleen and Dennis Buetow
Ann and Bob Burger
MaryAnn Bushman
Carla Caceres and Craig Milling
Kristin and Michael Camp
Roy Campbell
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Ben Cantrell

Yong Cao
Gretchen Knapp and
Angelo Capparella
Beth Chato
Jeri and Gary Cochran
Lauren Coleman
B.M. Colleran and
D.A. Parisian-Colleran
N. Dana Collins
Anna and Garland Conner
Martha Cook
Mary and Brian Cook
Paul Cousert
Jane and Don Creason
Ramona Curry
Susan Enscore and
Donald Davis
Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue
Margaret Deming
Misganaw Demisse
Paula and Dan Deneen
Sharon Derence
Chris Dietrich
Thomas J. Dolan
Margaret Miller and
Scott Dossett
Dennis Dreher
Barbara Stanger and
Duane Dust
Cathy Edmiston
Janette Eichfeld
Mindy and Jamie Ellis
Jorie Emory
Albert England
Christine and Cody Favilla
Darwin Fields
Richard File
Patricia Flores
Viktoria Ford and
Stephen Kaufman
Susan and Tim Forsyth
Cherie and Bob Foster
Rachel Fowler
Bettina and George Francis
Beverly A. Friese
Angela and Joseph Milton
Deanna Glosser
Robin and Bruce Goettel
Chris and Mark Golden
Jennifer Goran
George and Myra Gordon
Katie Poulos and
Steve Gough
Joseph Grabill
Angela Gruend|
Jilland John Gusmano
Shari and Steven Hall
Susan Haney
Jody Hanger and
Chris Hannauer
Heather and Fran Harty
Sharon L. Hayes
Carol and Scott Hays **
Donna Hippensteel
Kay Hodson
Natalie Holden
Jan and Ken Holder
Craig J. Holderness
Margaret and
Charles Hollowell
Marvin Hubbell
Philip Hult
Dorothea and Donnell Hunt
Steve Hurst
William R. Jacober
Naomi and Eric Jakobsson
Elisabeth Jenicek
David Joens

Beth and Bryan Johns
Betty Johnson
Libby Johnston
Morgan Johnston
Gwen A. Jones
Karen Kane
Jo and Doug Kibbee
Eva Pomerantz and
Duane Kimme
Mary F. Klein
Roger and Becky Klink
Therese and Randall Kobel
Karen Koenig
Antje and Edward Kolodziej
Allan Koslofsky
Karla M. Kraeszig
Pierre Kriel
Joseph Krischon
Susan and Curtis Krock
Margaret and Ed Krol
Jennifer Hines and
Rob Krumm
Piyush Labhsetwar
Gregory Lambeth
Rick Lanham
Glennie and Larry Larimore
Dave Larsen
Robert Larson
Sheri Latash
Diane Lathrop
Emily Laugesen
Jeannie Austin and
Richard Lazarus
Debbie Albano and Pete Leki
Elizabeth Letterly
Penni Livingston and
Ray Heitman
Melanie Loots
Ann and David Marriott
Jane and Joe Marriott
Amy McArthur and
William Theisen
Rebecca McBride
Barbara McKasson
Megan McLaughlin
Jay E. Meeker
Jean and Durango Mendoza *
Brian Miller
Carol Miller
Judy Miller
Sallie Miller
Mark Nelson
Sarah Barnett Nemeth
Sonia and Phillip Newmark
Paul Noel
David Novak
Eric Nudelman
Randy Nyboer
Diane and Tom O'Rourke
Elizabeth Tyler and
Robert Olshansky
Agnes and Robert Overturf
Deborah Owen and
Kevin Frings
Sally Parry and
Robert McLaughlin
Jen and Wayne Politsch
Laurie and Scott Preece
Kevin Price
Marise Robbins- Forbes
Julia and Gene Robinson
Ann and Bob Romadka
Kim and Steve Royal
William Saylor
Eva Ginsburg and
Steven Scher
Dennis M. Schwank
Virginia and David Scott
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Dave, Nina, Kai and
Noa Sherwood
Beth Shirk and Scott Meyer
Susan and Darryl Silver
Kathleen Zurkowski and James
Simeone
Mary J. Sleeth
Cecily Smith
Winton U. Solberg
Mary Kay Solecki and John Taft
Hal Sprague
Nancy Stagg
Bernadine and Robert Stake
Kim and Dave Stang|
Rob Stanton
Regina Stefanelli, Lance Neeper,
and Leo Neeper
John Steinbacher
Pnina and Gadi Steiner
Dale Strough
Stan Summers
Casey Sutherland and
Linda Coleman
Cynthia Swanson
Bette Tambling
Christopher Taylor
J. Edward Tichenor
Christine and Jon Todd
Terry Tonielli
Laurel Toussaint and Tom Bik
Tori Trauscht
Terri Treacy
Matthew Vernau
Kirsten Walker
Emily S. Watts
Brian Whiteley
Sally Foote and Tom Wold
Betsy and Kam Wong
Tony Wong
Virginia Woulfe-Beile
Stan Zarnowiecki

Donors $1-$49
Anonymous (9)

Antonio Acevedo

Ryan Adams

Carolyn and Stan Adkins
Kia Alexander

Evan Anderson

Mary Anderson

Susan Anderson

Richard Atterberry

Katie Baggett

Robert and Cathy Baird
Jessica Ball

Samantha Baquiran
Donna and Steven Barkley
Gretchen and Roger Batz
Steven Benton

Astrid Berkson
Christopher Berti

Gary Biesterfeld

Jane Block and Paul Kruty
Eileen Borgia

Nick and Genese Bouchard
William Bromer

Charlotte Brown

Donna and John Brown
Steve Buck

Ryan Burgess

Elizabeth Burnette

* In-kind supporter

Lucienne and Michael Burrus

Virginia Busboom

Sam Cahnman

David Ceperley

Stuart Clark-Price

Susan Cook

Cynthia Cope

Caleb Curtiss

Adriana Daniel

Dolores Das

Brad de Ark

Jessica DeMartini

Carole Devaney

Lori DeYoung

Craig Eckert

Joyce Eisold

Alice Englebretsen

Tracy Evans and
Andrzej Bartke

Jane Mohraz and
A.Belden Fields

Avis and Jeff Fisher

Louis Forristall

Rosemary Gentry

Kylene Gilbert

Erika Gilmore

Allison Goodwell

Jeffrey Haas

Laura Haber and Todd Rusk

Paige and Jeff Hall

Kristine Hammerstrand

Jennifer Hansen

John Hassett

Bill Hechler

Andrew Hertenstein

Martin Hobbs

Marian Huhman and David
Buchner

Andrea Jackson

JoAnn Jacoby

Barbara Jauhola

Louise Johns

Tom Johnson

Halie Kastl

Eric Keeley

John Keller Family

Nancy and Dennis Kern

Leah Ketay

Margaret Keylin

David Kim

Amelia Kimball

Eva Pomerantz and
Duane Kimme

Andrea R. Klein

John H.P. Klueter

Kim Knowles and
Marie Duffin

Philip J. Koerner

Melony Barrett and
Chris Korose

Dorothy Koster

Carol and William Kubitz

Ronald Kurasz

Jeanne and
Donald R. Ladzinski

Walter Lembke

Lauren and Hui Leohner

Janice Lilly

Margaret and Tom Lindblade

Nancy and Larry Littell

Joanne Petersen and
Richard Litzler

Michael Longo

**In-kind and monetary supporter
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Julie Luner and Bruce Dien
Madeleine Mahan
Craig Mankowski
Kathryn and Stephen Marshak
Ann McDowell
Eduardo Mascorro
Jeffrey Matthews
Glenn Mehling
Lisa and Kevin Merrifield
Anja Metz
Alinda and Edward L. Michael
Charles C. Monson
Jennifer Monson
Annette Moore
Viviana Morales
Rob Morris
Nancy and David Morse
Rebecca Moss
Carla Murray and
Tom Herring
Dave and Jenn Myers
Jacob Nelson
Anna and Stephen Nesbitt
Curtis Nesler
Conley Nicholson
Elise Nishikawa
Dick Norton
Vickie and Brian Nudelman
Stacy and Dan Olson
Pattie Ong
Marjet Oosterkamp
Lonna Osterbur
Suzana Palaska
Frances and Murray Peshkin
Sarka Petrickova
Sigrid and Alan Pilgrim
Carolyn and Bob Pohlkotte
Trish Quintenz
James Quisenberry
Rob Ratz
Andrew Rehn
Barbara Donahue and
Rich Rehn
Chris Reisetter
Anne Rigby
Leanne Riley
Janis Roberts Andry and
William Roberts
Elizabeth Rockman
Arlynn Gottlieb and
Ron Rothschild
Elizabeth Ruby
Tara Hoeft Runde
Henrietta Saunders
Edward Schell
Linda Schmeckpeper
Mark Schoeffmann
Linda and Paul Schutt
Theresa Scott
Katelin Shields
Rod Siders
Erin Slifer
Leslie Smith
Carol and Topper Steinman
Judith Stoll
Lucinda Strehlow
Donna Stucky
Beverly Thomas
Sandra and Brian Thomas
Trent Thomas
Daniel Thompson
Ron Thompson
Janet Thornhill

Paula and David Tibbott
Patricia Walter

Diane and James Wardrop
Nic Wedig

Patricia Weiner

John Wierschem

Steve Winter

Beth Wohlgemuth

Qina Yan

Sandra and Jeff Yockey
Zoe Zaloudek

Boneyard Clean-Up

Adams Outdoor Advertising

American Society of Civil
Engineering- Central IL

B.K.S. lyengar Yoga Institute
of GU

Busey Bank Investment Group

Champaign County Design &
Conservation Foundation

Champaign Park District

City of Champaign

City of Urbana

Common Ground Food Co-op

Community Center for the Arts

Cross Construction

CUMTD

Deans Graphics

Delta Sigma Pi

Doterra Consulting

Educational Dividends

Farm Credit lllinois

Farnsworth Group

Fehr Graham

Garcia's Pizza

Dan Marker, Hickory Point Bank

lllinois-American Water -
Champaign District

Irenka Carney - website

Kiwanis Club of Champaign
County

The News-Gazette

Pekara Bakery

Radio Maria

RATIO Architects

Robeson Family Benefit Fund

Roberts Camera

Silvercreek/Courier Café

Sport Redi Mix

TCBY

University of lllinois- Facilities &
Services

Debby Auble, Ward & Associates
Realtors, Inc.

WPGU Radio

Others

Amazon Smile
EarthShare lllinois
Schnucks E-Scrip Program

Volunteers
Emma Eichelman
Joy Schmoll
Danielle Thayer

Run for Your Rivers
Fundraising Team

Zachary Barnaal

David Bullock

Bob Burger

Som Dutta

Lizand Don Greeley
Dixie and Gary Jackson
Rob Kanter

Marilyn and David Kay
Lauren Logan
Genevieve Long
Fernanda Maciel

Paul Noel

Nudelman Family
Marjet Oosterkamp
Andrew Rehn

Keith Schinkoeth
David Sherwood

Case Sprenkle

Memorial Gifts
Charles Goodall
Andrea Goodall Trulove

Bill Goran

Bill Brown

Countryside School

Karisa and Andrew Eheart
Michelle and Marvin Hanson
Helene and Thomas Kacich
Don Kurtz

Richard McDonald

Gail and John McWilliams
John and Lissa May Mudrick
Elizabeth and David Nicol
Janet L. Peters

JamesR. Payne
Anonymous

Michael Scully
Ann Boisclair and
Jeffrey Jens

Wayne Tipsword
Luan and Don Davis

Honorary Gifts

Kristina Boerger’s Birthday

Kay Holley

Carol Washburne and Shelley
Masar

Katherine Flugge, in honor of
John Louis Sitch

Joan and Jim Hocker, in honor
of Canton Area Citizens for
Environmental Issues




ILLINOIS® SELF-BONDING PROBLEM

BY TYLER ROTCHE

This April, the world's largest privately
owned coal producer, Peabody Energy
Corporation, filed for bankruptcy
protection. Companies responsible for
more than 45 percent of U.S. coal output

are now in bankruptcy.

Peabody’s bankruptcy marks an
important chapter in coal’s story of
structural decline. The days of coal’s
dominant position in our energy
portfolio are gone — coal supplied ; - i
one third of electricity generation last
year, down from the 50 percent share it claimed at the
beginning of the century. The days of coal’s dominant
position in Illinois employment have been lost to
mechanization — Illinois now produces half as much coal

as a century ago, with only 4 percent of the miners.

Investors are increasingly turning against coal. Neverthe-

less, this is not the end of Peabody — this is restructuring.

According to a company spokesperson, “there are

no impacts and no effects from today’s [bankruptcy]
announcement on jobs, on offices or on operations.”

In part, they may be correct — this is primarily a time

of balance sheet restructuring. U.S. Mine Safety and
Health Administration data show drastic cuts across the
company's mining portfolio, but this effort to stabilize
prices in the oversupplied coal market may (or should)

have occurred regardless.

The real impact of Peabody’s bankruptcy will be most
evident in bankruptcy court. Will “balance sheet
restructuring” leave the taxpayer to pay for unrestored

mine sites?

Given that Peabody’s Securities and Exchange
Commission 10K filing shows $1.4 billion in self-bonding
liabilities — and only a $200 million loan secured for
reclamation obligations — there is a strong chance that the

answer is “Yes.”

Every coal company is required to restore affected mine
lands — returning the approximate original contour of the
land, minimizing damage to water bodies, establishing

permanent vegetation in the area, and bringing the area

Peabody’s abandoned Will Scarlet Mine - the disastrous result of unfunded reclamation obligations.
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to a usable condition. Mining law requires “bonding” to
ensure that funds are available in case the company shirks

its obligations.

Illinois allows companies to use (a) surety bonds (where
a third party agrees to uphold the company’s obligations,
like an insurance policy); (b) collateral bonds (using

cash or other assets); or (c) self-bonds (where a company
submits financial information as proof of its financial
health).

Today, $127,690,995.25 in outstanding reclamation
bonding is represented by self-bonds, purporting to cover
35 mining areas. The bulk of this amount is held by
Peabody Energy, through “Peabody Investments Corp.”

While Peabody has plans for reclamation, the only real
guarantee for clean-up is essentially a “too-big-to-fail”
stamp given to a floundering company struggling to

compete.

After a lengthy bankruptcy agreement, mining regulators
might have to settle on less than a 100% payment, leaving
insufficient funds for restoration — meaning that the

funds would have to be obtained elsewhere.

As Peabody scrambles to stay afloat, Illinois has a closing
window of opportunity to acknowledge reality, and
ensure that Peabody does not escape mine reclamation

responsibilities during bankruptcy.

Illinois communities have worked to ensure fiscal
stability amidst a struggling state budget — we don’t
need to take on liabilities from Peabody and other

irresponsible operators.
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1902 FOX DRIVE, SUITE G
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WWW.PRAIRIERIVERS.ORG

Monarchs go right through Illinois
3,000 mile
migration. Monarchs cannot survive

during their annual
without milkweed; their caterpillars

only eat milkweed plants, and
monarch butterflies need milkweed
to lay their eggs. Unfortunately, we
have lost almost all milkweed and
native pollinator plants from the
landscape due to urban sprawl and

intensive agriculture.

I'T°’S NOT TOO LATE TO
DONATE!

www.imathlete.com/donate/
PrairieRiversNetwork

WILDLIFE
[FEDERATIONN

PRN is the lllinois affiliate of the
National Wildlife Federation.
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THANK YOU
RUNNERS AND WALKERS

Thank you to the following runners
and walkers who are raising money
for the Monarch butterfly during
their charity races at the 2016 Illinois
Marathon:

Andrea Fain
Jean Flemma
Carol and Scott Hays
Rob Kanter
Nudelman Family

Erin Slifer

First Presbyterian Church of Urbana
Earth Care Team:
David Bullock, Bob Burger, Liz Greeley
Dixie and Gary Jackson, David Sherwood
Case Sprenkle, and Linda Williams

Camp No Scouts (Amy Byrum, Leader):
Diza Baryshnikov, Emil LeBauer,
Elliana Moore, Theodore Nevins

Kavi Patel, and Miles Sola

o Please share this newsletter with a friend when you are done.

Miles for Monarchs//

Earn Money for PRN while you shop.
prairierivers.org/schnucks
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Monarchs are beautiful creatures and
important pollinators. PRN is working
with our partners to promote and
coordinate the planting of milkweed
and other pollinator plants across
Illinois. Please help by making a
donation today!

THANK YOU TO OUR
BUSINESS SPONSORS

Anderson Farms
Blue Moon Farm
Champaign Surplus
Champaign Telephone Company
Common Ground Food Co-op
Elliott Counseling Group
First Mid-Illinois Bank
Fox Developement Corporation
Kickapoo Landing
Marco Technical Documentation, Inc.
National Wildlife Federation
Neutral Cycle
Patagonia
Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
SharePower Responsible Investing
UpClose Marketing & Printing
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Designate PRN to receive your
ESI workplace giving contributions.

PHOTO ATTRIBUTES (C) //
Jason Lindsey
Joy Schmoll



