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"BOTTLEBILL" PASSESENVIRONHENTCOHMITTEEHITH A 10-4 VOTE:
(READ ALL ABOUTIT ONPAGE3)

ENERGYPLANNINGIN ILLINOIS commission ~"ill discuss coal development
Thcrei·s s·tiII i:·ime· ·for·· you to attend IEC's in general and Nr. Remo Castrale Hill
wo rkahop on Energy Planning in Illinois. speak on some of the legislation concern
Plan to join us for the latest scoop on ·Hith coal mine subsidence. Hr.
"That the various agencies of government Castrale is Superintendent of Schools
are proposing. in Johnston City whe re t-vlO high schools

were seriously damaged by mine subsidence.
He has been tro r'ki.ng ,vith legislators on
this problem.

He have planned to have the workshop ad-
journ at 3:30 to allow you time to visti
your legislators. This would be a good
opportuni ty to talk to them about. the
bottle bill and other legislation your are
conce rned ab out .

The program will cover most aspects of
energy pLannf.ng in Illinois and you Hill
have an opportunity to meet ~·iith and
question the people responsible for making
policy.

The morning program includes Ernest
Dunwoody and Bruce Green from the Div-
ision of Energy v7hoHill. discuss the
Statets proposals for energy conservation
and solar energy. Also Rep. Joseph Luco
will discuss a plan supported by the
Energy Resources Commission to reorganize
all the energy and environmental agencies
into a Natural Resources Commission.

Remember!
Nicholas
$3.00.

Hay 4th at; 9 :00 a.m., St.
hotel, Springfield. Lunch is

****************************************

HORATORlillrONSTRIP MINI1~G?
As~ie· :i"re··t.ypini~ thfs-· ne,-:;~ietter. the U. S.
Congress is debating the Federal Strip
mining BilL One of the it;ems of debate
is an amendment to put a five year
moratorium of the strip mining of prime
agricultural lands. Groups in Illinois
have been wo rk.Lng very. hard for such an
amendmerrt , It Ls too late to write
to your representative, but the issue will
be debated in the Senate next week.
Hri te to Senator Percy and Senator ':' ..~'
Stevenson urging them to support such
an amendr.tent.
****************************************

At noon , Hilliam Shilling, Governor ~·mNEEDPEOPLEIN EVE1J.Y"DISTRICT HOPJZING
Thompson1 s assistant on energy, ~.1ill ONTHE BOTTLEBILL. PLEASECONTACTIEC
discuss the Governor's program. The IF YOU·CAN HELP. IF YOULIVE IN THE
afternoon program Hill concentrate on CHICAGOA.."R.EACONTACTTHE CHICAGOOFFICE
aspects of coal development. Jake OTHERSCONTACTTHE.SPRINGFIELDOFFICE.
Dumelle of the Pollution Control Board HE NOH HAVEHORECOp·lESOF TlPOINTOF
will address the impact ·of coal develop- NORETURNS'!AVAILABLE. HE RAVE.AN
ment on air pollution. Dr. James Hartnett, EXCELLENTIS HINUTESLIDE SHOHAND
public member of the Energy Resources Bm~ER STICKERS. (see page 4).

. .
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CORRIDOR PARK PROPOSED FOR MIDDLE FO~K

The Committee on the Niddle Fork of the Vermilion River has released its plans for
a natural river park whLch calls for annex,ation of a nar row l2-mile corridor to
Kickapoo State Park.

The Committee's plan is a bare-bones, economical course of action that should return
well over $1 million to the State treasury. About 1,500 acres of agricultural land
wou Ld be returned to private ownership. A new campground would be added at the
north end of the 2,500-acre corridor, but other major developments would be con-
fined to the existing Kickapoo State Park. However, several picnic-access areas
would be opened near the bridges in the 2,500-acre c9rridor. Several high-quality
prairies and wood Lands wou Ld be dedicated as state Nature Preserves, and an arch-
aeological site of national significance could be opened to the public. The plan
would be the first of its "kind in the state~ and would open one of Illinois' finest
rivers for public enjoyment.

THO years ago the Department of Conservation developed a more costly park design
that included additional campgrounds and trails. The Committee believes these more
elaborate features can waa t until the. State's financial condition impL"UVes. or
federal funds become available.

The Committee is concerned about Director Kenney's statement that his plan calls for
nacquiring a good deal more land,!! and his silence on the issue of returning some
of the State's land to private ownership. "The Committee advocates returning as
much agricultural land as possible to private enterprise wh Ll.e preserving the
natural character of the Middle Fork River for the enjoyment of the citizens of
Illinois and Vermilion County. During the campaign, Governor Thompson said, _"
"Some of the land that has been bought can be resold on the private market. 11 The
Committee feels that its plan is consistent v7ith the Governor's campaign state-
ments and economical enough to merit his support.

This proposal outlines an economical river corridor park development along the
Niddle Fork of the Vermilion River. It is a plan for dispOSition of the 4,000
acres of stat e--otsnadland Ln the river valley. The plan calls for:
.1. A 2,500 acre corridor to be annexed to Kickapoo State Park extending north

about 15 .river miles to a point near Selscer Ford.
2. Sale of about 1,500 acres of state-owned farmland, with original owners

offered the right of first refusal. Sales should yield about "one or two
million dollars in revenues for the State of Illinois.

3. Consolidation of Vermilion County Conservation District holdings.
4. Consideration of the Hiddle Fork for the National Hild and Scenic Rivers System,

and dedication of four Illinois State Nature Preserves in the corridor. Habi-
tats of rare and endangered species of plants and animals would be protected.

5. Returning virtually all cropland in the area to production as soon as possible.

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

The river ~orridor would be managed as a unit with Kickapoo State Park. Recrea-
tional opportunities provided in the river valley wou Ld be added to those included
in the present master plan for the State Parle The expanded park wou Ld contain 32
ponds, 18 miles of river, and a ,vide variety of terrain.



B TTlE BilL o ~TTEE
The House Committee en Environment, Energy and Natural Resources passed the
bottle bill by a vote of 10 to 4 after a "stormy session" on April 22. Until
recently. it has been thought: that bottle bills would be impossible to pass in
<In industrial state because of the ferocity of.the industrial lobby but the
pnss8ge of the Hi_chigan bill by referendum last Novemher broke the ice and two
weeks a~o a similar hill passed the house in Connecticut. The Chicago Sun-Times,
Oaily News. and Tribune, as well as many other newspapers. organizations? and
local governments around the state have endorsed the Illinois Beverage Container
Act (UG 730) sponsored by Rep. Dan Pierce. Highland Park.

Hueh political work ha~ heen done by lEe and other organizations to make the
bottle hill .a powerful issue in the districts of the members of the committee.
Some representatives spoke of receiving hundreds of letters. Rep. Boucek, in
" hrief speech explaining his vote reported getting 40 phone calls from his con-
stituents on the Sunday before the vote while he was trying to cut his lawn. He
s.:lidhe enjoyed them, believe it or not. Even so, going into the committee we
~Ol1l.ct count only nine sure votes and ten of the 18 votes were needed t.o 'Win.

To make matters worse ~ one of the promised votes was f rcm Jack Williams (D--5).
Al though 1.Jilliams had promised a good numbe r of his constituents that he would
vote for the bottle bill, 11e left the House chamber during the debate and ,.rhen
the cruc i a I t Lme for the vote came. he was nowhe re to be found. As the vote
progr.essed. we had at least ten people combing the Capitol for him, unsuccess-
foLly. Then, at. the last minute. the farm vote came through and c.linched the
victor.y (Reprcr,entatives Hart and HcMaster). Farmers and environmentalists
have o f ten been on the opposite sides of issues in the past, but in Michigan
and Vermont farm organizations played a major role in passing deposi.t legisla-
tion and they also played. that role here on April 22.

Th~ final vote was:

Nn 4
;'llresent" 2-r'A-i~scnt""- 2

(Boucek, Kelly. Getty, Bowman, Antonovych. Meyer~
Pierce, Reed, McMaster, Hart)

Be sure to write and thank your representative for
voting "Aye"
(MacDonald, Dawson, Eartulis, Flynn)
(Van Duyne , Ceo-Kar Ie )
(Farley, \i\1Uliams)

As usual, the container industry had shipped in a p.;reat number of worke rs to
r~;lck the hearin~ and Cha Lrman }'lynn had to quiet them down from time to time
bl.lt t..fhe.nthe vote was announced. we shrinking-violet envf ronment.aLt s t s managed
to make more noise than they ever did.

The House Floor. vote is scheduled for May 21. Much \'fork needs to be done
be fore rha t date to conv i.nce the rest of the legislators to vote for this bill.
Y 1 ~ PIa..... to devote s ome time in the next three weeks to help us win!OU can l"'~_p." "'.



BOTTLE Bill D·EJ~r}t.1 E
ACTIVISTS NEEDED IN EVERY DISTRICT_-'-_._-----
Bottle bill work up to now has been largely confined to districts with committee
members~ Now we have only three weeks ,to mobilize public opinion enough to see
that the full house confirms its cOtllmittee's recommendation.

Most of what has to be done is quite,straightforward. The vast majority of
p~')1?l.:!support the bill, but the vast majority won't write letters unless 'ITe
fhed ways to spur them on. Hany organizations would be willing to endorse the
bill and write official letters to their representatives, but they won't unless
S0~;::~Gne suggests it. Newspapers will print letters to the editors, but not
until. someone writes them. ~1ay 21st. will be here soon so the time to act is
now. Letts not lose'this momentum. Act Now.

SPECIFIC THINGS TO DO--,,---_ ...:..:.:;..;;....:...;:;_...;..:_--"'-'-

.:'l.. Knoff1 Your District
-Get you-r leglslators I names, home addresses ~telephone numbera , and find out
their polit.ical position i,ngeneral. (Call lEC office)

-Hake up lists of all local newspapers and all community grou'['sin the area.
-Fi!::dout what local ~overnments have their own environmental age.ncies.
-Get a list of all present supporters (call lEC) of the bill and add to it

as we gain new supporters.

B. .9-et Local Groups to Support the Rill
See that all local community groups and relevant government agencies are
contacted and asked if they would like to see our slide show or have written
material about the bill. Try to use members of these groups or agencies for
information distribution. If these gro~ps decide to support the bill, ask
the.m to send·lett.ers of support to their legislators.

C. Cre~te !~.9calPu.pJ.icit_y
See that local leaders or groups write letters to the editor of local pcpers
supporting the hill. Work on getting local papers to endorse the bill.

D. Foc.us on Legislators
Get people to call their legislators at home ahout the bill~ especially
local leaders or people who know the legislators. Calls have great impact.
Ncxt;, get as many individuals in the dJ.st.rictas possible to ~;7ritetheir
legislators. Writ'e:

Representative ~ _
State Office Building
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Letters should be brieft should urge support of HB-730, and should include
a line or two of personal experience if possible.

E. Keep in Touch with LlHuof.s Environmental ,Council Offices
~1icHgO Office (312) 663-0863, S~ringfield Office (217) 544-5954
Report successes, failures, bright ideas, any media attention (pro or con~
include Letters to the Editor)~ and especially~ any feedback from your
Legislators.

~ ..



LEGISLATIVE ACTION

These have been a frantic two weeks for the Leg LsLat'ur e and IEC Staff. Because
of House and Senate deadlines, most of our bills have been heard during this
time. .Commf.t rees are meeting from early morning to night trying to get through
the great mass: of' l~gislation in front of them:before'the deadline. For. the
most part the news on the environmental front has been good. Of course, the
major victory was getting the "bottle bill" out of committee on Friday, April 22.
Following are some.of the'other actions that we are very pleased about.

ROCK ISLAND 'TRAIL SALE B'ILL DEFEATED

Fri~y, April 22, the 'House Environment Committee voted on HB 1544 which would
have required the Dep ar'tmerrtof' Conservation to sell the Rock Island Trail at
public auc tLon , That 'land was donated to the State of Illinois by the Forest
Park Foundation for use as a hiking and bi~ycle trail. The bill was strongly
opposed by,'~he Illinois Environmental Council and the many groups in the -Peo rda
area who have worked so hard over the years to get the bike and hiking trail
established.
rill 1544 was originally introduced by Rep. Sumner whose husband owns land adjacent
to the trail. She has been the leader in the fight to stop trail construction.

,Prop.()n~ntsof the trail challenged the propriety of Nrs. Sumner's introductl.on
of legislation which could result in financial benefit to her. The issue be-
came, so embarrassing that she tvithdrew from the bill's sponsorship after the
Peoria paper suggested that if she were going to pursue private interests she·
should consider resigning from the General Assembly. However , she did testify
at the hearing making a virulent attack on the Sierra Club which had brought up
the conflict of interest question~

Rep:r;esentatives of the Sierra Club did not have an opportunity to respond to
.that charge. However, the Environment Committee conclusively defeated the bill.
He were particularly pleased with testimony from the Director of the Department
of Conservation, David Kenney. Dr. Kenney indicated that he would like to try

.to,v.70rkout some sort of solution for the. trail. He is planning to bring the
opponents and proponents together and is considering opening one section of the
trail on a .tr'La.Lbasis ~ tIe opposed HB 1544 on the grounds that it would close
o~f that .optLon , ',,' ..

LAl'l'D RESOURCES J'.1A..,1'JAGEHENT STUDY CO:HHISSION APPROVED IN COt-nUTTEE

A commission to be composed of 10 legislative members and 8 public members to
"study .vard.ousaspects of land use policy and to report its findings to the

general assembly in two:years passed the House Environment Committee Tuesday,
:April 26. ';The:bill (HB' 766} is identical to one introduced by Rep. Uugalian two
'years ago ...It ttas,ha'dstrong'backing from lEC. Las.t;time the bill passed the
House but; was, gi.v,e,~ d;' 'an' ,U:n:friendlySenator for sponsorship' and died. He hope
it will ·fair better 'this 'Year.' .

Hhile we generally oppose the creation of new comn1issions, the Illinois 1~'g;isla-1"
ture is so hesitant to act in the area of land management and the problems are
so serious that the establishment of a study commission seems to be a necessary
first step.

5



LEGISLATIVE ACTION (Continued)

The conflict between various interests for Illinois land is great. Agriculture,
Coal, Industry-,Housing, hd.ghways, and recreation all want the land and the State
of Illinois has NO mechanism to plan for -what use is in the best interest of the
citizens of the State now and for the future. Establishment of a commission to
study land resource management in Illinois is an important step in developing
such a mechanism.

HETLANDS BILL CLEARS HOUSE COl1MITTEEHITH VOTES TO SPARE

Rep. Glenn Schneider (D-41) was successful in getting a new version'of the "Scenic
Rivers" or "Hetlands Bill" (HE 1718) so dear to the heart of conservati_onists
in Illinois through the House Environment Committee on Tuesday of this week. The
bill was drafted by the Chicago Council of Lawyers Environmental Law Committee. 'It
requires the Illinois D~partment of Gonservation to inventory and study the system
of Illinois waterways and recommend segments for inclusion in the system. Based
on prev~ous studies, 20 areas are designated as initial segments of the system. IEC
is planning to meet with the sponsors of the bill to discuss the provisions and
to provide input on past work done on wetland bills.

BILL TO REDUCE EPA AUTHORITY DEFEATED

HB 923 which would have prohibited the Pollution Control Board or the Environmental
Protection Agency from imposing any standards or conditions more stringent than
those imposed by the federal government was soundly defeated in the House Environ-
ment Committee. The bill was particularly dangerous because there are a number of
areas such as solid Haste and noise where there are no clear federal standards.

NATURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION ACT

This bill (SB 882) was put in a subcommittee by the Rouse Agricultural Committee.
The bill clarified and defines the duties of the Nature Preserves Commission and
provides for a system of dedicated nature preserves and reserve areas, for a re-
gister of natural and reserve areas, and for the control and management of dedicated
and registered areas. It is a very long bill and the committee felt that neither
they nor their staff had had adequate time to study the bill. It was put into an
active subcommittee which "'illwork on the bill over the summer. IEC is strongly
in support of this bill and will be working Hith the subcommittee to make sure that
it will be considered in the fall.

ILLINOIS NUCLEAR POl·1EREVALUATION ACT

On a motion by Representative Kelly and a unanimous vote of the committee, HB 764
whf.chwould creat;ethe Nuclear POvJer Evaluation Connrdttee to study the effects of
light-wat~r fission-fueled power generation facilities was put in study committee.
This bill wou Ld ban all new construction of nuclear power plants for a five-year
period after the effective date of the Act. By moving the bill to study committee,
it ,:i,.,p, .kept alive for further consideration •... ::: .....



ENVIRONHENTAL CALENDAR

May 4, 1977 IliiIiOis Environmental Council Horkshop. Energy Planning Illinois
9:bd ~.m. to 3;30. Registration fee $3.00 Includes lunch.
St. Nicholas Hotel, Springfield. Drop-ins accepted.

Nay 4, 1977 7=30 p.m. Great Lakes Chapter, Sierra Club. Chicago Academy of
Sciences, 2001 North Clark Street. "Alaska's National Interest Land!!.

May 12. 1977 Resource }lobilization Conference.
10:00 a.m. to 4:06 p.m.

210 South East Street, Bloomington

Hay 5, 12, 19, 26. Meetings on kxecutive Branch Reor~anization sponsored by the
Governor's Office and League of .·HomenVoters, in Chicago, Hheaton, Springfield,
and Peoria. Further meetings iriJune •. F6t informatibn contact: Joan Schilf,
160 N. LaSalle, St. Chicago, 11. 60601 (312) 793-3757. Testimony Helcome.

June 28, 29, 1977 - USEPA is sponsorirt8 a regional ~eminar on Resource Re¢overy.
Heeting will be at the Hyatt Rege.ticy,Chicago. and li~ited to first 250. Contact:
EPA "Resource Recovery?1. P.O. Box 17413, Dulles International Airport, 1-J'ashington,
D.C. 20041 (703) 471-6180.

ILLINOIS EPA NEtJS

"No relaxation of existing reguli:lt:fons-l~iilbe necess~ry to burn an expected 14
millidn more tons of Illinois coai by 1985" IEPA DireCtor Leo Eisel said recently
at a State'Wide Po l.Lcy Advisory Committee meeting for clean wa rer planning in
Sprin~field. ri!liereis enough flexibility in the present regulations to allm,)'
industry to step up production. 11 Howeve r , new regulations for controlling water
pollutants from coal mining area~ may be developed iriIEPA's planning program to
control water pollutants from broad land areas.

These statements .1l7ereconsistent ,·;ith.another IEPA Report whd ch examines Coal Use
In Illinois. That report indicated that Illinois coa1 consumption by Majdr
Illinois utilities v7ill increase almost 50 percent in the next eight years. The
report, "Illinois Coal and Tl.Lf.nods Environment: A Citizen Guide to Better Under-
standing," is available free from the Office of Public Affairs, IEPA, 2200
Churchill Road, Springfield, II. 62706.

In light of President Carter's program to turn the sp~tlight on the use of coal,
this report provides an interesting perspective. "There is a great deal of mis'-
information circulating throughout the state about Illinois coal burning regula-
tions,tlsaid Patrick Lynch, manager, Division of Air Pollution Control, IEPA.· ·"1£
you listen to only coal special interest groups, you might think there is no coal
being burned in Illinois." "Illinois utilities alone burn over 24 million tons of
Illinois coal a year, and by the mid-1980's that amount will increase almost 50%.
In fact~ every coal fired Illinois po'Wer plant in existence before 1972 ouside of
Chicago, '[3eoriaand East St. Louis burns Illinois coal. The largest coal.-fired
power plant in t.hese three metropolitan areas, burns Illinois coal, as v.TtCllcvei y
new coal-fired plant except one scheduled to be built in the next eight years."

He recommend vlriting"for a copy of this free report to br.ing yourself up-to-date
on Illinois coal use.
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