A DECADES-LONG EFFORT OF RIVER STEWARDSHIP

BY ANDREW REHN

The fight for the Middle Fork has
been decades-long, and without the
tireless work of many folks who have
stood up for the river, we wouldn’t
have it today. Late this January, Prairie
Rivers Network took the next big step
in protecting Illinois’ only National
Scenic River by announcing our intent
to sue Dynegy for ongoing pollution
of the Middle Fork. The coal ash at
Dynegy’s closed Vermilion Power
Station has been polluting the river
for decades, and we’re looking to put a

stop to that and permanently protect

the river for generations to come.

The Middle Fork of the Vermilion River
(Photo credit: Gary Jackson)

In 19606, the land that would become
the Middle Fork State Fish & Wildlife
Area was on the Army Corps list of
planned dams and reservoirs. To build
the dam that would flood the area to
create the reservoir, state and county
governments started purchasing land
in the Middle Fork river valley from the
farmers and other private landowners
along the banks of the river. Even
the coal ash pits at the power station,
then owned by Illinois Power, would
have been drowned by the dam. The
ash would have made the lake a risky
drinking water source; although,
we didn’t know as much about the

threats of coal ash then as we do now.

The dam was
Committee on the Middle Fork, who

opposed by the

fought tirelessly to stop the dam. The
land grab by the state and county
ended up working for the Middle
Fork river, as the Committee saw an
opportunity to turn the river valley,
now largely owned by the public,
into a recreational and wildlife space.
In “77 and 78, the land was turned
over to conservation, connecting and
expanding Kennekuk County Park in
the north and Kickapoo State Park in
the south with the new Middle Fork
State Fish and Wildlife Area to create

a contiguous park and wilderness area.
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But even that wasnt enough to
protect a river, as proponents for
the dam revived the reservoir project
in the early "80s. To ensure that the
Middle Fork wouldn’t be threatened
by another dam or other man-made
ecological disaster, advocates for
the river worked to get the National
Park Service to give the Middle
Fork the River

designation. Ultimately, they were

National Scenic
able to get the General Assembly
to make a recommendation that the
Middle Fork be added to the US
list of National Scenic Rivers, one
of the few in the Midwest, and to
date the only designated in Illinois.

Now, Dynegy’s Vermilion Power
Station is the last inholding of
privately owned land along the 17
mile stretch of otherwise publicly
owned land that is part of the
National Scenic designation. The
power plant was closed in 2011, but
for decades it dumped coal ash in
three huge coal ash impoundments
on the banks of the Middle Fork.

That coal ash, which can contain
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At PRN, there is a distinct hum of
excited commitment as our team
takes on the many challenges of
what seems like a constantly shifting
landscape. The efforts of those in
Washington and Springfield to attack
and undermine our environmental
protections motivates us every day.
We will not back down. Behind every
challenge, opportunity often awaits.

The past year has indeed brought us
many opportunities. An expanding
network of members and supporters
have raised their voices with us. A
bigger office that can accommodate
our growing staff and room for
volunteers. And many new partner
organizations with whom we are
working to advance positive solutions
to challenging problems. Problems
like power plant pollution, riverine
flooding, soil loss and nutrient

pollution, nitrates in  drinking
water, or the impacts on monarchs,
pollinators, invertebrates, and birds

from insecticides and loss of habitat.

As we enter our next 50 years, we

are taking a few months to assess

these challenges and opportunities,

designing a new strategy to strengthen
our capacity, focus our energy, and
ensure we pursue strategies that will
protect water and wildlife in our
changing world. We have begun with
a series of idea generation sessions
based on the design thinking approach.
These help the staff and board get
creative together, generating a wealth
of innovative ideas in response to
questions like: How might we operate
PRN to have strategic impact on our
mission and priorities? What skill sets,
expertise, and other capacity might
we need? How might we grow our

network and engage our members?

The next step in our process will be
to gather information from additional
sources, such as our partners and
funders, and from you, our members.
Your input will help us shape not only
how we work but how we engage
people across Illinois to become
champions of clean water, healthy

rivers, and abundant wildlife.

You should have received an online
member survey by email (https://
goo.gl/jtcaK8), and I hope that you

Prairie Rivers Network champions
clean, healthy rivers and lakes and
safe drinking water to benefit the
people and wildlife of lllinois.

Drawing upon sound science and
working cooperatively with others, we
advocate public policies and cultural
values that sustain the ecological
health and biological diversity

of water resources and aquatic
ecosystems.

JON MCNUSSEN
President

ERIC FREYFOGLE
Secretary

MICHAEL ROSENTHAL
Treasurer

MARGARET BRUNS
CLARK BULLARD
ELLYN BULLOCK
JEAN FLEMMA
ROB KANTER
REBECCA MCBRIDE
BILL VAN HAGEY

CAROL HAYS
Executive Director

ELLIOT BRINKMAN
Habitat Conservation Specialist

KIM ERNDT-PITCHER
Water Resources Specialist

CATIE GREGG
Agriculture Programs Specialist

ROBERT HIRSCHFELD
Water Policy Specialist

KIM KNOWLES
Staff Attorney

JEFF KOHMSTEDT
Communications and Outreach
Coordinator

VICKIE NUDELMAN
Operations Manager

AMANDA PANKAU
Coal Campaign Coordinator

ANDREW REHN
Water Resources Engineer

SARAH SCOTT
Membership Development
Assistant




Thank you runners and walkers
for joining this year’s Run/Walk for
Clean Water!

Support our runners by donating at
prairierivers.org/run

WHY WE GIVE TO PRN
RIC WEIBL AND TERRI NALLY

Participation is the heart of democracy. Everyone has
opportunities to be a participant, from voting to drafting a
letter to the editor, from participating in a public meeting
to wearing a badge, from attending a demonstration
to corresponding and meeting with elected officials.
Supporting an organization that champions public policies
is another effective means for engaging in democracy. We
invest in PRN because of its successful five-decade record
of advocacy rooted in sound science and in cooperative
action with others. Deployed with the US. Peace Corps
to rural South Africa in an environment where we fetched
and boiled water every day, we learned that water is the
molecule of life. Financially backing PRN’s guiding
principles sustains the health of water resources, and, in

turn, our interconnected communities.

will take a few minutes to share your thoughts with us. If
you would prefer to complete a paper survey and return
it by mail, please call our office at (217) 344-2371, and we
will mail you one. All of your ideas will be presented to
the board and staff during a daylong retreat on Earth Day
weekend, where we will reflect on the information and
prioritize. Our intention is to have our new strategic plan
finalized by June and to tell you about it at our Annual

Fundraising Dinner on October 26—an important reason

WHY | RUN/WALK FOR PRN
LORRIE PEARSON

I have been drawn to water ever since I was a little girl vacationing in Wisconsin
with my family. Being on a lake or river still brings me closer to nature and fills
me with a sense of calm. As I grew older, I learned to better appreciate the
importance of water to communities and wildlife. As an urban planner, I know
that clean and safe rivers and lakes can attract people to the communities where
they live or visit. This year, I am raising money for the Run/Walk for Clean Water
campaign because the work PRN does to protect our rivers is important to me.
In every mile of my training, I know that PRN is working just as hard to protect
Illinois, and I’'m happy to do my part.

Photos from Ric and Terri when they served in the
U. S. Peace Corps in South Africa.

to put it on your calendar now!

We are excited to be charting the road ahead and thankful
to have you on the journey with us. Thank you for your
commitment to protect Illinois’ rivers and wildlife and for
your enduring support for us as their voice. We couldn’t do

s

what we do without you.



NITRATES IN OUR DRINKING WATER
BY CATIE GREGG & JEFF KOHMSTEDT

1llinois faces a drinking water crisis, yet few in our state have
paid it serious attention. Hxcess nitrates enter our water
systems, both ground and surface water, by way of runoff
from agricultural fields, and this crisis continues to grow

because Illinois doesn’t take its water quality more seriously.

High levels of nitrates in our drinking water poses serious
health dangers, especially to babies under 6 months of
age. The US. Environmental Protection Agency has set a
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) of 10 ppm of nitrate-
nitrogen to protect infants from methemoglobinemia or
Blue Baby Syndrome, so called because it impacts the ability
of their blood to carry oxygen, thus causing babies to turn
blue. However, new research suggests that consuming
nitrate levels at even half of the safe drinking standard
(5ppm) can cause carly stages of methemoglobinemia,
and chronic exposure at this level may significantly

increase the risk of certain cancers and birth defects.

How widespread is this problem? Since 2010, public water
systems serving a total of 41,955 people have exceeded the

nitrate limit at least once, another 303,530 people have
been exposed to water near the limit, and 1,273,027
people have water with nitrate levels over half of the
drinking water standard. Year after year the average

nitrate concentration in Illinois water steadily increases.

Small rural communities with shallow groundwater
sources are particularly vulnerable to nitrate problems
and have fewer resources for purchasing the expensive
filtration facilities needed to safeguard their water.
Moreover, people with private wells are not required
to test their water, leaving a whole other population

potentially exposed to dangerous levels of nitrates.

As Illinois is the greatest contributor to the Gulf of
Mexico hypoxia “dead” zone, nitrates that leave our
state through its waterways have received the lion’s
share of the media’s attention. While the focus has
been on nitrates’ impact elsewhere, the danger and cost

of excess nitrates closer to home continues to grow.

Other states, like Minnesota and Iowa, are leaders in
raising awareness about nitrates in their drinking water

and ways to fix the problem. Illinois has a long way to

go if we are going to keep our water safe to drink.

Approximately 20% of applied nitrogen fertilizer either leaches intfo our groundwater or runs off into our streams. Conservation
farming practices such as cover crops, wetlands, or grass buffer strips can take up nifrogen in the field, preventing it from entering
our water in the first place.

pollutants such as arsenic and lead, seeps contaminants through
the riverbanks at the site. Compounding that threat is the
constant meandering of the river, which is moving closer and
closer to the toes of the impoundments containing the ash.

Protecting a river takes constant vigilance. The coal ash is the
closest and most immediate threat to the river’s long term
vibrancy. Prairie Rivers Network is taking this next big step
to build on all of the great work that many folks have put
in to permanently protect the river so that generations to
come can know and love one of Illinois’s hidden treasures.
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BY KIM ERNDT-PITCHER

Spring is here, and on the forefront of my mind once again
is the excitement over hearing the return of the woodcocks,
frogs, and warblers; seeing the first bumble bee; and
chasing that wily fox away from our chicken coops. Down
here in southern Illinois, tree buds are swelling, Many
maples, redbuds, and ornamental trees are in full bloom
and buzzing with native bees and flies. In the midst of all
the excitement about the return of those things that we
love (yes, we love the hen-eating fox in our own way), 1
also have this nagging dread of the coinciding increase in

pesticide use that occurs every spring.

Planting time is near, and we already see tractors pulling
spray booms. The pre-planting burndown has begun.
Many of those applicators and farmers are using Dicamba,
2,4-D, or a combination of the two broadleaf weed killers,
both of which are highly volatile and can move great
distances, damaging numerous types of plants at very low
doses. Later in the spring, many of the seeds planted will
be coated with a cocktail of pesticides, including a systemic
neonicotinoid insecticide that is toxic to bees, harms birds,
pollutes our streams, and injures the aquatic invertebrates

that our fish and wildlife depend on.

In May, the Department of Agriculture will spray vast
areas of Northern Illinois woodlands with BtK to control
the gypsy moth, but it will likely kill all moth and butterfly
caterpillars that consume the toxin. If you live near a
big orchard, be prepared for almost daily spraying of
fungicides. Then there are the many people treating lawns,
homes, schools, and offices with insecticides. The list goes

on and on.

We are constantly disrupting our natural systems in
countless ways. Our land use practices, our dislike for
“pests,” and the introduction of invasive species have

prompted us to invent chemicals to deal with the problems

—

we’ve created. Many of these chemicals are improperly
applied and are broad spectrum approaches to specific
problems, further disrupting our natural living systems. We

are in a constant battle with nature.

Timing is critical. The timing of burndown is important
for farms and landowners that choose to use chemicals
as methods of pest control. The amount of the drift,
volatilization, and contamination that occurs is affected
by the timing of application, temperature, wind speed,
and precipitation. Systemic insecticides can be found
in plants that were untreated, even if these plants are
significant distances from treated fields. Pesticides may
adversely affect non-target organisms that are exposed at
sensitive developmental stages. In trees and shrubs, this
can mean bud swell and leaf emergence. For aquatic and
terrestrial organisms, it is often during their reproductive
or eatly developmental stages. Many of these pesticides
bioaccumulate in animals. They are even found in our

cereal. We seem to love pesticides. But at what cost?

We douse our environment, the only one we have, with
millions of pounds of pesticides each year. Yes, these
eventually break down, but what are the exposure levels
to non-target organisms? Is there a synergistic effect? Just
how much is volatilizing and where is it moving? Are we
stressing our flora and fauna, lessening their ability to
reproduce or cope with habitat loss and climate change?
These are very difficult and complex questions. The hard
truth is, we really should know the answers to them.
Unfortunately, from an ecological perspective, we seldom
have adequate or up-to-date community composition, or
life history data, for the species that live in these systems.
So how can we measure what is being harmed or entirely

wiped out?

This is all happening when we have cuts to research
institutions, state budgets, hiring freezes in the agencies
that are meant to review and enforce permits and guard our
natural resources, a weakened EPA, and attempts to silence
our research agencies and institutions. These agencies and
organizations have many hard working, dedicated scientists
in them, but the truth is there is not enough money, too
much work, too few people, and in some cases, their hands
are tied. The question I keep hearing come up is “Are we

setting ourselves up for another silent spring?”

Probably. What are we going to do about it?

WWW.PRAIRIERIVERS.ORG



BY ROBERT HIRSCHFELD

At the end of 2017, we passed a significant milestone on
the path toward stopping Asian carp from invading the
Great Lakes. After a six-month delay caused by the Trump
administration, Prairie Rivers Network and partners were able
to secure the release of an Army Corps of Engineers reporton
how the Brandon Road Lock and Dam in Joliet, Illinois could
be re-engineered as a kind of technological gauntlet aimed at

stopping the upstream march of carp toward Lake Michigan.

Then, during the final months of 2017, PRN and partners
delivered more than 10,000 public comments in support of

taking strong action at Brandon Road to stop Asian carp.

But let’s be clear: the proposal for Brandon Road is a
Band-Aid on a gushing head wound. The primary means
of deterrence at Brandon will be the construction of yet
another electric barrier. As of this year, there will be four
other electric barriers operating in the canal system upstream
of Brandon Road. Building a fifth electric barrier, even one
that is supplemented by other deterrent technologies, is
only a minor improvement. It is nothing like a long-term

comprehensive solution to stop aquatic invasive species.

Reportafter report has shown that electric barriers are flawed,
as small fish can swim across the barrier and barges can trap
fish and pull them across. Even worse, the Corps is likely to
turn the new electric barrier off when ships move through

the Brandon lock, undercutting our defenses precisely at the

OW-DO YOU GET
L THE BAD PRESS?

Everyone has heard of Asian carp, but many more AlS like bloody
red shrimp (above) are a threat to the Mississippi River.
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moment of maximum risk. So no honest defender of

the Great Lakes should feel secure about the new plan.

There’s also another glaring problem with Brandon
Road -- this location can only block species moving
upstream, and it can never block species moving
downstream. No matter how many controls are
installed in the Brandon lock, invasive species coming
from the Great Lakes can simply go over the dam’s

spillway and continue on to the Mississippi River.

That’s a serious problem because there are more
species poised to move into the Mississippi River
Great Lakes While

Asian carp have been the focus of much-deserved

from the than vice versa.
attention and concern, little to nothing is being done
to address the threat of invasive species moving

toward the Mississippi River. That is unacceptable.

The artificial connection between the Great Lakes and
Mississippi River that allows for invasive species transfer
exists because, at the end of the 1800s, decisions were
made to send municipal and industrial waste to the

Illinois and Mississippi Rivers in order to keep Lake

Aquatic Nuisance Species of Concern

Moreing from the Missssippi River
to the Graat Lakes

Species Posing High Risk Species Posing High Risk
Nane Bloody red shrmg
Fishhook walarfiea

Moving from the Greal Lakes
to the Mississippl River

Species Posing Medium Risk
Scud

Spocles Posing Medium Risk
Grass kelp

Silver Carp

Red algas

Bighead Carp

Diatom

Feed swael grass

Threesping sticklaback

Tubenose oy

Ruffe

Wiral Hemorrhagic Seplicemia




RECOVERING AMERICA'S WILDLIFE ACT
BY ELLIOT BRINKMAN & JEFF KOHMSTEDT

The monarch butterfly, the rusty patched bumblebee,
and the Indiana bat. These species all need protecting,
and the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act, (H.R. 4647)
could go a long way in helping their populations recover.

In 2000, Congress authorized federal funds to help prevent
wildlife from becoming endangered. However, this program
ranged from $50-100 million each year, only a fraction of
the more than $1.3 billion needed each year to fund 75% of
all State Wildlife Action Plans. Current funding levels are a
fraction of that: $58.7 million nationwide and only $1.5 million
for Illinois. These action plans form a nationwide strategy
that will sustain our wildlife resources and prevent wildlife
from becoming listed under the Endangered Species Act.

H.R. 4647, or RAWA, would dedicate the needed $1.3
billion for states to proactively conserve all wildlife.
Illinois  would receive an additional $36.6

million annually, a 2,300% increase, to protect wildlife.

stand to

It is important to recognize just how important RAWA
and the funds it would provide would be to Prairie
River Network’s long term goals to protect the water,
rivers, and wildlife of our state. How would an increase
of $36.6 million annually impact Illinois’ ability to
keep the monarch, the rusty patched bumblebee, or
the Indiana bat off of the Endangered Species List?

RAWA would provide the main source of funding for
implementing the Illinois State Wildlife Action Plan, a
comprehensive strategy for conserving habitat for the
benefit of people and wildlife. It would restore and
manage habitat for rare and declining species, and it
will identify and prevent problems that threaten the
health of wildlife throughout the state -- protecting

species before they become threatened and endangered.

Examples of what this money has supported in the
past include species and habitat monitoring, species

Michigan clean for the people of Chicago.

We need to take the health of the Mississippi River just as
seriously as we do the Great Lakes. There is, unfortunately,
a long history of turning downstream communities into
sacrifice zones because it’s easier (and cheaper) to send

NE N
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Photo credit: Robert Shaw
reintroduction, habitat restoration and management,
planning, and biological assessment for things like dam

removal and stream restoration.

As part of a nationwide effort, the National Wildlife
Federation, of which PRN is the Illinois affiliate,
has been working with Members of Congress to

find co-sponsors and supporters for the legislation.

PRN Water Resources Specialist Elliot Brinkman
and Communications and Outreach Coordinator
Jeff Kohmstedt have been working together on the
Hlinois response to RAWA. The two have met or had
productive phone calls with staff from Congressman
Rodney Davis (R-13th) and Congressman Darin
LaHood (R-18th) and have reached out to the

office of Congressman Adam Kinzinger (R-16th).

The issues RAWA addresses highlight policy areas that
have had broad bipartisan support as many agree that
protecting and conserving wildlife has a wide array of

benefits.

NWTF has also been collecting the names of organizations
to sign on to a letter to Members of Congress. PRN
has reached out to over 60 organizations in Illinois to
gain their support of RAWA and to sign on to the letter.
The response has been promising as more and more
organizations support the effort to protect Illinois wildlife
and to ensure the state receives this important funding,

the problem “away” than to deal with it here and
now. But that is neither just nor smart. There is no
“away.” We are all downstream from someone else,
and we should look out for our downstream neighbors,

just as we would have them look out for us.



2017 PRN Members & Supporters

We are grateful to all of our members, partners, donors and funders whose financial

giftsin 2017 helped fund our important work. We could not do the work we do without

you. Thank you for protecting our rivers and streams! Your annual support ensures that

the fight for clean water, healthy rivers, and wildlife habitat continues.

The Prairie Rivers Network Legacy Society

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens

Irene and Clark Bullard
Ellyn and David Bullock

Brenda and Nathan Cheney
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic

Jane and Eric Freyfogle
John B. Gilpin
Nancy Goodall

Catherine Goodall-Heising

Janet Guthrie and Mark Jaeger

Heather and Fran Harty

Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Jeffery Jens
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey
Rosemary Laughlin
Jon McNussen
Becky Mead
Kathryn Pilhofer
Reneé Potter
Glen Summers
Bill Van Hagey
Carol Goodall Wock

A special thank you to our members who have contributed to the Prairie Rivers Network
Endowment. Your giftis an investment in lllinois’ future.

Stephanie and Ralph Alexander
The Bales Family
Mtrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Itene and Clark Bullard
Ellyn and David Bullock
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Bill Davey
David Delaney
Susan Lannin and Albert Ettinger
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Susan Vitka and Peter Fox-Penner
Jane and Eric Freyfogle
John B. Gilpin
Liza Goldwasser
Nancy Goodall
Barbara and Robin Hall
Bruce Hannon
Patricia Hannon
DiAnne and Terry Hatch

Carol and Scott Hays
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes

Dixie and Gary Jackson
Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Kim Kramer and Melissa Orlie
Annette and Charles Lansford
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey

Chris and David Main
Diane and John Matrlin
Robert J. McKim
Jon McNussen
Rob Moore
Jean Nanney
Sharon and Jack Paxton
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Trent Shepard
Julie and David Sherwood
Sue and Tom Smith
Bill Van Hagey
Sherry Weaver
Carol Goodall Wock
Sherrill and Richard Worthen
Katie Zimmerman

Businesses

Platinum $5,000 and above

Common Ground Food Co-op

Just Say Joy, (Joy Schmoll Designs)
Patagonia, (via Champaign Surplus)
Techline

Gold $1,000-$4,999

Blue Boutique

Elliot Counseling Group

lllinois American Water

Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Share Power Responsible Investing,
(Nancy Dietrich and Russ Rybicki)
WEFT 90.1 fm

UpClose Marketing and Printing
The Upper Bout

Silver $500—-$999

Blue Moon Farm

Consolidated Communications
Erich Adickes Photography
First Mid-lllinois Bank & Trust

| Hotel and Conference Center

Bronze $250—$499

Anderson Farms

Finest Home Inspection

Hartke Engineering and Surveying, Inc.
Kickapoo Adventures

Marco Technical Documentation

Members

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. Insurance
Caterpillar Foundation « Chris Main Photography
Cristaudo’s Bakery « Hamilton Walker's
Heel to Toe « Help Lightning, in memory of
Morton Dorothy - International Galleries
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts
LabEscape - Peoria Chiefs Baseball
Pizzeria Antica - Prairie Fruits Farm
Silvercreek/Courier Cafe « Sun Foundation
Todd's Wines at Art Mart « Victorian House
Webber & Thies, P.C. Lawyers

Watson's Shack & Rail « Wedge
Groups/Public Entities

C-U Folk and Roots Festival

Peoria Park District

Peoria Riverfront Museum

Prairie Group of the Sierra Club

Sierra Club, Heart of lllinois Chapter

Upper Embarras River Drainage District
Urbana Park District

Wesley United Methodist Church

Grantors

Alliance for the Great Lakes
Bluestem Communications
DuPage Educational Foundation
Energy Foundation

Energy Foundation of America
Grand Victoria Foundation
lllinois Environmental Council (ReAmp)
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
National Wildlife Federation
Organic Valley

ReAmp

Sojourn Theatre

Vital Lands lllinois

Walton Family Foundation

AmazonSmile, EarthShare lllinois, Schnucks



ip Levels

Prairie Rivers Network Membersh

Thank You for Making a Difference

Headwate rs Irene and Clark Bullard, Jane and Eric Freyfogle

Ci rCI e inmemory of Morton Dorothy Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey
$5,000 and above William J. Davey Chris and David Main
' Anne Ehrlich Jon McNussen
Susan Lannin and Albert Ettinger Carol Goodall Wock

R iver Brenda and Wayland Eheart Patricia and Bruce Hannon

Champions Nancy Goodall Robert . Mckim

$2,500-54,999

Anonymous DiAnne and Terry Hatch Jean Nanney
Sandy Bales Carol and Scott Hays Sharon and Jack Paxton
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden Rita and Ralph Henneman Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
. Maggie Bruns Susan and Lewis Hopkins Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
R iver Ellyn and David Bullock Sarah Redd and Bob lllyes Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Carolyn Casady-Trimble and Ralph Trimble Dixie and Gary Jackson Kathy Shannon
PrOtECtO rS Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens, Trent Shepard
$1,000-$2,499 Susan and David C. Eades in memory of Michael Scully David and Julie Sherwood
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio Karen Carney and Rob Kanter Sue and Tom Smith
Karen and Michael Folk Linda and Grear Kimmel Carol and David Thomas
John Gilpin Paul Kwiat Terry Trobec
Liza Goldwasser Annette H. and Charles L. Lansford William Van Hagey
Catherine Goodall Tyler Lobdell Sherry M. Weaver
Barbara and Robin Hall Diane and John Marlin Michael Witte

Dirk Mol and Jerry Wray

Anonymous Kim Kramer and Melissa Orlie Daniel Russo
Penny Agallianos and Eric Johnson Rosemary Laughlin Candy and John Scott
Karen and Brian Anderson Warren G. Lavey Family Kim Smith and David Skadden
. Sandra and George Batzli, Jean and Dennis Lawyer Lee and Philip Solter
R iver in memory of Clifton Bergeron Linda Lorenz Joan and John Streed
Martha Cook Madeline B. Moore Matthew Turino
Stewa rdS Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and Frank DiNovo Terri Nally and Ric Weibl Lucy Whalley and Dennis Wandell
$500-$999 Lois and Ernest Gullerud Mare and Jim Payne Nancy E. Westcott
Debra and James Halle Michael D. Podolsky Jane and David C. White
Michael R. Hansen Anne Robin and Allan Koslofsky Katie Zimmerman
Cathy and Roger Inman Deborah and Stephen Rugg
Kimberly and Jonathan Ashbrook Joan and Jim Hocker Rebecca Roach and Gerry Walter
Carol Spindel and Tom Bassett Marie Gambach and Joe Hooker Brenda and Keith Rohl
Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey Larry C. Johnson and Mardell O'Brien Mary and Bill Severinghaus,
. Kazuko Suzuki and Raymon Brown Karen and Patrick Kane in memory of Jim Charles
R iver Judi and Brian Carney Wenche Nonaas and Bruce Karmazin Vicki Rowe and Cliff Shipley
° Denise Church Loretta and Wayne LaFave Joyce and Elliott Slutzky
G u a rd Ia n S Luan and Don Davis, Cloydia and Rick Larimore Ruth and Rip Sparks
$250-$499 in memory of Wayne Tipsword Rebecca McBride, EcoFluent Richard Stout
David Delaney Kate McDowell Sheila Sullivan
2 Marci Dodds and Cody Sokolski Rosi and Bob McLeese William C. Sullivan
Eleanor and Charles Evans Becky Mead and Tim Stelzer Kathleen and Dave Thornton
' Laurie and David Farrell Sallie and Norman Miller Michael Ullmann
Bob Fisher Beth Morgan Patricia VerStrat
Viktoria Ford and Stephen Kaufman Rudolf Mortimer Cynthia Skrukrud and Thomas Von Geldern
Sarah and Jim Graham Jane and Walter Myers Tina Gunsalus and Michael Walker
Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger Helen M. Parker Shirley and Bill Walker
Kathy and Richard Harden Jyoti J. Patel and Janak H. Patel Beth Wentzel and Todd Ambs
Jennifer and Galen Hathcock Janise and Christopher Phillips
Sue Hedrick Pam and Lan Richart

A special thank you to our Fundraising Team that raised $8,400+ at the lllinois Marathon in 2017: First Presbyterian Church of Urbana Earth Care Team
(David Bullock, Liz and Don Greeley, Dixie and Gary Jackson, David Sherwood, Case Sprenkle, Barbara Sturgeon), Jacquelyn Brewer, Amy Irle, Karen Kane, Rob Kanter,
Steven Lome, Chris Main, Andrea Martinez Gonzalez, and the Nudelman Family. And a sincere thank you to our volunteers and interns: Latrelle Bright, Ryan Grosso,
Amy Hassinger, Rob Kanter, Cameron Letterly, Chris Main, Kate McDowell, Joy Schmoll, Laura Schultz, Dave Thomas, Victoria Wallace, Carol Goodall Wock, & Andrea Wright




River
Defenders

$100-5249

Anonymous (7)
Anonymous, in memory of James R. Payne
Laura Adams
Joyree and Brad Allen
Marianne Alleyne
Jason and Jorie Aloisio
Walter Alspaugh
Jan Anderson
Sally W. Anderson
Karen and David Andsager
Fran and Marc Ansel
Lee Erwin and Keith Appler
Charlotte and Walter Arnstein
Cecelia Bacom and Tim Bannon
Traci and James Barkley
Anna Barnes and David Riecks
Ann and Hal Barnhart
Nina and Carl Barron
Katherine Baylis
Frank Beal, in honor of Clark Bullard
Belinda and John Beccue
Dolores and Richard Bishop
Joyce Blumenshine and David Trachtenbarg
Bob and Sue Boucek
Jane Brackney
Dick Breckenridge
Jacquelyn and Philip Brewer
Andrew Brown
Jennifer Brown
Audrey and Ted Brown
Mary Ann and Tom Brown
Patricia and Charles Bruns
Jayne and Chip Burkhardt
Ann and Roy Campbell
Debbie and Matt Campbell
Bess Celio
Lisa and Jason Cerezo
Beth Chato
Barbara and Bill Childers
Stuart Clark Price
Mary and Brian Cook
Evie Cooper
Fred Cooreman
Nancy and Stephen Cox
Catharine Crockett
Ramona Curry
Kim Curtis and John Randolph

Caleb and Sarah Curtiss
Jack Dare
Dolores Das
Lori Raetzman and Charles Davies
Janet and Champ W. Davis, Jr.
Paula and Dan Deneen
R.Edward DeWalt
Harold Diamond
William Dick
Chris Dietrich
Joan Dixon
Victoria Pifalo and Kieran Donaghy
Olivia Dorothy and Damon Gray
Maggie Dougherty-Roberts
John Dunkelberger
Beth and Richard Engelbrecht-Wiggans
Karen Ennen and David O'Brien
Carol Pitcher and Mary Etrick
Ezra Levin Foundation
Theresa and Bob Feller
Katherine Flugge, in honor of
John Louis Sitch’s 5th Birthday
Rachel Fowler
Bettina and George Francis
Debbie and Chuck Frank
Beverly A. Friese
Charlotte Gano
Andrea Goodall Trulove,
in memory of Charles Goodall
Jennifer Goran
Lisa and Philip Graff
Carol Livingstone and Daniel Grayson
Lizand Don Greeley
Kevin and Sue Green
Andrew Gulya
Brenda and Nathan Cheney
Judy and Keith Hackley
Jilland Bob Hamann
John Hamby
Susan and Mike Haney
Jody Hanger and Chris Hannauer
Sue and Dick Harris
Heather and Fran Harty
Amy Hassinger and Adam Davis
Laura and Andrew Hatch
Jeremiah Heller
Susan and Karl Helmink
Mary Benjamin Hester
Michele and Ed Hillard
Verena Hofig and Leo Covis
Craig J. Holderness
Jacob Hoots
Barbara Horne
Susan Houseworth
Cynthia Hoyle and Sheldon Katz
Patricia Hruby Powell

Philip Hult
Heidi Hurd and Michael Moore
Steve Hurst
Mark Jacks
William R. Jacober
Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman and Max Kummerow
Pat and Harold Jensen
Barbara Jones and Joel Plutchak
Lois Kain and Jon Solomon
Jan Kalmar and Ben Galewsky
Rosemary and Robert C. Kanter
Marilyn and David Kay
Emily Kerlin
Susan and Ron Kiddoo
Beverly and George H. Kieffer
Judy and Jim Killian
Janice Kimpel
Peggy Patten and Todd Kinney
Karen Koenig
Jennifer Hines and Rob Krumm
Betsy and Peter Kuchinke
Donald R. Ladzinski
Anne and Ryan Larimore
Linda Larsen
Emily and Richard Laugesen
Kihwal Lee
Karen Medina and Stuart Levy
Daniel Lewart
Derek Liebert
J. Michael Lilliah
Cynthia and Michael Loui
Grace and Randy Madding
Cathie and Roy Maguire
Sally McConkey
David McNussen
Seth Mendelowitz
Theresa and Bruce Michelson
Leslie and lan Mitchell
JoAnn Monge
Courtney Moravek
Nancy and David Morse
Jill Mulder
Trish and Lou Nelms
Cindy and John A. Norris
Diane and Tom O'Rourke
Amanda and Ryan Pankau
Sara Panko
Lois Pausch
Lorrie Pearson and Jeff Kohmstedt
Sheila Pelichoff
Jean Peters
Ann and Joseph Petry
Anne Phillips
Jacquie Hill and David Plath
Kevin Price
Traci Quigg Thomas

Barbara Donahue and Rich Rehn
Robin Sahner and Bruce Reznick
Dottie and Richard Rhodes
Patty Riggins
Marlyn Rinehart and Nick Rinehart
Andrew Robinson
Jeffrey Sanders
Beth and Tod Satterthwaite
William Saylor
Catherine Schmidt-Jones and Douglas Jones
Meredith Schroeer
Barbara Schwartz
James O. Smith
Lloyd Smith
Audrey Ishii and Charlie Smyth
Elaine and Case Sprenkle
Rob Stanton
Mary and Glenn Stech
Anita Stein and Harvey Welch
Gary and Diane Stensland
William Stewart
Steve and Judy Stierwalt
Jane Heaton and Bill Strutz

Glen Summers
Casey Sutherland and Linda Coleman
Stephanie and Steve Sutton
Iris and Burt Swanson
Cynthia and Clyde Sweet
Diane and Bob Szafoni
Claire Szoke
Bette Tambling
Althea Austin Taylor
Christopher Taylor
Michael Tilley
Marguerite Torrey
Thomas Tushaus
David van Gelderen
Carena Van Riper
Sandra and Bill Volk
Lynn and Ira Wachtel
Claudia and Mark Washburn
Sue Feldman and C. Pius Weibel
Yvette Whiteley
Donald Wilkison
Ellen and David Willcox
Williams-Kim Family
Nancy and Dave Wilson,
in memory of Janice Wilson
Alex Winter-Nelson
Sally Foote and Tom Wold
Gretka and Ralph Wolfe
Gaye Wong
Kam Wong
Sherrill and Richard Worthen
Barbara Wysocki and Dwain Berggren
Joan and Ted Zernich

Members
$1-$99

&

Anonymous (13)
John Abelson
The Abi-Akar Family
Charlene Anchor
Michael Ander
Susan Anderson
Mary Atkinson and Joe Behrends
Richard Atterberry
Kurt Austin
Cathy and Robert Baird
Betsy and Tim Bartlett
Virginia Bass
Gretchen and Roger Batz
John R. Beck Trust
Mary Beck
Dorothy Bell
Kathy Belletire
Jean Belt
Rex Bennett
Carolynn Benninghoff
Steven Benton
Nancy Berkman
Alice Berkson

Astrid and Earl Berkson
Jessica Beverly
Trevor Birkenholtz
Mary Bissey
Nancy Blanford
Mary and Les Bodell
Tad Boehmer
Marie Bohl
Eileen Borgia
Clara Bosak-Schroeder
Nick and Genese Bouchard
Pamela J. Bowers
Virginia Bradford
Allison and Seth Brady
Susan Braxton
Andrea and Tim Bret|
Kathleen Brinkmann
JoAnne and Alan Broadbent
William Bromer
Martha Brown
Marian Huhman and David Buchner
Sarah Buckman
Mary Lynn Buckner
Kathleen and Dennis Buetow
Ann and Bob Burger
Elizabeth Burnette
Michael and Lucienne Burrus
Virginia Busboom
Richard Cahill
Janet and Stephen Camarca
Michael and Kristin Camp

Jimmy Canning
Ben Cantrell
Feng Dong and Yong Cao
Gretchen Knapp and Angelo Capparella
Jennifer Carroll
Mary Cattell
David Ceperley
Danielle Chynoweth
Tim Clink
Jeriand Gary Cochran
Kate and James Coe
Mary M. Coffield
Jane Cogie
Dana Collins
Georgeann Hartzog and Dennis Connolly
Jessica Conroy
Cynthia Cope
Ed Costin
Megan and Sam Cox
Carla Cravens
Jane and Don Creason
Jennifer Crum
Linda Culton
Brian Cunningham
Cathy and Jeff Cunningham
Carol Curtis
Sue Cutter
Christine D’Arpa
Kevin Daugherty
Susan Enscore and Donald Davis
Mercy and Bill Davison

Sharon DeCelle
Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue
Margaret Deming
Sharon Derence
Vickie Devenport
Brenda and Ron Dilts
Lucienne Doodeman
Jolene and Robert Drew
Bryan Duff
Bryan Dunne
Teri and Scott Easton
Craig Eckert
Cathy Edmiston
Mary Alice Edwards
Janette Eichfeld
Joyce Eisold
Mindy and Jamie Ellis
Jorie Emory
Thomas England
Eric Erl and Tammy Soper
Ruth Ann and Charles Evans
Margaret Evans
Tom Ferrone
Richard File
Cara Finnegan and John Murphy
Julie Fiscella
Katherine Fishbein
Avis and Jeff Fisher
Kim and Cynthia Fraser
Karla Freeze
Bridget and Kevin Frerichs



Barb Fuller Michele King Susan Neville and Suzanne Jansky
Nancy Garrison, in memory of Morton Dorothy Mary and Richard Klatt Conley and Eilis Nicholson
Peggy Gates-Wieneke Andrea R. Klein Kristin Nisbet-White,
Rosemary Gentry Marjorie Klickna in memory of Morton Dorothy
Ted Gietl Joel Knocke Patricia Nolan
Jeff Ginger Therese and Randall Kobel Art Norris
Carol L. Gloor Brenda Koenig and Drew Phillips Dick Norton
Deanna Glosser Philip J. Koerner David Novak
Chris and Mark Golden Dorothy Koster Martin Nudelman
Allison Goodwell Katrina and Jim Kotowski Vickie and Brian Nudelman
Karen and Bob Goodwell Karla M. Kraeszig The Oldham Family,
Virginia and Edwin R. Gordon Susan and Curtis Krock in memory of Morton Dorothy
George and Myra Gordon David Krooks Libby Tyler and Robert Olshansky
Bonny Graham Margaret Kutsunis, Howard Oneil
Anne Jane Gray in honor of Brooke’s birthday George W. Ordal
Dave Grebner Susan Laesch Deborah Owen and Kevin Frings
David Gross Jo Lakota Carolyn and Larry Pater
Angela Gruend| Maria C. Lancaster Beatrice Pavia
Cynthia and Robert Guthrie Craig Landon Frances and Murray Peshkin
Rudy Habben Rosalie Lang Sarka Petrickova
James Hagedorn Tanja and Ken Larimore Brian Pettice
Linda Austin and Robert Hageman Dave Larsen Katie Phillips
Joyce Harant Robert Larson Karen and Scott Pickard
Jane Harris Lucinda and Richard Lasalle Sigrid and Alan Pilgrim
John Hassett Sheri Latash Carol Poland
Karen Hathaway Diane Lathrop Jacquelyn Potter
Rita Hays, in honor of Carol Hays Jeannie Austin and Richard Lazarus Laurel and Scott Preece
Kathy Head Mona Yarbrough-Leach and Neil Leach Ashley Price
Julie Heeren Debbie Albano and Pete Leki Jilland James Quisenberry
Marcia and Richard Heitz Eileen and Doug Leunig Lynda Ramirez
Shelly Hennigan Gabriel Lewis Lori Rath, in honor of Edward and Lois Rath
Don and Babette Hiles Gavin Lodge Rob Ratz
Martin Hobbs Genevieve Long and Keith Schinkoeth Stephen Reid
Kay Hodson Julie and Daniel Long Maeve and Ciara Reilly
Natalie Holden Melanie Loots Chris Reisetter
Judy Holding Rebecca Luke Marcus Ricci
Margaret and Charles Hollowell Julie Luner and Bruce Dien Paul Ricker
Peggy Holmes Roy and Linda Mahnesmith Meredith Riegel
Maria Hopgood Christopher Malin Anne Rigby
Kristian D. Hopkins Sylvia Mandez Kathleen Robbins
James W. Howlett Craig Mankowski Marise Robbins-Forbes and Guy Forbes
Robert Hudson Wendy Marquis Janis Roberts Andry and William Roberts
Amy Irle Ann and David Marriott Christie Robnett
Bob Irvin, in memory of Morton Dorothy Jane and Joe Marriott Elizabeth Rockman
Andrea Jackson Rose and John C. Martin Caty Roland, in memory of Morton Dorothy
JoAnn Jacoby Andrea Martinez Gonzalez Ann and Bob Romadka
Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike Eduardo Mascorro Gil Rone
Naomi and Eric Jakobsson Jeffrey Matthews Nancy and Randy Root
Annette Jaynes Molly Maxwell Natan Rosenberg
Elisabeth Jenicek Marion McCarthy Verlyn and Paul Rosenberger
Christine Jenkins and Susan Searing Ellen McDowell Andrea Roth
Louise and Chris Johns James McEnerney Arlynn Gottlieb and Ron Rothschild
Betty Johnson and Ed Zaborski Gail and John McWilliams Susan Rouse
Eric Johnson Glenn Mehling Marie and Ed Roy
Ted Johnson Jean and Durango Mendoza John Rutherford
Tom Johnson Melissa Merli Umeeta Sadarangani and Marilyn Ryan
Libby Johnston Lisa and Kevin Merrifield Jacqueline and Richard Salome
Gwen A. Jones Alinda and Edward L. Michael Henrietta Saunders
Jimi Jones Carla Caceres and Craig Milling Monica Reising and Mike Savoie
Diane and Bob Jorgensen Patrick Mills Susannah Scaroni
Judith M. Joy Lynda and John Minor Edward Schell
Al Kagan Charles C. Monson Barbara Schleicher
Janet and Dennis Kane Ronald Moore Connie and Michael Schmidt
JillKane Kahleen Moreno Mark Schmidt
Margaret Kane Marilyn Morris, Matthew Schmidt
Melody Kane in memory of Morton Dorothy Mark Schoeffmann
Lori Sommer and John Kanter Hannah Morsch Sallie Schramm
Eric Keeley Theopolies Moton Violet and Paul Schroeder
Lucy Kelley Nancy Munson Joan and Peter Schuetz
Nancy and Dennis Kern Patricia and Thomas Murdoch Linda and Paul Schutt
Jo and Doug Kibbee Sarah and Robert Nemeth Dianne and Thomas Schwarz
Amelia Kimball Curtis Nesler Melody and Rex Scott,
Eva Pomerantz and Duane Kimme Sarah Neville in memory of Morton Dorothy

Boneyard Clean-Up Organizers and Sponsors: Adams Outdoor, Advanced Disposal, American Society of Civil
Engineering- Central IL Section, Barham Benefit Group, Berns, Clancy and Associates, BKS lyengar Yoga Institute,
BodyWork Associates, Bow-Dacious String Band-Community Center for the Arts (C4A), Broad Studio, Busey Bank,
Champaign County Design & Conservation Foundation, Champaign County Soil & Water Conservation District,
Champaign Park District, City of Champaign, Country Arbors Nursery, CU MTD, Darrell Hoemann Photography,
Dean’s Graphics, Della Perrone Photography, Einstein Bros Bagels, Farnsworth Group, Fehr Graham, First Federal
Savings Bank, Dan Marker, Hickory Point Bank, Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club, Honda BMW, lllinois American Water,
lllinois Environmental Protection Agency, Jimmy Johns, Keep Champaign Beautiful, Kiwanis, Loving Paws Pet Clinic,
Meijer, The News-Gazette, OrangeKrush Foundation, Prairie Rivers Network, Reynolds Towing, Roberts Camera,
Robeson Family Benefit Fund, Rotary, City of Savoy, Schnucks, Stocks Office Furniture, University of lllinois Facilities
and Services, UpClose Marketing and Prinfing, City of Urbana, Urbana Park District, WPGU

Elizabeth Scrafford
Jan Seeley
Beth Shirk and Scott Meyer
Susan and Darryl Silver
Kathleen Zurkowski and James Simeone
Valerie Sivicek
Melinda Slack
Mary J. Sleeth
Shannon and Doyle Slifer
Marianne Abbey-Smith and Campbell Smith
Debra Smith,
in memory of Morton Dorothy
Lauren Smith
Carole and Norton Spencer
Rita and George Sporer,
in memory of Morton Dorothy
Hal Sprague
Nancy Stagg
Pnina and Gadi Steiner
Carol and Topper Steinman
Elizabeth Stern
Marian and David Stone
Lucinda Strehlow
Stan Summers
Zachary Sutton
Harriett P. Swager
Cynthia Swanson
Amy McArthur and William Theisen
Geri Theobald
Karen Thimke
Arthur Thoma
Beverly Thomas
Trent Thomas
Benjamin Thompson
Richard Thompson
Ron Thompson
Joy C. Thornton
Sue and Bob Tomlin,
in memory of Morton Dorothy
Laurel Toussaint and Tom Bik
Kasey Umland
Susan Vargas-Sheltra
Matthew Vernau
Nancy Voss
Wayne L. Wagner, Sr.
Shirley Walker
Jane Ward, in memory of Morton Dorothy
Diane and James Wardrop
Mary E. Watkin and Jerry Monteith
Emily S. Watts
Linda Wegrzyn
Allen Wehrmann
Kathleen Weibel
Patricia Weiner
Ed Weiskamp
Audrey Wells
Barbara Welsch and Rick Walsh
Christina and Dave Whippo
William White and Colleen Gieseker
Brian Whiteley
John Wierschem
Lily Wilcock
David Wilcoxen
Christopher Williams,
in memory of Morton Dorothy
Nashara Williams
Ron Wojtanowski
Carla and Jon Womack
Tony Wong
Donald Wuebbles
Zoe Zaloudek
Jessica Zimmerman,
in memory of Morton Dorothy
Glenn Zipp

Every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of our supporter recognition.

We apologize for any errors and urge you to
notify us of any corrections.

v
Thank you! %\
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fo Please share this newsletter with a friend when you are done.

R YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED

Renew your membership or become a new
member today. prairietivers.org/donate

Save the Date!
PRN Day at the Fork

Nature! Games! Fun!

y ¥ i Voowr W o eV W PR
: N ¥
| 1d
St :
'—'"\-- chkapoo State Recreation Area ¥ AR
prairierivers.org/day-at-the- fork vy "'4?';.,‘/\-.1E

\M P e
3 LRAS 2V TS

v ) O T x‘;‘, 4 x;" S

- ‘-—#"-.._,..-i'\,__, , M ¥ ¥ \@ v W VoW ¥ :




