Upper Mississippi Joins
Middle Fork on List

By Kim Knowles

For the second year in a row, one of
Illinois’ rivers is being designated “Most
Endangered.” This year, the Upper
Mississippi, specifically the stretch
from Burlington, Iowa to Grafton,
llinois, is receiving this annually
bestowed “honor” due to a particularly
troubling conflict that is placing the
health of the river and the safety of
certain communities at great risk.

Unlawful Levee Heights

The conflict concerns illegal activity
by a number of agricultural and levee
districts that have acted outside the law
by raising the heights of their levees
without the required governmental
approvals. Government oversight and
permitting is particularly important
in these cases because raising levees
often increases the risk that other
communities will be flooded. Raising
levees can also destroy important

floodplain  habitats.
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Upper Mississippi River, 80 miles of
levees between Muscatine, lowa, and
Hamburg, Illinois have been illegally
raised, perpetuating a century of
habitat degradation and putting less
fortunate communities that cannot
afford to build up their levees at a grave
disadvantage.

The threats posed by these unlawful
changes are real and will likely intensify
as climate change brings more intense
storms and flooding. For instance,
during the most extreme flood events,
Hannibal,

Missouri are projected to experience an

communities around

additional foot or more of floodwaters
the unlawful

neighboring levee districts.

due to actions of

Most Endangered River Status

Each year grassroots river groups team
up with American Rivers to use the
Most Endangered Rivers status to
help save local rivers through political
action and policy advocacy. Most
Endangered River status is granted
by the nonprofit American Rivers
to ten rivers based on the magnitude
of the threat, the significance of the
river, and the likelihood of achieving
change. Advocates can use the
Most Endangered report to

engage the public to

take action

and

pra
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to convince decision makers to do the
right thing for rivers and for the people
and wildlife they support.

The Upper Mississippi River is an

important part of our cultural,
economic, and natural heritage. It has
served as the life force of many cultures
throughout this nation’s history and
as inspiration for a rich collection of
American music, art, and literature.
The Mississippi is also a globally
significant flyway used by hundreds of
species of birds and provides unique
habitat for fish and other wildlife.
This significant ecosystem supports
commercial and recreational industries,
which contribute $24.6 billion to the
region’s economy and an estimated

421,000 jobs.
Your Donations Make a Difference

With financial

members,

from our
Network
intends to use the Most Endangered

support
Prairie Rivers
Rivers report to spur state and federal
agencies to take corrective action to stop
levee districts from illegally increasing
levee heights. These agencies must
work with communities to develop
a plan that balances the needs of all
affected communities to effectively
manage flood risk and deliver the flood
and habitat protection we need for
healthy communities, ecosystems, and

the Upper Mississippi River.
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Interim Director’s Notes

Spring has finally arrived, and with it comes much needed
warmth and renewal. Days are getting longer, birds are
chirping, and buds are blooming—it’s time to emerge
from winter hibernation to enjoy the splendor of nature.
My family and I have been doing just that, spending our
weekends visiting local parks and natural areas, picnicking,
hiking, and fishing. From our reconnection with nature comes a renewed
sense of duty to ensure its protection.

The arrival of spring, however, is not all roses. It is often a time of heightened
anxiety around flooding, and this year is no exception. As you'll read in our
cover article, the Upper Mississippi River was recently listed by American
Rivers as one of the most endangered rivers in the United States. The
designation comes in response to widespread, illegal levee modifications,
which increase flood risk for many communities along the river. Such a
designation conjures mixed emotions—sadness for a river that has suffered a
century of insult and injury, and hope, because the river could gain some of
the recognition it deserves and support it needs.

It's about more than flooding, though. Our big river tells a larger story about
how we as a society have treated our environment, and what we value; it is a
reflection of how we manage our land and what we put in our water. It’s an
indicator of how we interact with the complex and interconnected natural
world, for better or worse.

Though the challenges we face are indeed serious, it is important to remember
that this is a season of renewal, a time for hope. What has been lost can
be regained. What has been degraded can be healed. In this issue of our
redesigned newsletter, you'll read about the myriad ways PRN is working
with our network of members, supporters, and partners to protect water, heal
land, and inspire change—stories of hope. I thank you for your support and

encourage you, our members and readers, to spread this message of hope.

At Prairie Rivers Network, we protect water, heal
land, and inspire change. Using the creative
power of science, law, and collective action, we
protect and restore our rivers, return healthy soils
and diverse wildlife to our lands, and transform
how we care for the earth and for each other.
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Organizations like Prairie Rivers Network are
essential to the well-being of our ecosystems
across the state of Illinois and beyond. As
directors of El Paseo Community Garden and
stewards of the El Paseo Trail in Chicago, we
share PRN’s vision of protecting our rivers,
soil, and wildlife. Over the past eight years we
have dedicated
our free time to
convert a former
brownfield = site
into a place
where  people

can grow healthy
food, pollinators can thrive, and native
plants can flourish. We started donating to
PRN shortly after our longtime friend, Elliot
Brinkman, joined their team. Through him
we were exposed to all the amazing work
PRN does. We have been members of PRN
for over five years now and look forward to
continuing our support for this wonderful
organization.
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Protect Water

Suspect Damage? Report It!

Spring is here! While you are planting, watering, weeding,
and harvesting the fruits of your labor, when you pause to
taste some spinach, smell a flower, or watch a bee, please
take a moment to look up at your trees. The last few years,
many trees and other broadleaf plants throughout Illinois
has shown symptoms of off-target herbicide damage. This is
likely the result of exposure to volatile plant growth regulator
(PGR) herbicides such as dicamba and/or 2, 4-D that are
used for weed control on row crop ag fields.

When these PGR herbicides volatilize (think vaporize), they
can move long distances and land other places (woodlands,
prairies, waterbodies, gardens, organic farms, etc.) at
concentrations strong enough to harm trees and plants.
While label restrictions are being made to reduce injuries
and complaints due to applicator error, the real problem with

many PGR herbicides (volatility) is not being addressed.

Stunted, curled, and/or cupped leaves are some of the more
obvious signs of potential off-target herbicide injury. Redbuds,
dogwoods, sycamores, oaks, and box elder are among the
many trees that have shown symptoms. Also, many native
wildflowers and important food crops such as fruit trees,
tomatoes, and grapes, have exhibited symptoms of herbicide
damage. To see photos of plants with typical symptoms of
herbicide damage, see the Prairie Rivers Network website.

PRN and our partners are working hard to keep these
harmful herbicides from harming you, your crops, local
specialty growers with orchards and organic farms, and our
environment. We realize that many people don’t even know
what symptoms of herbicide injury look like and where to
report injuries. However, this information is critical to our
ability to push for protections against harmful chemicals.

Kim Erndt-Pitcher provides technical
and organizing expertise for pollinator

You can do two
things! First, if you
see damage, we ask

that you please let us
know through our online monitoring form at prairierivers.
org/monitoring. Here you will learn how to monitor and
document symptoms. If you have a google account, you can
upload your photos and document what you see in just a
few minutes by using our online form at prairierivers.
org/report. The more we know about when and where
symptoms of injury are occurring, the better we can protect
our environment.

Secondly, we also ask that if you suspect herbicide damage
please fill out a complaint form on the Illinois Department
of Ag (IDOA) website: http://tinyurl.com/treemonitoring

We urge you to do this, even if you live in the middle of
town! Reporting damage to IDOA is important. They use the
complaint information to make regulatory and enforcement
decisions.

We can all do our part to protect specialty growers, wildlife
habitat, and our precious trees from these volatile herbicides.
Take action by reporting symptoms using our monitoring
program and by filing a complaint with IDOA.
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habitat and regenerative agriculture
programs downstate.




Heal Land

What is Healthy Soil?

Soil health is the latest catchword in sustainable agriculture.
We keep hearing how farming practices such as cover crops,
reduced tillage, and diverse rotations can improve soil health,
but what does this mean? Why should we care if soil is healthy?
In this article, we will look at some concrete outcomes of
improving soil health and why it matters.

What is Soil Health?

Before we can get to what is healthy soil, let’s start with what
is soil. Soil is made up of minerals, organic matter, water, air,
and living organisms. It is both the food source for plant roots
and soil organisms as well as the structure that they live in.
Though it is often dismissed as just dirt, it actually contains
a complex ecosystem of interconnected soil organisms that
contribute to many of the soil characteristics that make land
productive. For example, the water cycle, nitrogen cycle, and
carbon cycle are all mediated by living organisms. Soil health
is therefore a measure of a soil’s capacity to function, just as
our health is measured by our body’s ability to function.

Why does it matter?

Plants rely on their soil organisms in the same way we depend
on the microbes living in our intestines. They assist with
digestion, provide nutrients we cannot access, and protect
us from disease. When people have fewer or less diverse
gut flora, they tend to get sick more easily or just dont feel
well. The same is true for plants growing in unhealthy soil;
they just don’t grow well where we see compaction, reduced
drainage, and nutrient run off.

Plants depend on soil to provide certain functions. A healthy
soil has a stable soil structure, containing an abundance of
diverse soil organisms, and keeping nutrients in place so
that they are available for plants and soil organisms. A soil
ecosystem with these attributes provides a better environment
for root development, has improved water management and
nutrient availability in both wet and dry conditions, and
reduces soil pest and disease pressures.

Micro-organisms consume plant matter and other organisms.
As they digest their food, they exude sticky carbon substances
that stick soil particles together. This is how you get beautiful
crumbly soil everyone wants. This structure increases the pore
space in soil, which allows it to drain when it’s wet and stores
water in the summer when it's dry. Pore space also brings

more air to the roots.
Soil microbes subsist
on dead plant matter

and

well as carbon secreted by plant roots. When there isn’t a

organisms, as

living root in the ground, or plant matter on the surface,
the next best source of carbon for microbes are the exudates
holding the soil particles together. Therefore it is important
to make sure the microbiome is fed.

The soil beneath our feet is not just a structure to hold plants
up. It is a complex ecosystem—an interconnected web of
organisms and their physical environment. All of the various
nutrient cycles, the water cycle, nitrogen cycle, and carbon
cycle are all mediated by living organisms. The state of this
ecosystem affects how well these other systems work.

How does this happen?

Plants and soil organisms alter their environment to make
it more favorable for their growth. These processes are
often described as building their house, storing food, and
encouraging beneficial neighbors to live near them. When
we have lots of different kinds of organisms in an ecosystem,
they make it harder for pathogens and pests to establish
themselves because they must compete with the current
inhabitants. Pest predators will also be more abundant when
they have a consistent supply of prey throughout the year;
and remember, not all prey species are pests. Most insects and
microbes are either beneficial or benign.

How do you get these benefits?

There are many opportunities to improve soil health, and
thanks to PRN donors we can get the word out about these
methods. Practices such as cover crops, reduced tillage, and
diverse rotations improve soil health by feeding the soil
biology and protecting the soil structure theyve created.
However, this is a dynamic system that can either help or
hinder crop production. For example, under wet, warm

Catie Gregg coordinates our
campaigns to expand the adoption
of conservation cropping systems in
lllinois.
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2018 PRN Members & Supporters

We are so grateful to our generous network of members. Thank you!

LEGACY SOCIETY

Nadja and Carl Alestetter

Heather and Fran Harty
Susan and Lewis Hopkins

Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike
Susan Barry and Chris Benda Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens
Mrs. Walter E Brissenden Rosemary Laughlin
Reneé Potter and Rick Broyles Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic Annette McMichael
Irene and Clark Bullard Jon McNussen
Ellyn and David Bullock Kathryn Pilhofer
Laura Cain Carolyn and Bob Pohlkotte
Brenda and Nathan Cheney Ann L. Smith
Dianda and Dave Easter

Becky Mead and Tim Stelzer
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio

Glen Summers
Kathleen Fahey Diane and Bob Szafoni
Jane Mohraz and A. Belden Fields Kevin Tushaus
Jane and Eric Freyfogle Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey
John Gilpin Paul B. Van Ness
Catherine Goodall Sherry M. Weaver
Nancy Goodall

Carol Goodall Wock

A special thank you to our members who have donated to the PRN Endowment.

Stephanie and Ralph Alexander

Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Sandy Bales ~ Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey
Mrs. Walter E Brissenden \MI\I:\LINOTS\” / Annette and Charles Lansford
Irene and Clark Bullard RIVERS Chris and David Main
Ellyn and David Bullock Diane and John Marlin
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic Robert J. McKim
William J. Davey Jon McNussen

Jean Flemma and John Epifanio

Jean Nanney
Susan Lannin and Albert Ettinger

Sharon and Jack Paxton
Jane and Eric Freyfogle Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
John Gilpin Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
Nancy Goodall Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Barbara and Robin Hall Trent Shepard
Patricia Hannon David and Julie Sherwood
Bruce Hannon

Sue and Tom Smith
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey
Sherry M. Weaver
Carol Goodall Wock
Katie Zimmerman
Richard and Sherrill Worthen

DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Carol and Scott Hays
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes
Dixie and Gary Jackson

The Bruce Hannon Friends of Illinois Rivers recognizes those members who have
pledged an annual gift of $1,000 or more to sustain the work of PRN into the future.

Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger

Businesses

PLATINUM $5,000+
Common Ground Food Co-Op
Patagonia

GOLD $1,000+
Adams Outdoor Advertising
Blue Boutique
Elliott Counseling Group
Fuzzy Math
Illinois-American Water - Champaign
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Share Power Responsible Investing
Upclose Marketing and Printing

SILVER $500+
Erich Addickes Photography
Blue Moon Farm
First Mid Bank & Trust
Paul’s Machine & Welding Corporation

BRONZE $250+
Finest Home Inspection
Hartke Engineering and Surveying
Marco Technical Documentation,
in honor of Johnny Marco
Prospect Bank
The Upper Bout

BUSINESS MEMBERS
Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
B.K.S. Iyengar Yoga Institute of C-U
Bill Faber, Wm. Faber Law Firm
Caterpillar Foundation
CDC Paper & Janitor Supply

Color & Grain

Hennebery Eddy Architects

Groups
Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Univ. Cong.
Champaign County Audubon Society
First Presbyterian Church of Urbana
National Wildlife Federation
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Prairie Group of the Sierra Club
Sierra Club, Heart of Illinois Chapter
University Primary School 4th & 5th grade
Upper Embarras River Drainage District
Wellington Avenue United Church of Christ
Wesley United Methodist Church
Wild Ones Illinois Prairie Chapter

Foundations/Grantors
Delta Institute
Energy Foundation
Environmental Integrity Project
Ford County SWCD
Grand Victoria Foundation
Illinois Environmental Council
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
National Wildlife Federation
People’s Climate Movement
ReAmp
Rockefeller Family Fund
Walton Family Foundation

Other

AmazonSmile, Benevity, EarthShare, Schnucks



Irene and Clark Bullard
William J. Davey
Jane and Eric Freyfogle

Stephanie and Ralph Alexander
Mrs. Walter E Brissenden
Nancy Goodall

Anonymous
Karen and Brian Anderson
Sandy Bales
Ellyn and David Bullock
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Susan and David C. Eades
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Karen and Michael Folk
Kathy Shannon and Matt Frank
John Gilpin
Catherine Goodall
Barbara and Robin Hall
Patricia and Bruce Hannon

Anonymous (2)

Carol Spindel and Tom Bassett
Sandra and George Batzli
Mary Blackmore
Maggie Bruns
Martha Cook

Luan and Don Davis,
in memory of Wayne Tipsword

R. Edward DeWalt
Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and Frank DiNovo
Clara Bosak-Schroeder and Joe Duncker,
in honor of their wedding

Lizie Goldwasser

Ann Graffagna and Don Hanrahan
Carol and Scott Hays
Rita and Ralph Henneman
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes
Dixie and Gary Jackson

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens,
in memory of Michael Scully

Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Linda and Grear Kimmel
Paul Kwiat

Annette H. and Charles L. Lansford
Rosemary Laughlin

Charlotte Green
Lois and Ernest Gullerud
Marie Gambach and Joe Hooker
Cathy and Roger Inman
Penny Agallianos and Eric Johnson
Betsy and Peter Kuchinke
Nancy Parker and Jim Kuldinski
Warren G. Lavey Family
Candace and Steve McMaster
Madeline B. Moore
Eric Neubauer
Jan Predmore and Aart Olsen
Jyoti J. Patel and Janak H. Patel

Chris and David Main
Jon McNussen
Carol Goodall Wock

Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey
Sherry M. Weaver

Tyler Lobdell
Diane and John Marlin
Jerry Wray and Dirk Mol
Sharon and Jack Paxton
Mare and Jim Payne
Kim Curtis and John Randolph
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Trent Shepard
Julie and David Sherwood
Sue and Tom Smith
Brian Sundberg
Carol and David Thomas

Sigrid and Alan Pilgrim
Irina and Michael D. Podolsky
Debbie and Steve Rugg
Daniel Russo
Candy and John Scott
Kim Smith and David Skadden
Matthew Turino
Lucy Whalley and Dennis Wandell
Nancy E. Westcott
Rachel Whitaker and Stephen Wald
Terri Nally and Ric Weibl
Jane and David C. White

Katie Zimmerman

A special thank you to our Fundraising Team that raised $8,500+ at the lllinois Marthon in 2018: Therese Brink, Jimmy Canning, Karen Kane, Rob Kanter
Andrea Martinez Gonzalez, Cheryl Nimz, Nudelman Family, Amanda and Ryan Pankau, Lorrie Pearson, and First Presbyterian Church of Urbana Earth Care
Team: David Sherwood, Liz and Don Greeley, Dixie and Gary Jackson, Case Sprenkle, Don Wendel.



Anonymous (7)
Anonymous,
in memory of James R. Payne
Mayumi and Nathan Aaberg
Mary Jo Adams
Joyree and Brad Allen
Marianne Alleyne
Connie and David Almy
Jason and Jorie Aloisio
Walter Alspaugh
Beth Wentzel and Todd Ambs
Charlene Anchor
Sally W. Anderson
Karen and David Andsager
Lee Erwin and Keith Appler
Randee Ardisana Cleveland
Charlotte and Walter Arnstein
Nate Atkinson
Larry Ault
Rick Balsbaugh
Cecelia Bacom and Tim Bannon
Ann and Hal Barnhart
Nina and Carl Barron
Katherine Baylis
Belinda and John Beccue
Virginia Woulfe-Beile and David Beile
Latrelle Bright and Rex Bennett
Carolynn and Sam Benninghoff
Alice Berkson
Astrid and Earl Berkson
Dolores and Richard Bishop
Marie Bohl
Bob and Sue Boucek
Susan and Mark Bowman

Anonymous (2)
Nadja and Carl Alstetter
Frank Beal
Lisa Chapello
John Chick
Denise Church

Janet Gates Conover and Joe Conover,

in honor of Bruce and Patricia Hannon

Glenda Danner
Lori Raetzman and Charles Davies
David Delaney
Thomas England
Charles and Eleanor Evans
Ruth Ann and Charles Evans
J. Bryant Evans
Kathleen Fahey
Laurie and David Farrell
Bob Fisher
Liz and Don Greeley

Susan Braxton
Kathleen Brinkmann
Laurie Matheson and William Brooks
Reneé Potter and Rick Broyles
Kazuko Suzuki and Raymon Brown
Audrey and Ted Brown
Mary Ann and Tom Brown
Patricia and Charles Bruns
Joyce and Rabel Burdge
Richard Cahill
Michael and Kristin Camp
Debbie and Matt Campbell
Ann and Roy Campbell
Judi and Brian Carney
Gina Cassidy
Beth Chato
Barbara and Bill Childers
Olivia Clapp
Thelma Collins
Mary and Brian Cook
Cynthia Cope
Megan and Sam Cox
Nancy and Stephen Cox
Gary Cozette,
in honor of Pam and Lan Richart
Jongin Cragg
Catharine Crockett
Jenny and Mike Daab
Laura K. and Jack W. Dare
Dolores Das
Judy Davis
Nancy and Harold Diamond
Emma Diers
Chris Dietrich
Victoria Pifalo and Kieran Donaghy
Margaret Miller and Scott Dossett
Maggie Dougherty-Roberts
Anne Ehrlich
Cathy and Tom Emanuel
Beth and Richard Engelbrecht-Wiggans
Kathy Engert
Mary and Doug Eppich
Susan Lannin and Albert Ettinger

Andrew Gulya
Debra and James Halle
Kathy and Richard Harden
Jim Hart
Jennifer and Galen Hathcock
Jeremiah Heller
Shanelle and Jason Herman
Ha and Dang Ho
Susan Houseworth
Mardell O’Brien and Larry C. Johnson
Joan Volkmann and John Jones
Karen and Patrick Kane
Wenche Nonaas and Bruce Karmazin
Viktoria Ford and Stephen Kaufman
Susan and Ron Kiddoo
Linda and Ryan Larsen
Rosi and Bob McLeese
Sallie and Norman Miller
Rob Moore

Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey
Theresa and Bob Feller
Sue Ellen Finkenbiner
Rachel Fowler
Bettina and George Francis
Debbie and Chuck Frank
Bridget and Kevin Frerichs
Beverly A. Friese
Andrea Goodall Trulove,
in memory of Charles Goodall
Jennifer Goran
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation,
George and Myra Gordon Advised Fund
Lisa and Philip Graff
Kevin and Sue Green
Jill and John Gusmano
Cynthia and Robert Guthrie
Judy and Keith Hackley
Susan and Mike Haney
Jody Hanger and Chris Hannauer
Sandra and James Hannum
Heather and Fran Harty
Amy Hassinger and Adam Davis
DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Sue Hedrick
Susan and Karl Helmink
Joan and Jim Hocker
Verena Hofig and Leo Covis
Craig J. Holderness
Barbara Horne
Philip Hult
Steve Hurst
Sharon Irish and Reed Larson
Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike
Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger
Naomi and Eric Jakobsson
Leslie R. Cooperband and Wes M. Jarrell
Eric Jason
Pat and Harold Jensen
Eric Johnson
Barbara Jones and Joel Plutchak
Gwen A. Jones

Beth Morgan
Rudolf Mortimer
Janise and Christopher Phillips
Karen Pope
Patricia Hruby Powell and Morgan Powell
Barbara Donahue and Rich Rehn
Anne Robin
Vicki Rowe and Cliff Shipley
Lee and Philip Solter
Richard Stout
Sheila Sullivan
William C. Sullivan
Kathleen and Dave Thornton
Michael Ullmann
Carl von Ende
Cynthia Skrukrud and Thomas Von Geldern
Lynn and Ira Wachtel
Tina Gunsalus and Michael Walker
Colleen and William White

Catherine Schmidt-Jones and Douglas Jones
Diane and Bob Jorgensen
Steve Jurgens
Jan Kalmar and Ben Galewsky
Janet and Dennis Kane
Rosemary and Robert C. Kanter
Marilyn Kay
Linda and Marty Kemper
Emily Kerlin
Beverly and George H. Kieffer
Peggy Patten and Todd Kinney
Jason Knauff
Victoria Knauff
Karen Koenig
Lorrie Pearson and Jeff Kohmstedt
Antje and Ed Kolodziej
Pierre Kriel
Jennifer Hines and Rob Krumm
Bob Kucera
Craig Landon
Betty and Harold Lareau
Cloydia and Rick Larimore
Emily and Richard Laugesen
Kihwal Lee
Maria and Jeff Levengood
Karen Medina and Stuart Levy
Daniel Lewart

J. Michael Lilliah
Sandra Lindberg
Kerrith Livengood
Cynthia and Michael Loui
Wendy Marquis
Ann and David Marriott,
in memory of Stewart Martin
Jessi and Levi Marriott
Rebecca McBride
Sally McConkey
Barbara and Steve McKasson
Sally Parry and Robert McLaughlin
David McNussen
Val and David McWilliams
Seth Mendelowitz
Theresa and Bruce Michelson

And a sincere thank you to our volunteers and interns: Latrelle Bright, Emma Diers, Ryan Grosso, Linda Helstrum, Rob Kanter, Martin Kemper, Rick Larimore,
Randy Madding, Grace Madding, Scott Martin, Lou Nelms, Lennie Pitcher, Seth Swoboda.



Carla Caceres and Craig Milling
Leslie and Tan Mitchell
Judy Mongold
Kathie Morrison
Nancy and David Morse
Carolyn Mullally
Nancy and Dave Munson
Jane and Walter Myers
Elaine Nekritz and John Amdor
Trish and Lou Nelms
Marcia and Randall Nelson

Dorothy Neumann,
Neumann Property Management

Cheryl K. Nimz
Cindy and John A. Norris
Diane and Tom O"Rourke
Stephanie Hall and Scott Osinski
Jean Paley
Helen M. Parker
Lois Pausch
Sheila Pelichoff
Janet and David Peshkin
Jean and David Peters
Ann and Joseph Petry
Anne Phillips
Dyke and Kathleen Piatt
Kevin Price
Lee and Bradley Price
Janine Prorok
Karen and Larry Pruiett
Laurel and John Prussing
Jill and James Quisenberry
Traci Quigg Thomas
Chris Reisetter
Robin Sahner and Bruce Reznick
Leslie Rice
Pam and Lan Richart
Meredith Riegel
Patty Riggins
Marlyn Rinehart
Christie Robnett
Brenda and Keith Rohl
Susan Rouse
Marie and Ed Roy
Jeffrey Sanders
Ken Santefort
Meredith Schroeer
Joseph Sciacca
Deborah Seiler
Dave, Nina, Kai and Noa Sherwood
Mary J. Sleeth
Joyce and Elliott Slutzky
Ann L. Smith
Lloyd Smith
Audrey Ishii and Charlie Smyth
John Louis Sitch,
in honor of his 6th Birthday by Katherine Flugge
Lisa and Keith Snyder
Elaine and Case Sprenkle
Nancy Stagg
Mike Stark
Mary and Glenn Stech
Becky Mead and Tim Stelzer

Elizabeth Stern
William Stewart
Linda Coleman and Casey Sutherland
Zachary Sutton
Cynthia Swanson
Iris and Burt Swanson
Kathy and Jonathan Sweedler
Cynthia and Clyde Sweet
Nicole and Seth Swoboda
Diane and Bob Szafoni
Bette Tambling
Alethea Austin Taylor
Christopher Taylor
Amy McArthur and William Theisen
Michael Tilley
Joyce Blumenshine and David Trachtenbarg
Carolyn Casady-Trimble and Ralph Trimble
Christine and Jon Todd
Kevin Tushaus
David van Gelderen
Patricia VerStrat
Sandra and Bill Volk
Nancy Voss
Shirley and Bill Walker
Paula Enstrom and Joe Walsh
Rebecca Roach and Gerry Walter
Yvette and Herb Whiteley
Gwen Foster and Amy Wildermuth
Terri Treacy and Mike Wiant
Alex Winter-Nelson
Janet Wong
Vicky and Scott Woolridge
Sherrill and Richard Worthen
William Youngerman

Joan and Ted Zernich
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Anonymous (18)

Kay and Bill Ahaus
Michael Ander
Nelson Armour

Kimberly and Jonathan Ashbrook
Kurt Austin
Cathy and Robert Baird
Beth and Jim Baranski
Bruce Barkley
Betsy and Tim Bartlett
Mary Beck
Dorothy Bell
Kathleen Bell
Susan Barry and Chris Benda
Kelli Berry
Mike Bingaman
Pamela Bowsher
Andrea and Tim Bretl
Jacquelyn and Philip Brewer
William Bromer
Andrew Brown
Mary Kay Bruns
Erica and Matthew Bryant
Kathleen and Dennis Buetow
Ann and Bob Burger
Laura Cain
Feng Dong and Yong Cao
David Ceperley

Boneyard Clean-Up Sponsors: Adams Outdoor Advertising, Advanced Disposal,
B.K.S. lyengar Yoga Institute, Bodywork Associates, Busey Bank Investment Group,
Champaign County Design & Conservation Foundation, Champaign Park District,
City of Champaign, City of Urbana, Country Arbors Nursery, CUMTD, Farnsworth
Group, Fehr Graham, lllinois-American Water Company - Champaign District, Jim-
my Johns, Keep Champaign Beautiful, Reynolds Towing Service, Robeson Family
Benefit Fund, Rotary Club of Champaign, Rotary Club of Champaign West, Rotary
Club of Savoy, Stocks Office Furniture, Taylor Studios, U of | Facilities &

Services, Urbana Park District.

Dan Collofello
Jane and Don Creason
Larry and Sandy Creekmur
Cathy and Jeff Cunningham,
in memory of Ed Rossow
Ramona Curry
Kevin Daugherty
Susan Enscore and Donald Davis
Mercy and Bill Davison
Sharon DeCelle
Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue
Sandy Loeb and Chris Delis
Julie Luner and Bruce Dien
Roger and Cathy Digges,
in memory of Doris Digges
Marci Dodds and Cody Sokolski
Dennis Dreher
L. Brodie Dunn
Bryan Dunne
Barbara Stanger and Duane Dust
Janette Eichfeld
Joyce Eisold
Tabitha Elder
Jennifer and Jon Ellis
Jorie Emory
Barbara and Terry England,
in memory of Robert “Bob” Bales and in
recognition of Bruce Hannon
Alice Englebretsen
Peggy Enquist
Christine and Cody Favilla
Jane Mohraz and A. Belden Fields
Marise Robbins-Forbes and Guy Forbes
Deanna Glosser
Robin and Bruce Goettel
Chris and Mark Golden
Virginia and Edwin R. Gordon
Sarah and Jim Graham
Carol Gregg
Angela Gruendl
Barbara and Homer Gurtler
Joyce Harant
Frances Harris
Mitchell Harris
Sarah Heald,
in honor of Karen Hoffiman

Mary Heaton
Beverly Hertle
Don and Babette Hiles
Kay Hodson
Margaret and Charles Hollowell
Peggy Holmes and James Hicks
Sharad Honavar
Jim Hoyt
Dorothea and Don Hunt
Andrea Jackson
Stacy James
Karen Jannusch
Elisabeth Jenicek
David Joens
Tom Johnson
Libby Johnston
Judith M. Joy
Marissa Joyce
Rhonda Jurinak
Al Kagan
Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman and Max Kummerow
Ingrid and Michael Kammin
Jill Kane
Jocelyn Karsk
Rebecca Kasten
Dennis Killian
Eva Pomerantz and Duane Kimme
Rebecca A. Klein
Joyce and Jim Knoblauch
Therese and Randall Kobel
Pat Lacey
Donald R. Ladzinski

Tanja and Ken Larimore
Dave Larsen
Miriam Larson
Sharon Haworth and Peter Lasersohn
Stephanie Lavey
Jessica LeRoy
Greg Leston
Paul and Jody Littleton
Julie and Daniel Long
Melanie Loots
Rebecca Luke
Laura Madden
Andrea Stader and John Magney
Christopher Malin
Jane and Joe Marriott
Conor McKenzie,
in honor of Kevin and Sandy Moore
Jay E. Mecker
Marlene Merves
Anja Metz
Carol Miller
Courtney Moravek
Sarah Moskowitz
Patricia and Thomas Murdoch
Carol Jo Morgan and Joe Niernberger
David Novak
Martin Nudelman
Debbie Pastors
Christian Peterson
Jacquie Hill and David Plath
Jen and Wayne Politsch
Anne Bargar and Robert Porter
Trish Quintenz
Paul Ricker
Julie C. and Tom Robinson
Verlyn and Paul Rosenberger
Arlynn Gottlieb and Ron Rothschild
Annette Stumpf and Rick Rundus
Laura Haber and Todd Rusk
Terri Brink and Jack Ryan
Umeeta Sadarangani and Marilyn Ryan
Carol and Edwin Scharlau
Connie and Michael Schmidt
Kathleen and Mark Schoeffmann
Dennis M. Schwank
Derek Self
Susan and Darryl Silver
Marianne Abbey-Smith and Campbell Smith
Cecily Smith
Lois Kain and Jon Solomon
Siobhan Somerville
Elsie Speck
Hal Sprague
Greg Spyreas
Catherine M. Stanford
James Stephens
Sally Stillwell
Lucinda Strehlow
Stan Summers
Mary Kay Solecki and John Taft
Nancy and John Taylor
Kristine Light and Ed Taylor
Amy C. Thoren
Laurel Toussaint and Tom Bik
Matthew Vernau
Shirley Walker
Diane and James Wardrop
Mr. Steve Weller
Jo McLain and Frank M. Wiesenmeyer
David Wilcoxen
Liesel Wildhagen
Williams-Kim Family
Marilyn and Ed Willis
Carla and Jon Womack
Tony Wong
Allison Woolridge,
in honor of Eric Freyfogle
Donald Wuebbles
Glenn Zipp

We also thank the 213 members that donated under $50, but are not listed here.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our supporter recognition.
We apologize for any errors and urge you to notify us of any corrections.
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What is a Just Transition?

As more studies are released and dire environmental warnings
continue to be issued, it is clear that we must act now and
boldly if we want to stabilize our warming planet. Limiting
global warming to 1.5°C will require a transition away from
dirty forms of energy towards cleaner, renewable energy
sources. In so doing, we must also recognize the need for
what’s been termed a “Just Transition,” an acknowledgement
that people and communities who have historically relied
on jobs and industries that have polluted our environment
will need other environmentally sustainable economies to
take their place. As fossil fuel companies close their doors,
communities stand to lose hundreds of jobs, lose a large
portion of their tax base, and to inherit a legacy of pollution,
including coal ash.

Acknowledgement of the need for a just transition has grown
in recent years. The 2015 Paris Agreement solidified the need
in the climate movement when it stated, “Taking into account
the imperatives of a Just Transition of the workforce and the
creation of decent work and quality jobs in accordance with
nationally defined development priorities.” The U.S. House
Green New Deal Resolution which recently has been making
headlines across the country mentions a “Just Transition” in
its first point. It states that the government is duty bound to,
“achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions through a fair and
just transition for all communities and workers.”

There is a saying in the labor movement that “Transition
is assured. Justice is not.” The transition to a clean energy
economy is already underway due to U.S. coal plant age and
ever cheaper renewables. How we handle issues of justice and
equity during the change is up to us. A just transition to
renewable energy will involve engaging these communities
and workers and supporting them with resources and policies
to advance social, environmental, and economic solutions.

Amanda Pankau coordinates our
campaign to expand clean energy
policy in lllinois.

Following a nation-
wide trend, Illinois
has started to see the

transformation ~ of
our energy system with coal plants closing in Wood River,
Vermilion, Meredosia, and Hutsonsville recently, and Dyn-
egy-Vistra threatening closure of additional downstate pow-
er plants. Thanks to the Future Energy Jobs Act, we've seen
great increases in solar job growth, but we havent seen spe-
cific policies targeting development in transitioning commu-
nities.

Despite the stated need, it is clear that a just transition
will not happen by itself. A report from the Just Transition
Centre states, “It requires plans and policies. Workers
and communities dependent on fossil fuels will not find
alternative sources of income and revenue overnight.”
Without leadership and action from the federal government,
it is up to nonprofits, community leaders and stakeholders,
and state governments to lead the way in finding plans and
policies that help transitioning communities.

Organizations like the Just Transition Fund (JTF) and the
Delta Institute have recognized the need for deliberate
transition planning. Just Transition Fund, an organization
with a mission to “create economic opportunity for the
frontline communities and workers hardest hit by the
transition away from coal,” held its first Midwest meeting
in September 2018 and has increased support for Midwest
communities and organizations. In 2018, Chicago-based
Delta Institute released its Coal Plant Redevelopment
Roadmap, a guide for communities in transition. Prairie
Rivers Network is working with these organizations, as well
as our Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition (ICJC) partners to ensure
that communities have the support, power, and policies to
ensure that jobs and justice are at the center of Illinois clean
energy economy.

Illinois’ new Clean Energy Jobs Act, a bill championed by the
ICJCand introduced to the state legislature in February 2019,
seeks to begin policy implementation around just transition
in Illinois. In fact, the bill has been called a “remarkable test



Coal Ash Cleanup Now

By Andrew Rehn

TAKE ACTION ___

4 | . Illinois needs legislation to direct
el B8 "¢ coal ash cleanup now more than

ever before. For years, Prairie Rivers

Network and partners have pushed

for the Illinois EPA to develop

strong state rules that will protect

the public from the toxic leachate

PRN members, partners, and the

public voice their concerns at the
Middle Fork hearing.

in coal ash dumps. Efforts to push
for a strong rule have failed, and
the rulemaking process has been
stalled since late 2017. In the meantime, the federal coal ash rule has revealed
the extent of the groundwater pollution from these dumps (see our report at
illinoiscoalash.org).

We cannot wait any longer. The federal coal ash rule will require coal ash
dumps designated as “unlined” to begin closing by October 2020. Closure
means one of two things - they either cap the coal ash and leave it forever in
unlined ponds OR the coal ash is removed and brought to a safe, modern
landfill for permanent dry storage. So while the federal rule will require the
dumps to close, we are worried that it may not require closure by removal for
unlined ponds. Certainly we anticipate that the owners of the coal ash will
argue that the federal rule does not require removal.

Here is where Illinois has an opportunity to provide clarity on how coal ash
dumps should be closed. Prairie Rivers Network has been working with State
Senator Scott Bennett and our partner groups to introduce coal ash legislation
to ensure coal ash stored in unsafe, unlined dumps must be removed and

placed in a modern, lined landfill with proper monitoring. /' / p)
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La n d from page 4

conditions, some soil bacteria will convert anhydrous
ammonium fertilizer to nitrate, which is water soluble and
can be washed off the field. Soil ecology is always an active
player in our cropping systems. The only choice is whether
to work together or not.

The point of focusing on soil health instead of just nutrient
pollution is that poor soil health results in a leaky system,
which leads to nutrient pollution. Only so much progress
can be made by changing how much and when fertilizer
is applied, or trying to catch nutrients after they've left the

field. To truly address nutrient pollution requires a systems
change. When a field’s soil biology is healthy, it is much more
forgiving of inevitable variations in weather and fertilizer
practices. Investing in soil health can turn this leaky system
where nutrients are lost into a tight system where plants and

soil organisms trade nutrients with a handshake.

You Can Protect Our Soil!
RENEW, GIVE, JOIN!
PrairieRivers.org/donate



~ GlEfpfi s Protecting Pollinators

By Kim Erndt-Pitcher and
Robert Hirchfeld

This winter, Habitat and Agricultural Programs Specialist, Kim Erndt-
Pitcher received a grant from Patagonia to “Promote and Protect Pollinator
and Beneficial Insect Habitat” on farms and private land in agricultural
landscapes. With these funds and member donations, Kim will work with
numerous volunteers and five farmers and landowners to prepare for, install,
and maintain 50-70 single species plots of native flowering plants. The species
plots will be used as seed sources for spreading the word (and seed) about
the important roles native plants, pollinators, and insects play in balancing
nature. Diversity is the key! Together, landowners, PRN staff, and volunteers
will help maintain plots and collect and clean seed. Seed will be shared with
farmers and landowners who are committed to protecting monarchs, bees,
birds, and more.

There are many teaching and learning moments that will be shared throughout
this process. We plan on connecting people to their local farms, teaching
about plant and insect ecology, demonstrating the beauty and awesomeness
of the world of bugs, and having a lot of fun! Stay tuned! Kim—along with
our staff video guru Robert Hirschfeld—will document this journey with the
landowners, the changes

in the land, and the

changes in the sights,

sounds, and feelings we
all experience through
this physical work. We
will share it with you

over the coming months

7 & and years. // Randy Madding, PRN’s Kifn Erndt-Pitcher and
* her husband Lennie after collecting seed.

Inspire from page 5

case of one of the Green New Deal’s core principles” — social development to support communities of color and low-

justice (htep://tinyurl.com/VoxILGreenNewDeal). income communities that have been disproportionately

: : - - impacted by past environmental and social injustices.
The bill calls on the state to ensure a just transition, providing

support for communities and workers impacted by closures in The transformations needed to limit global warming will

the form of “new business tax incentives, workforce training, require a massive restructuring of our energy economy, and

site clean-up and reuse, and local tax revenue replacement.” our work on this is made possible by continued supportand

The bill will define “Economically Impacted Communities donations from our members. Thank you! If done with Just

and Workers,” create “Clean Energy Empowerment Zones,” Transition practices and policies in mind, together we have

convene stakeholders for input, and even prioritize site an opportunity to support communities that will be hit the

revitalization, including coal ash clean-up. The bill goes hardest and to raise up those that have been left out in the

further, creating equity actions in job training and workforce |pRsils
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1605 South State Street, Suite 1
Champaign, IL 61820
217-344-2371

prairierivers.org
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Become a Member or Renew Your Membership!
O $25 Student Membership O $50 Basic Membership

O $1,000 O $500 O $250 O $100 O Other

Name:

Addpress:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail (to receive Action Alerts):

Thank you for your tax deductible support!

Make checks payable to: Prairie Rivers Network, 1605 South State Street, Suite 1, Champaign, IL 61820

PRN Membershlp Levels

Headwaters River River Rlver River Members
Circle Champions Protectors Stewards Guardians Defenders $1-$99
$5,000 $2,500-$4,999  $1,000-$2,499  $500-$999 $250-$499 $100-$249

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
PAID
Champaign, IL
Permit No. 858

Save the
Dates!

July 10
Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Normal Theater, Normal

September 4
Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Art Theater, Champaign

October 25

Annual Dinner

I Hotel and Conference Center
Champaign

amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.
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