Nitrates: A Growing Threat to Public Health in lllinois
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Nitrate levels are rising in lllinois Public Water Systems Since 2010
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The federal Safe Drinking Water Standard requires public water systems to keep H
their water below 10 ppm of nitrate to prevent Blue Baby Syndrome. '

However, new research is finding increased health problems for people drinking
water with only 5 ppm of nitrate, half the drinking water standard.
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Populations with chronic exposure have been found to have: . chronically exposed
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Building treatment facilities to remove nitrates from our drinking water costs hundreds of thousands to
millions of dollars for Illinois communities. The costs don’t stop there. Every year tens to hundreds of
thousands of dollars are spent to operate these plants.

Prevention Costs 1/4 of Removal —

S3/lb Nitrate to prevent though conservation agriculture
(Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy)

$13 /Ib Nitrate to remove through water treatment

Agriculture is Both the Source and the Solution to our Nitrates Problem
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80% of the nitrates in our Conservation agriculture practices can PREVENT these
water come from agriculture. nitrates from entering our water in the first place.

Not enough farmers are using conservation practices to meet our water quality needs while we
under fund our local Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) that help them accomplish this.

Help change this by: o Come to SWCD event this summer to

» Reinstating SWCD insurance to help re- Iejlmt_?gr?Ut UUENR 99 (B UEE A e
build staff capacity P
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* For more information and a list of citations visit https://prairierivers.org/uncategorized/2018/03/nitrates-one-pager-works-cited/
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" High Nitrate Levels
 in lllinois Drinking Water (2010- 2018)
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Rising Nitrate Levels Forces®
Municipalities to Buy Treatment
Facilities s
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