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Kim Knowles

The Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) 
is a comprehensive climate bill that 
centers on racial and economic justice 
while putting Illinois on a track to 
achieve 100% renewable energy by 
2050. 

It is the product of hundreds of 
listening sessions with community 
members, and it represents the 
voices of the 200+ organizations 
and businesses that make up the 
Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition, of 
which Prairie Rivers Network is one. 
The bill’s comprehensive nature (at 
more than 900 pages long), renders 
a full summary impossible for this 
newsletter. Instead, we chose to focus 
on some of the equity programs that 
make CEJA a first of its kind. 

What is Equity in CEJA? 

CEJA creates a set of programs that 
address historical and systemic racial 
and economic injustices that have 
kept people of color and low incomes 
from accessing economic and social 
benefits that many of us take for 

granted. These injustices have also 
placed them at greater risk from 
pollution and public health crises 
like COVID-19. Low income, African 
American, and Latinx households also 
bear a higher energy burden, meaning 
they spend more of their income 
on energy (up to 3x more) than the 
average household. Finally, many 
communities in downstate Illinois 
have come to depend on the fossil 
fuel industry for their livelihoods and 
the tax revenue that funds essential 
services. As Illinois transitions away 
from fossil fuels to renewable energy, 
these communities are experiencing 
economic hardship. CEJA addresses 
each of these inequities in several 
ways.

Workforce & Business Development

Simply training people in new skills 
is not enough to overcome long 
standing barriers. As such, CEJA 
provides opportunities for people of 
color to find jobs, sustain businesses, 
and build wealth through the creation 
of 1) a network of workforce training 
hubs that train people and connect 

them with real jobs; 2) business 
incubators that help new or struggling 
businesses get off the ground;  3) and 
an advanced business accelerator 
program to help businesses make the 
leap to managing large renewable 
energy projects. CEJA also provides 
low cost loans and grants to upstart 
businesses that demonstrate a 
commitment to working in under-
resourced communities.  

Reducing Energy Burden

Lower incomes, less efficient housing, 
and limited access to energy efficiency 
programs explain the higher energy 
burdens faced by black and brown 
and economically disadvantaged 
households. CEJA helps reduce energy 
burden by requiring utilities to make 
the electric grid more affordable, 
cleaner, and more equitable. It also 
increases funding for and access to 
energy efficiency programs and to 
Illinois Solar for All, the state’s low 
income solar program. 
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I grew up loving the newts under 
thick moss and clouds of frog eggs 
in a local reservoir near Berkshires, 
Massachusetts. When marriage 
brought me to the Midwest, my 
“here” became Evanston, Illinois and 
Northwest Indiana grassland and 
shaded oak savannahs.  You love the 
place you are, and I love the clouds of 
dragonflies on Lake Michigan and the 
rattle of sandhill cranes. 

Like all of you, I work at the local and 
national level to protect our community 
and wild things; I engage on national 
and international environmental 
efforts. Regionally, I push to protect 
Lake Michigan and our oak savannahs. 
At home, I garden for pollinators, leave 
my leaves, avoid toxins, eliminate turf, 
and try to buy less.

Illinois is an agricultural and coal mining 
state. Chicago may feel important, but 
environmental change won’t happen 
unless we engage the whole state in the 
issue. We need a reputable, effective 
voice in the heart of big environmental 
issues. That’s Prairie Rivers Network. 
That’s why I give.

Leslie Shad
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Spring is always a special time, but this year is unlike 
any other in recent memory. The events of the 
past year give a whole new meaning to the annual 
emergence and renewal we’ve come to expect 
during this time of year. Flowers are blooming, 
buds are breaking, and birds are chirping. As the 
natural world awakens, so do we. 

We are in a much different place than we were a year ago. Instead of fear 
and uncertainty ruling the day, it’s gradually becoming safer for us to return 
to some semblance of normalcy—reconnecting with family, friends, and 
loved ones after a difficult year apart. The political winds are shifting, too. 
Instead of fighting a concerted attack on public health and environmental 
protection, we can turn our attention to the opportunities this moment 
holds for the health of our air, land, water, and community. 

While this spring offers us some relief on many fronts, we mustn’t grow 
complacent. We have to exercise care and caution as we move into this new 
normal, making good on our early-pandemic promises to focus on what 
matters—caring for one another and not squandering our precious time. 
The team at Prairie Rivers Network certainly isn’t wasting any time, and the 
pages of this newsletter are evidence of that. 

Despite a tumultuous year, we’ve made a lot of progress. We look forward 
to putting into place some of the strongest protections in the nation 
on the storage and disposal of toxic coal ash. We continue our push for 
comprehensive clean energy policy that addresses the climate crisis while 
lifting up those in need. We welcome the return of the majestic, but once 
extirpated, sandhill crane. There is a lot to celebrate, honor, and look 
forward to this spring.  / /
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By Ryan Grosso
The goal of the Annual Midwest Crane Count has been to 
use citizen science and data collection to study the success 
of sandhill cranes. Healthy wetlands throughout Illinois and 
Wisconsin are critical for migratory populations and safe, 
successful nesting areas. As of now, many organized crane 
count efforts have been confined to the northern counties 
in Illinois. But we know that migratory and nesting pairs 
have been spotted further south.

Protecting Water Protects Wildlife

This year will be an opportunity to lay the foundation of a 
focused crane count in central Illinois. Our goal is to gather 
data at some of the most pristine, treasured areas along the 
Illinois River, like Dixon Waterfowl Refuge near Hennepin 
or Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge. George Archibald, co-
founder of the International Crane Foundation, says about 
the effort: “It’s the start of a citizens’ science project that I 
hope will be repeated annually perhaps leading to rigorous 
scientific research to provide information upon which 
sound crane conservation practices can be developed.”

Bringing the Count to Central Illinois 

On a dark and chilly April morning, Carol Beatty found 
herself in one of Illinois’ northernmost counties, patiently 
waiting to see or hear the distinct call of a sandhill crane. 

Carol has been a birder for many years, sharing her passion 
for ornithology with several Audubon chapters scattered 
throughout Illinois. She has participated in Christmas and 
Spring bird counts for more than two decades, but for the 
first time on that April day in 2019, Carol ventured into 
new territory. She was a first-time counter in the Annual 
Midwest Crane Count.

While her focus was confined to a natural area in Stephenson 
County, more than a thousand people across five states in the 
Midwest were diligently watching and listening for cranes. 
This is all part of a far-reaching effort by the International 
Crane Foundation, headquartered near Baraboo, Wisconsin, 

to survey midwestern wetlands for sandhills and the rarer 
whooping crane.

There is a good reason why this annual event draws so many 
participants. Besides years of partnership and development, 
many are naturally drawn to the incredible nature of a 
sandhill or whooping crane. Their calls are loud and distinct. 
Sandhills produce “a loud rattling kar-r-r-r-o-o-o” that has 
the ability to echo for miles. On average, sandhill cranes 
stand around 4 feet tall, with a wingspan that can range 
from 5 to 6 feet. There aren’t many more obvious, natural 
sights than seeing a flock of sandhills soaring above or the 
sound of a breeding pair calling to each other in a marsh.

The Annual Midwest Crane Count is another step toward 
supporting the goals of Prairie Rivers Network in the Illinois 
River Valley. Our coalitions strive to preserve habitat and 
to support the diversity of life in the heart of Illinois. As 
simple as it sounds, a citizen science effort like this will 
give us insight into the success of cranes and the important 
habitat they rely on. 

We look forward to sharing more information with you 
in the future as we develop the program and work with 
partners.  / /
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THE “KAR-R-R-R-O-O-O” IN CENTRAL ILLINOIS

PROTECT WATER.

For the past few months, Prairie Rivers Network has been working with the 
International Crane Foundation and several partners to bring the Midwest Crane 
Count to the Illinois River Valley. What is the count, and why is it important?

Sandhill crane (Photo credit: Rolland Swain)



By Andrew Rehn
The momentum really started building in 2018. Prairie 
Rivers Network, represented by Earthjustice, filed a Clean 
Water Act lawsuit against Dynegy for pollution from their 
coal ash ponds into the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River, 
and the river was featured on the front page of Chicago 
Tribune with the headline “Coal Ash Stains Scenic River.” 
The drum beat continued when the Middle Fork was named 
one of the US’s Most Endangered Rivers by American Rivers 
that summer. 

Years of grassroots activism from groups like ours and the 
Ecojustice Collaborative resulted in three key legislators 
who clearly understood the coal ash problem: Senator Scott 
Bennett, Representative Carol Ammons, and Representative 
Mike Marron. Late in 2018, Prairie Rivers Network and 
partners launched a report on groundwater pollution from 
coal ash titled Cap and Run. This final piece of the puzzle 
put coal ash’s threat across the state into clear view, and 
teed up a legislative push in the following year.

Passing the Coal Ash Pollution Prevention Act

Bolstered by grassroots support across the state, the Coal 
Ash Pollution Prevention Act passed in 2019, making 
Illinois one of just a few states with their own coal ash 
laws. In addition to establishing financial requirements on 
polluters to put up money for their coal ash ponds, the law 
started a rulemaking process that would result in specific 
regulations for coal ash impoundments. 

Like all rulemakings in our state, the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board was charged with developing the rules. The 
law required the rules to be completed by March 2021. 

Despite the global pandemic that took over in 2020, the 
rulemaking process moved forward. The Board held two 
week-long hearings where lawyers from our friends at 
Earthjustice, Environmental Law and Policy Center, and 
Sierra Club duked it out with industry over what would go 
into the rules. Community members from across the state 
virtually attended to speak up for clean water and remind 
the Illinois Pollution Control Board members what was 
really at stake.

What the Rules Might Look Like

We’re now at the end of that rulemaking process. As this 
article is being written, the rules are not yet finalized. 
There has been a last-minute curveball resulting in a 45-
day extension of the deadline. However, the final rules are 
unlikely to deviate too far from the Board’s ‘Second Notice’ 
rules which were published in February. Some highlights 
include:

•	 Industry is required to maintain groundwater 
monitoring around their coal ash ponds with greater 
detail and reporting frequency than before.

•	 Illinois residents will have better access to the full 
plans for closure which industry has to post on their 
websites. What used to take weeks to acquire will now 
be publicly posted for all to see.

•	 Public participation is facilitated by longer deadlines 
for document review, requirements for translation 
services as needed, and new comment opportunities 
on industry proposals to be exempt from clean-up 
requirements.

•	 A new docket and potential rulemaking on sources 
of coal ash pollution that were not included in this 
rulemaking. 

•	 Few, if any, of industry’s requests to weaken the rule 
were granted by the Board.

With the rulemaking not yet finished, any part of the rule 
could possibly change (so keep an eye on our website). But 
if the rules move forward largely unchanged, it’s safe to 
say that Illinois has made big strides towards a future safer 
from coal ash pollution.  / /
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REGULATING COAL ASH: VISION TO REALITY

HEAL LAND.

Very soon, Illinois will be among states with the strongest coal ash 
regulation. It’s been a long journey, traceable back to grassroots campaigns 
to protect water in communities across the state starting decades ago.



2020 MEMBERS & SUPPORTERS
We are so grateful to our generous network of members  

and partners. Thank you for your support!

Nadja and Carl Altstetter
Susan Barry and Chris Benda

Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Stephany and Elliot Brinkman
Reneé Potter and Rick Broyles

Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Irene and Clark Bullard
Ellyn and David Bullock

Laura Cain
Brenda and Nathan Cheney

Dianda and Dave Easter
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio

Kathleen Fahey
Jane Mohraz and A. Belden Fields

Jane and Eric Freyfogle
John Gilpin

Catherine Goodall-Heising
Nancy Goodall

Heather and Fran Harty

Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger

Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens

Rosemary Laughlin
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey

Annette McMichael
Jon McNussen

Kathryn Pilhofer
Carolyn and Bob Pohlkotte

Ann L. Smith
Becky Mead and Tim Stelzer

Glen Summers
Diane and Bob Szafoni

Kevin Tushaus
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey

Paul B. Van Ness
Sherry M. Weaver

Carol Goodall Wock

A special thank you to our members who have donated to the  
PRN Endowment as an investment in Illinois’ future.

B R U C E  H A N N O N

Business & Community

PLATINUM $5,000+
Patagonia

GOLD $1,000+
Common Ground Food Co-Op

Elliott Counseling Group
Illinois-American Water - Champaign

National Wildlife Federation
Robeson Family Benefit Fund

UpClose Marketing and Printing

SILVER $500+
Graybird Foundation

Paul’s Machine & Welding Corporation

BRONZE $250+
Anderson Farms

Finest Home Inspection
Kickapoo Adventures

Liberty Prairie Foundation
Marco Technical Documentation
Prairie Group of the Sierra Club

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 
American Rivers

Bangs Lake Advisory Committee
BorgWarner

Canton Area Citizens For Environmental Issues
Caterpillar Foundation

Children’s Discovery Museum
Dandelion Vintage

Exelon
Farmer’s Mid-County Feed Co.

First Presbyterian Church of Urbana Green Team
First Presbyterian Church Monticello

Green Yoga Spa
Laborers Local Union #393

Mulberries Farm & Orchard
Reed Law Office
Riggs Brewery

SharePower Responsible Investing

Foundations & Grantors
Amalgamated Foundation

Delta Institute via Kinship Foundation
Elevate Energy/Solar for All

Energy Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation

Illinois Environmental Council
Just Transition Fund 

The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation

Metropolitan Planning Council
National Wildlife Federation

NC-SARE
ReAmp

Walton Family Foundation

Other
AmazonSmile, Benevity, EarthShare

LEGACY SOCIETY

BRUCE HANNON FRIENDS

Stephanie and Ralph Alexander
Sandy Bales

Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Irene and Clark Bullard
Ellyn and David Bullock

William J. Davey
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio

Jane and Eric Freyfogle
John Gilpin

Lizie Goldwasser
Nancy Goodall

Barbara and Robin Hall
Patricia Hannon
Bruce Hannon

DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Susan and Lewis Hopkins

Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes
Dixie and Gary Jackson

Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Chris and David Main
Diane and John Marlin

Robert J. McKim
Jon McNussen

Sharon and Jack Paxton
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss

Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals

Trent Shepard
David and Julie Sherwood

Sue and Tom Smith
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey

Carol Goodall Wock

A heartfelt thank you to our members who have pledged  
an annual gift of $1,000 or more to sustain the work of PRN.



THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE

A special thank you to our Fundraising Team at the Illinois Marathon in 2020: David Bullock, Kim Curtis, Don Greeley, Elizabeth Greeley, Dixie Jackson, Gary 
Jackson, Rob Kanter, Charles LeFebvre, Cheryl Nimz, Nudelman Family, Traci Quigg Thomas, John Randolph, Dave Sherwood, Case Sprenkle, Dick Sturgeon. 
Although their fundraising efforts were interrupted by the cancellation due to COVID-19, we look forward to running together again in the near future.
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Anonymous (3)
Stephanie Alexander

Sandy Bales
Lauren Klein and Jeff Brokish 

Maggie Bruns
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic

Ellyn and David Bullock
Luan and Don Davis

Ed DeWalt
Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and Frank DiNovo

Susan and David C. Eades
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Kathy Shannon and Matt Frank

John Gilpin
Lizie Goldwasser
Charlotte Green

Barbara and Robin Hall

Patricia and Bruce Hannon
Ann Graffagna and Don Hanrahan

DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes

Cathy and Roger Inman
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens, 

in memory of Michael Scully

Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Linda and Grear Kimmel

Paul Kwiat
Rosemary Laughlin

Barbara and Jim Linder
Tyler Lobdell

Diane and John Marlin
Robert J. McKim

Jo Ann Heiser and Guy Murphy

Jerry Wray and Dirk Mol
Deb and Ty Newell

Mare and Jim Payne
Japhia Jayasingh-Ramkumar 

and Dave Ramkumar
Anne Robin

Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals

Trent Shepard
Sue and Tom Smith

Lee and Philip Solter
Pamela Tanner

Carol and David Thomas
Claire Johnson and Matt 

Turino
Rachel Whitaker and Stephen Wald

Terri Nally and Ric Weibl
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Anonymous
Karen and Brian Anderson

Patti Anderson
Carol Spindel and Tom Bassett

Mary Blackmore
Leslie Shad and Joseph Brennan
Stephany and Elliot Brinkman

Laura Davis
Cynthia Degnan
J. Bryant Evans

Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey
Karen and Michael Folk

Carol Livingstone and Daniel Grayson
Susan Post and Michael Jeffords
Penny Agallianos and Eric Johnson

Mardell O’Brien and Larry Johnson
Nancy Parker and Jim Kuldinski
Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman and Max Kummerow
Annette and Charles Lansford

Cloydia and Rick Larimore
Jean and Dennis Lawyer

Marcia Bullard and Thomas McNamara
Madeline B. Moore

Jane and Walter Myers
Eric Neubauer

Kim Kramer and Melissa Orlie
Barbara Donahue and Rich Rehn

Debbie and Steve Rugg
Daniel Russo

Candy and John Scott

Mary Severinghaus
Kristin Solberg and David Seyler

Anne and David Sharpe
Kim Smith and David Skadden

Kim and Jacob Stelle
Brian Sundberg

Alethea Austin Taylor
Joyce Blumenshine and David Trachtenbarg

Sandra and Bill Volk
Lynn and Ira Wachtel

Lucy Whalley and Dennis Wandell
Nancy E. Westcott

Jane and David C. White
Katie Zimmerman

Irene and Clark Bullard
William J. Davey

Jane and Eric Freyfogle
Chris and David Main

Jon McNussen
Julie and David Sherwood

Anonymous

Brenda and Wayland Eheart

Nancy Goodall

Dixie and Gary Jackson

Karen and Patrick Kane

Sharon and Jack Paxton

Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss

Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey

Carol Goodall Wock



THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE

And a sincere thank you to our volunteers and interns: Sam Brandstrader, Ann Burger, Kristin Camp, Deanna Glosser, Nancy Goodall, Mary Grapperhaus, Gary 
Hake, Shelley Harper, Maureen Holtz, Michael Holtz, Cathy Inman, Dixie Jackson, Mary Jadernak, Karen Kane, Rob Kanter, Marty Kemper, Germaine Light, Grace 
Madding, Randy Madding, Chris Main,  David Main, Dennis Malawy, Steve Modert, Lou Nelms, Andrea Nord, Toni Oplt, Dulce Ortiz, Lennie Pitcher, Bob Platt, 
Steve Platt, Jan Predmore, Abigale Pstrzoch, Jill Rendelman, Glen Schuetz, Suzanne Smith, Jessica Stern, Seth Swoboda, Tom Swoboda, Carolyn Trimble, and 
Citizens for a Greener Illinois,  DuBois Center - UCC Church Camp
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Anonymous (3)
Roberta Allen

Charlotte and Walter Arnstein
Audrey and Ted Brown

Richard Cahill
Debbie and Matt Campbell

Judi and Brian Carney
Denise Church

Janet Gates Conover and Joe Conover, 
in honor of Bruce and Patricia Hannon

Nancy and Stephen Cox
Megan and Sam Cox

Jongin and Robert Craggs
Claire and Brian Deal

Suzanna and David Delaney
Lori Dostal

Dianda and Dave Easter
Laurie and David Farrell
Theresa and Bob Feller

Bob Fisher
Lois and Ernest Gullerud

Sue Hedrick
Virginia and Mike Henebry

Beverly Hertle
Mark Hirsbrunner

Patsy Hirsch
Joan and Jim Hocker

Brian Holmes

Marie Gambach and Joe Hooker
J.G. Houston

Rachel Rasmussen and Robert Hudson 
Bryan Johnsrud

Joan M. Volkmann and John T. Jones
Janet and Dennis Kane

Wenche Nonaas and Bruce Karmazin
Linda and Marty Kemper

Susan and Ron Kiddoo
Dennis Killian

Lorrie Pearson and Jeff Kohmstedt
Matthew Kraatz

Mary Kruse
Warren G. Lavey Family

Sharon Irish and Reed Larson
Benjamin Lumpkin

Meredith Main
Ann and David Marriott
Rosi and Bob McLeese

Theresa and Bruce Michelson
Heidi Hurd and Michael Moore

Beth Morgan
Trish and Lou Nelms

Anna and Stephen Nesbitt
Cheryl K. Nimz

Jean Paley
Janise and Christopher Phillips

Brenda Koenig and Drew Phillips

Irina and Michael D. Podolsky
Linda Wessels and Tim Prescott
Kim Curtis and John Randolph

Beth Rempe
Kathleen Robbins

Christie Roszkowski
Beth and Tod Satterthwaite

Kathleen and Mark Schoeffmann
Elizabeth Shack
Cindy Shepherd
Valerie Sivicek

Ruth and Rip Sparks
Holly and Joel Spencer

Elaine and Case Sprenkle
Andrea Beller and Kenneth Stolarsky, 

in memory of J. Ralph Alexander

Richard Stout
Sheila Sullivan

William C. Sullivan
Linda Coleman and Casey Sutherland 

Diane and Bob Szafoni
Kristine Light and Ed Taylor

Amy McArthur and William Theisen
Michael Ullmann

Cynthia Skrukrud and Thomas Von Geldern
Tina Gunsalus and Michael Walker

Rebecca Roach and Gerry Walter

River Defender
Members

$100-$249

Anonymous (5)
Anonymous,  

in memory of James R. Payne

Mayumi and Nathan Aaberg
Kendall Rafter and John Abelson

Coleta Ackermann
Mary Jo Adams

Ryan Adams
Kay and Bill Ahaus

Kyle Ahten
Joyree and Brad Allen

Marianne Alleyne
Connie and David Almy
Jorie and Jason Aloisio

Nadja and Carl Altstetter
Beth Wentzel and Todd Ambs

Charlene Anchor
Lee Erwin and Keith Appler

Buz Bailey,  
in memory of Peg Puccini

Ann and Hal Barnhart
Katherine Baylis

Frank Beal
Virginia Woulfe-Beile and David Beile

Shea Belahi
Lou Bergeron

Dwain Berggren
Christopher Berti

Richard and Penny Boser Donor Advised Fund, 
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation

Andrea and Tim Bretl and Catie Bretl
Jacquelyn and Philip Brewer

Donna and Frank Brinkman
Laurie Matheson and William Brooks

Kazuko Suzuki and Raymon Brown
Mary Ann and Tom Brown

Mary Kay Bruns
Joyce and Rabel Burdge
Jane and Michael Cain

Michael and Kristin Camp
Mary Campbell

Jessie Norris and Barry Chapman
Ann Charland

Judi Chase
Beth Chato
Jane Cogie

Thelma Collins
Mary and Brian Cook

Nancy Coombs
Jane and Don Creason

Larry and Sandy Creekmur
Jenny and Mike Daab

Lori Raetzman and Charles Davies
Liz Cardman and Paul Debevec

Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue
Paula and Dan Deneen

Kirsten Dennison
Nancy and Harold Diamond

Susan Braxton and Chris Dietrich
Victoria Pifalo and Kieran Donaghy

Maggie Dougherty-Roberts
Jolene Drew

John Dunkelberger
Barbara Stanger and Duane Dust

Joyce Eisold
Thomas England

Linda A. Larson and David Enstrom
Ruth Ann and Charles Evans

Roberta Ford
Rachel Fowler

Bettina and George Francis
Debbie and Chuck Frank
Kim and Cynthia Fraser

Bridget and Kevin Frerichs

Barbara and David Gaffron
Jan Kalmar and Ben Galewsky

Kristin Hoganson and Charles Gammie
Paula Aschim and Tim Garvey

Jan Gehring
Rosemary Gentry
Deanna Glosser

Robin and Bruce Goettel
Karen and Bob Goodwell

Jennifer Goran
George and Myra Gordon Advised Fund, 

Illinois Prairie Community Foundation

Lisa and Philip Graff
Helen and Gene Grandone

Liz and Don Greeley
Beckie and Reginald Green

Kevin and Sue Green
Ryan Griffis

Richard Gronlund
Jane and Mark Grosso

Andrew Gulya
Barbara and Homer Gurtler

Jill and John Gusmano
Judy and Keith Hackley

Gary Hake
Shawn Hale

Jody Hanger and Chris Hannauer
Sandra and James Hannum

Joyce Harant
Kathy and Richard Harden
Shelley and Larry Harper

Frances and Mitchell Harris
Heather and Fran Harty
Susan and Karl Helmink

Shanelle and Jason Herman
Craig J. Holderness

Jacob Hoots
Susan Houseworth

Bonnie Hudson
Teresa Jarvis and Philip Hult

Steve Hurst
Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger

Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike
Marilyn and John Januszko

Leslie Cooperband and Wes Jarrell, 
Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery

Christine and Eric Jason
Elisabeth Jenicek

Pat and Harold Jensen
Libby Johnston
Gwen A. Jones

Catherine Schmidt-Jones and Douglas Jones
Gwen A. Jones

Diane and Bob Jorgensen
Judith M. Joy

Rhonda Jurinak
Rebecca Kasten

Viktoria Ford and Stephen Kaufman
Emily Kerlin

Beverly and George H. Kieffer
Janice Kimpel

Peggy Patten and Todd Kinney
Jason Knauff

John Knoblett
Michelle Knox
Christa Knust

Therese and Randall Kobel
Antje and Ed Kolodziej

Katrina and Jim Kotowski
Scott Kozoll
Pierre Kriel

Susan and Curtis Krock
Jennifer Hines and Rob Krumm

Lindsey Rose Krzyzek
Barb Wilson and John Lammers

Linda and Ryan Larsen
Holly Love and Joe Laszlo

Emily and Richard Laugesen
Karen Medina and Stuart Levy

Dan Lewart
Marianne Lippi

Cynthia and Michael Loui
Mona and Vern Maas



We also thank the 174 members that donated under $50, but are not listed here. Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of our supporter recognition. We apologize for any errors and urge you to notify us of any corrections.

THANK YOU!

Members
$50 - $99

Anonymous (6)
Kelby Adams

Jeannine Adomaitis
Patricia Hodges and John Allen

Susan Allen
Walter Alspaugh
Jane Amundsen
Michael Ander

Susan Ask
Kurt Austin

Dr. Janice M. Bahr
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Sally Parry and Robert McLaughlin
Carolyn McMenamin
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Beth Shirk and Scott Meyer
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JoAnn Monge
Nancy and David Morse

Sarah Moskowitz
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in memory of Robert C. (Bob) Kanter

Sandy Lu and Fred Newport
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Vickie and Brian Nudelman
Karen Ennen and David O`Brien

Amanda and Ryan Pankau
Sara Panko
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Debbie and Charles Pastors

Lois Pausch
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Janet and David Peshkin
Jean and David Peters
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Jacquie Hill and David Plath
Bob Platt

Benieta and Richard Powell
Kevin Price
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Georgia and Brian Reardon
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Marya Ryan
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Lloyd Smith
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James Stephens
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William Stewart
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Stan Summers
Cynthia Swanson

Iris and Burt Swanson
Kathy and Jonathan Sweedler

Cynthia and Clyde Sweet, 
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Bonnie and Bob Switzer
Nicole and Seth Swoboda
Sandy and Tom Swoboda

Christopher Taylor
Greg Taylor

David Tewksbury
Michael Tilley
Tori Trauscht

Andrea Troolin
Kevin Tushaus

Patricia VerStrat
John Viebach
Carl von Ende

Nancy Voss
Donald Walden
Shirley Walker

Claudia and Mark Washburn
Debbie and Richard Weaver

C. Pius Weibel
Charlotte Westcott

Colleen and William White
Jo McLain and Frank M. Wiesenmeyer

Liesel Wildhagen
Ellen and David Willcox

Williams-Kim Family
Karen and Alex Winter-Nelson

Steven Witt
Janet Wong

Vicky and Scott Woolridge
Mary Ellen Wuellner
Cari and Gary Yerby

Feng Dong and Yong Cao
Gejuan and Charles Cardwell

Sandra Carr
David Ceperley
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Stuart and Deborah Chadde
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Lisa Chapello
Barbara and Bill Childers

Peter Cioch
Glenn Clayton
Jessica Conroy

Verena Höfig and Leo Covis
Gary Cozette

Cope Cumpston
Cathy and Jeff Cunningham

Al and Jan Curry
Kathy Dady-Youngs

Amy Hassinger and Adam Davis
Jacqualyn R. Davis

Mercy and Bill Davison
Rita and Timothy Demask
Roger and Cathy Digges

Brenda Dilts
Mary Dobbeck
Dennis Dreher

Karyl and Doug Dressen
Allison Dries
Bryan Duff

Clara Bosak-Schroeder and Joe Duncker
L. Brodie Dunn
Bryan Dunne
Craig Eckert

Christy Ann Elamma
Steven Ellis

Tryggvi Emilsson
Alice Englebretsen

Peggy Enquist
Susan Lannin and Albert Ettinger

Margaret and Ronald Evans
Susan and Richard File
Sue Ellen Finkenbiner

Barbara Ford
Karen and Alain Fresco

Barb Fuller
Patricia Meske-George and Lawrence George

Chris and Mark Golden
Marilyn Good

Kathryn and Steve Gossard
Sarah and Jim Graham

Olivia Dorothy and Damon Gray
Angela and Robert Gruendl
Cynthia and Robert Guthrie

Rosa and Ibrahim Hajj
Ken Hannan

Larry Hanrahan
Sharon L. Hayes

Marcia and Richard Heitz
Don and Babette Hiles

Martin Hobbs
Lois and Wayne Hochstetler

Kay Hodson
Darlene and Eugene Hoffman

Natalie Holden
Beth Holland

Dave Holloway
Peggy Holmes and James Hicks

Elaine and George Hopkins
Andrea Jackson
Douglas Jackson

William R. Jacober
Gregory Jahiel

Naomi and Eric Jakobsson
David Joens

Amy Johnson
Lori Sommer and John Kanter

Sandra and David Kaptain
Alicia Henry and Wayne Karplus

Michael Kerber
Susan Kesselman

Eva Pomerantz and Duane Kimme
Nance Klehm

Rebecca A. Klein
Joyce and Jim Knoblauch

Sylvia Koenig
Bruce Komadina

Harv Koplo
Peg and David Kovacic

Karla M. Kraeszig
Joseph Krehbiel

Bill Kreuger
Lauren Kuntz

Donald R. Ladzinski
Jo Lakota

Ken Larimore
Dave Larsen

Stephanie Lavey
Jeannie Austin and Richard Lazarus

Marie Le Bihan

Sarah Lindholm
Paul and Jody Littleton

Rebecca Luke
Denise Mammolito and James McClure

Heather Mangian
Wendy Marquis

Rose and John C. Martin
Joyce Mast

Margaret McNamara
Jay E. Meeker

Anja Metz
Cassandra Metz

Joanne Miller
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Nancy Mings
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Melissa Monroe
Jennifer Monson
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Mary and Thomas Murphy
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Deb Nelson
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David Novak
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Howard Oneil
Karen Parjani

Frances Peshkin
Jen and Wayne Politsch

Sarah Rae
Rob Ratz

Robin and Carl Reisman
Kathryn and Edward Remsen

Andrew Ries,  
in honor of Anne Ellison
Ann and Bob Romadka

Aaron Rose
Janice Rutherford

Jacqueline and Richard Salome
Jessie and Jarrod Scheuenemann

Connie and Michael Schmidt
Dawn Schultz

Dennis M. Schwank
Virginia and David Scott
Fred and Cathy Segovich

Sarah Smith
Lisa and Keith Snyder

Aisha Sobh
Laura and Travis Sola

Hal Sprague
Greg Spyreas
Nancy Stagg

Lois Steinberg
Carol and Topper Steinman

Sally Stillwell
Susan Styer

Marti Swanson
Mary Kay Solecki and John Taft
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Nancy and John Taylor

Beverly Thomas
Kathleen and Dave Thornton
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David Tracy

Mary Jane Tuttle
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Sue and Mike Van Matre

Paul B. Van Ness
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Douglas Wagner
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April Walsh
Christy and Dan Walsh
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Kathleen Weibel

Sharon and Doug Welch
Audrey Wells
Steve White

Yvette and Herb Whiteley
Louann and Christopher Wilcock

Kirstin Wilcox
David Wilcoxen

Marilyn and Ed Willis
Ron Wojtanowski

Tony Wong
Jacqueline Worden
Donald Wuebbles

Jeff Zahos
Glenn Zipp
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PRN: Pesticide drift is nothing new, but recently there’s 
been an increase in reports of herbicide drift damage to 
trees, plants, and conservation areas. Can you talk about 
this problem?

Nathan: Pesticide drift has been around for a very, very 
long time, as long as pesticides have been used. And what 
we know is that there are two very bad players—Enlist Duo 
and dicamba—that have pushed this issue into the public 
consciousness and illustrated how big an issue pesticide 
drift can be to surrounding ecosystems. We use so many 
herbicides across the landscape, year after year, and all of 
them combine to make a problem that we don’t really even 
know the scope of. 

Right now we know a lot of people have reported damage 
from dicamba. There have been monitoring studies by 
Prairie Rivers Network and Audubon Arkansas that have 
tried to systematically look at this and shown the problem is 
immense. People can report incidents of harm, but if you’re 
not looking for it, you’re not going to find it. We don’t have 
a systematic monitoring process across the entire country, 
which is what we really need. 

And not just monitoring harm to agricultural crops but 
also harm to native plants and areas in protected reserves. 
Those are the plants that really provide so much respite and 
so much of an oasis in the sea of agriculture that we have in 
much of the Midwest. When they start getting harmed, the 
ecological consequences that can come with that just start 
cascading on themselves. So I think that we’re realizing that 
the problem is very big in scope, but we still don’t know 
how big it is. And I think that’s really a result of regulatory 
failure.

PRN: So the rules and regulations we have are not protecting 
humans, wildlife, or the environment?

Nathan: No, they’re not. Unfortunately, our pesticide 
regulatory system is, in my opinion, fundamentally broken. 

Right now it exists solely for the benefit of agriculture, which 
is very frustrating to many in the public health field and for 
environmental and human health advocates. Agriculture 
should certainly have their say and be able to advocate 
for their position, but when they’re pretty much dictating 
terms of use for most pesticides and public health advocates 
aren’t even getting a seat at the table, then the process is 
skewed and it’s broken. [The current regulatory regime] 
exists to approve pesticides and make sure pesticides make 
it to the market, instead of asking whether they should be 
approved or not.

PRN: When you have herbicide that is highly volatile, and 
you really can’t control it after it has been applied. Where 
are we failing?

Nathan: The main problem is that a lot of the pesticides 
have been overused for so long and used irresponsibly that 
they’re no longer effective. We’re using things that were 
approved in the 1950s or 60s that really should be considered 
obsolete. And that’s the case with dicamba, where it’s an 
awful pesticide because it doesn’t stay put. The problem 
is we’re doubling down on this system, instead of saying, 
well, glyphosate kind of was a colossal failure after these 
decades of using it incorrectly. Maybe we need to be looking 
at different ways of dealing with glyphosate resistant weeds 
or other herbicide resistant weeds, instead of just piling on 
four or five different herbicides into your tank.

To hear the full conversation, visit https://prairierivers.
org/podcast/. There are new episodes of Stories from the 
Floodplain every month. Subscribe, listen, and let us know 
what you think!  / /

STORIES FROM THE FLOODPLAIN

INSPIRE CHANGE.

In recent years, Prairie Rivers Network has sounded the alarm about the 
devastating toll to the Illinois landscape caused by pesticide drift. In March, we 
spoke in depth on this topic with Dr. Nathan Donley from the Center for Biological 
Diversity as part of our podcast, Stories from the Floodplain. Here’s a brief excerpt.
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In January 2021, Prairie Rivers Network lost one its most ardent, 
influential, and generous founders, Anne A. “Nan” Ehrlich. Nan died in 
Champaign at age 93.  

Born in Schenectady, New York, Nan moved to Champaign-Urbana in 
1968 when her husband, Gert, became a professor at the University 
of Illinois. She quickly engaged in community and civic affairs and 
developed a passion for the prairie landscape and especially its rivers. 

Unbounded Energy

When a dam proposed for the Sangamon threatened the University 
of Illinois’ Allerton Park, Nan joined the Committee on Allerton, the 
“ancestor” organization of Prairie Rivers Network. She brought to 
the fledgling organization unbounded energy, superb writing skills, 
and important contacts with community members as well as political 
insights honed in her work among diverse local and statewide groups 
and her position as the Executive Director of the Illinois Public Transit 
Association. She diligently monitored area-wide press coverage of the 
battle and helped ensure accurate reporting of the committee’s work.

In January 1973, the Committee formed the Coalition on American 
Rivers, incorporating as a non tax-exempt organization so its members 
had the right to lobby elected officials on behalf of rivers. Nan joined the 
Board of Directors, becoming its secretary-treasurer. As the Coalition 
undertook work that ultimately led to changes in federal policy 
regarding flood control dams and waterways, Nan provided valuable 
advice and unwavering support to the board. She also befriended and 
mentored the group’s first paid employee, the young Executive Director, 
John Marlin.

A REMEMBRANCE:
NAN EHRLICH

TAKE ACTION!
If you care about conservation in Illinois, 
you should take action today and ask 
your legislators to expand conservation 
funding! 

The funding that supports farmers’ 
conservation efforts is under threat 
in Illinois. The current state budget 
has made it clear that we must fight to 
protect the programs and agencies that 
ensure Illinois farmers can incorporate 
more environmentally and financially 
sustainable practices.

Partners for Nutrient Loss Reduction

The General Assembly must pass the 
Partners for Nutrient Loss Reduction Act 
(HB 1792) in order for the state to tackle 
polluted farm runoff and implement the 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy. This 
legislation would add implementation 
of the strategy to the purposes of the 
Partners for Conservation Fund, and it will 
bolster our Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts and programs, like the Fall 
Covers for Spring Savings Program, 
in supporting Illinois farmers looking 
to incorporate more environmentally 
sustainable practices.

Contact your lawmakers today and ask 
them to Support the Partners for Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Act!

Take Action Today

prairierivers.org/
take-action
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by PRN River Champion Michael Witte 

Sit by Love’s Rivers, watch them flow	

The eddies, the currents over slick rock	

Cattails defending the banks and	

hawks on their prey diving low	

Otters protect the family pool	

Beavers build out the family lodge	

Proud daddy and mama bear fish and sun

Out with their cubs on the river’s lawn	

The growl of a badger protecting her den	

The call of a loon on water’s smoothness	

The flash of a big fish jumping sky high	

The croon of the pack romancing the sky	

	

Love’s Rivers—feel them flow in you	

Love’s Rivers we float, paddle and ford	

We make love on the banks	

We give mighty thanks	

	

Love’s Rivers keep us whole

Copyright, All Rights Reserved:
Michael Brian Witte, 12/21/2020

LOVE’S RIVERS

11

A Bridge Between Successes

In late 1983, with battles over dams 
drawing to a close and the organization 
existing only on paper, it was reborn 
as the Central States Education Center 
and turned its attention to pollution 
flowing into waterways, particularly from 
landfills. Nan became the bridge between 
the Allerton successes and waste victories 
the revived organization achieved. She 
was the wise soul counseling another 
very young new Executive Director, 
John Thompson. She was the mother 
hen, gathering the ever-growing flock 
of youthful employees and University of 
Illinois student volunteers for an outing 
to her secluded retreat near the Salt Fork 
River. She kept the reborn group steady during rough periods of funding.  

Nan retired from the Board of Directors just before the group became 
Prairie Rivers Network, promoting clean water and ecological health for 
all Illinois waters. But she never retired her enthusiasm for and generous 
support of the beloved organization or the friendship she shared with its 
founding members and their families.   

It’s safe to say that as Prairie Rivers Network celebrates successes now 
and in the future, we are benefiting from the continuing influence of Nan 
Ehrlich.  / /

SANDY BALES AND NAN

Supporting Fossil Fuel Workers and Communities

In Illinois and across the country, the transition away from coal power is underway. Out-of-state energy companies have 
made risky investments in expensive and aging Illinois power plants and mines and then often closed them with little 
warning or support for Illinois workers and communities. CEJA includes a plan to help impacted communities adapt to 
the inevitable energy transition and build resilient economies. The bill provides displaced workers with advance notice of 
plant closures, continued health care and retirement benefits, and full tuition scholarships at Illinois state and community 
colleges, as well as access to the workforce hubs mentioned above. CEJA also provides local governments with tax base 
replacement and access to Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) economic development 
staff and investment incentives to renewable energy companies that locate in transitioning communities or hire displaced 
energy workers.  

CEJA places Illinois at the forefront of equitable renewable energy policy, and Prairie Rivers Network is proud to be a leading 
member of the Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition. The Coalition provides expertise and support from grassroots organizing to 
policy development, advocacy, and implementation. Please help us pass this landmark and essential piece of legislation by 
supporting Prairie Rivers Network and by contacting your legislators today at https://tinyurl.com/passcejanow.  / /

CEJA (From page 1)
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MAKE A TAX FREE 

GIFT FROM YOUR IRA

If you celebrated your 72nd birthday or you 

turned 70 1/2 before 2020, you can make a 

donation to PRN by direct transfer from 

your IRA, and your gift will count towards 

your Required Minimum Distribution 

(RMD, https://tinyurl.com/iragift). You 

might save on your taxes, too! The 
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tax advisor for more information.
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