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CLEAN WATER ACT AT 50

By Robert Hirschfeld

This image of the earth, with all its
water extracted and set beside it at
scale, brings home just how limited
and precious this life-giving resource
is. The largest blue sphere represents
all water on earth. The middle sphere
represents all freshwater. And that tiny
dot floating above Georgia represents
all that water that exists on the earth
in lakes and rivers. That’s it. All the
fresh surface and groundwater that
sustains life on earth. And yet, despite
knowing full well that humans cannot
survive more than a matter of days
without clean water, we have been
reckless with it. We have polluted it,
poisoned it, mined it, and wasted it.

Aldo Leopold wrote, “Our tools are
better than we are, and grow faster
than we do. They suffice to crack the
atom, to command the tides, but they
do not suffice for the oldest task in
human history, to live on a piece of
land without spoiling it.”

Indeed, as far back as we can peer
into the past, it’s evident that human

settlements have often struggled
to balance the extraction of value
from the land and the thoughtful
stewardship of it. But the explosive
growth of industry throughout the
19th and 20th centuries provided a
rapidly expanding population with the
means to inflict new horrors onto our
lands and waters, at a pace and scale
never-before-seen.

By 1969, the Cuyahoga River in Ohio
was one of the most polluted rivers
in the country. A stretch of 50 miles
from Akron to Cleveland was entirely
devoid of fish. In the preceding
century, the Cuyahoga had caught fire
at least a dozen times. But by 1969,
something had changed. So when the
Cuyahoga burst into flames again,
this time due to petroleum products
dumped directly into the river, the
story of a burning, smoking river
was met with shock and horror at its
utter wrongness. A shift had occurred
in Americans’ attitudes toward
the environment.

The burning of the Cuyahoga, along
with other prominent environmental
maladies around the US, galvanized
a nascent environmental movement
and took it mainstream. Clean water
was something that transcended
boundaries and differences. A slew
of new environmental measures
followed. The US EPA was established
in 1970. And in 1972, Congress, in
a show of overwhelming bipartisan
support for the environment, passed
the Clean Water Act.

ISSUE 1

Richard Nixon’s EPA Administrator,
William D. Ruckelshaus, urged him
to sign the bill into law, telling the
president, “It seems reasonable to
me to spend less than one percent of
the Federal budget and 0.2 percent of
the Gross National Product over the
next several years to assure for future
generations the very survival of the
Gross National Product.” Nevertheless,
Nixon vetoed it. But Congress, again
by wide margins, overrode the veto
and the Clean Water Act became
American law.

The Clean Water Act is a milestone
in American history; it is one of the
first modern environmental laws and
its importance and influence are still
felt today. In many respects, the Clean
Water Act succeeded. The Clean Water
Act targeted what’s known as point-
source pollution - pollutants entering
waters from the end of a pipe. And,
indeed, the volume of pollutants
entering  waterways, particularly
from factories and sewage treatment
facilities, decreased significantly. The
loss of wetlands (caused by filling
them) was slowed. Many waterways
are cleaner today than when the Act

was passed. Continued on page 11
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I hope this edition of the Prairie Rivers Network
newsletter finds you well! As nature once again
comes to life all around us, I hope you’re able to
get out to fully enjoy it. Having two small children,
it has never been more apparent to me that you
don’t have to go far to explore and connect with
the natural world. While we often make weekend trips to our favorite parks
and preserves, almost every day we find magic close to home in the form of
newly sprouting plants, blooming wildflowers, and nesting birds. Through
these experiences and observations, we too are renewed and re-committed
to protecting the vast, interconnected natural world.

This is a special year for PRN. We have entered our 55th year as a non-profit
organization dedicated to protecting and preserving the health of our lands
and waters so that people and wildlife can thrive. This year also marks the
50th anniversary of the Clean Water Act which provides foundational water
quality protections nationwide. In these many decades, we have made so
much progress. In addition to celebrating the progress that we have made
together through these years, we must also set a path forward to address
the many challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

Our work has continually been inspired and informed by you, our supporters,
who understand the connection between the nature that surrounds us and
the health of our planet as a whole. In these pages, you’ll find that continues
to ring true. Together, let’s continue to be stewards of the places we love,
and in doing so protect the only planet we have.

OUR MISSION: Protect Water. Heal Land. Inspire Change.

Using the creative power of science, law, and collective action, we
protect and restore our rivers, return healthy soils and diverse wildlife
to our lands, and transform how we care for the earth and for each other.
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As children of environmentalists, we
learned that conservation, sustainable
living, and environmental stewardship
are our responsibilities to one another.
We have marched, canvassed,
campaigned, and fundraised for these
causes.

Now we aim to share those values with
the next generation. Our contribution
is based in our nature school, Sprouts,
where we work to include accessible
nature daily in children’s lives,
encouraging lifelong appreciation of
and dedication to nature. But our small
impact isn't enough on its own.

As a community, we must support one
another’s efforts for a better planet.
We are lucky to live in an area so
well-versed in environmentalism, but
PRN’s decades of service and efforts
preserving our precious resources
prove their impact. Their focus and
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impact this community and beyond
for years to come. We give to PRN
because we want future generations
to have the resources, environment,
and Earth they deserve.
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Although promoted by industry as an environmentally-friendly renewable fuel source,
ethanol is actually fueling climate change. In our latest episode of Stories from the
Floodplain, Dr. Tyler Lark from the University of Wisconsin-Madison discusses his recent
report on ethanol’s contribution to higher carbon emissions and how the nation’s landscape

has been changed to satisfy its false promise. Here’s a brief excerpt.

Tyler: With this study, we set out to understand the role that
corn ethanol development and the broader renewable fuel
policy had in shaping the American landscape, including the
associated impact on greenhouse gas emissions and water
quality. We found that, perhaps unsurprisingly, when you
increase demand for corn for use as a fuel, that stimulates
crop prices. And then that, in turn, causes expansion of corn
acres with consequences for carbon emissions, fertilizer
use, and nutrient pollution.

Tyler: This concept of land use change is really important
and critical in that overall greenhouse gas balance of
ethanol relative to other fuels. And so it’s this idea that if
you expand the area of land use for cropland in general,
or corn in particular, there are associated consequences
for the environment. Anytime you, for example, plow up
something like a perennial grassland and put that into
annually cultivated cropland, you’re going to release some
additional carbon emissions, some additional carbon from
the soil out into the atmosphere. [This is also true] if you
switch your crop rotations on existing crop lands, from
something like soybeans or wheat to corn.

We know corn is a relatively intensive crop, and it takes
extra fertilizer to help it grow. When you apply that

fertilizer, you get some nitrous oxide emissions from the
nitrogen application, which is a potent greenhouse gas. You
get additional emissions there, so it’s really that component
associated with land use, which is what we focused on in
the study. It’s a key factor in that overall balance, so that’s
what we want to take a closer look at, in hindsight, now that
we’ve seen this policy enacted for about 15 years.

Tyler: We’re really at a pivotal moment for this Renewable
Fuel Standard, the policy that governs renewable fuels in
our transportation supply in the US. The policy, which was
enacted back in 2007, in its current form, stipulates biofuel
volumes and types annually through the year 2022. What
happens next is essentially up to the EPA. This year, they’re
doing large environmental reviews and collecting a bunch
of stakeholder input and external feedback and trying to
understand this issue and decide what this policy should
look like moving forwards. It’s essentially a decision point
where the decisions made this year for this policy will
probably help define what our renewable fuel portfolio
and what our landscapes look like moving forward in the
foreseeable future. It’s a chance to take a step back, kind
of look at where we’ve come from, and what the outcomes
of that have been, and where we as a society want to go
moving forwards.

To hear the full conversation, visit prairierivers.org/podcast.
There are new episodes of Stories from the Floodplain every
month. Subscribe, listen, and let us know what you think!



HEAL LAND.

WHAT WILL FUTURE SUMMERS LOOK LIKE?

By Kim Erndt-Pitcher

I LOVE spring. But summer is my absolute favorite season.
Bring on the heat and humidity, the abundant insects and
other wildlife, and of course the lush green vegetation! It is
a time when we eat vegetables out of the garden, watch the
apples and pecans grow on the trees, and pull honey from
the beehives. It’s also when my family loves to go hiking in
the Shawnee and paddling, fishing, and swimming at the
many awesome lakes here in Southern Illinois.

But lately summer has become a stressful time for many,
myself included. Living in a state that is dominated by
agriculture means pesticide pollution, in particular,
herbicide drift, is common. And many people are dealing
with it year after year.

For the past five years, I have worked alongside some
amazing people. We have spent many days in the late
spring and summer monitoring for symptoms of herbicide
drift in crops, trees, and native plant communities. We’ve
seen symptoms in more places than we can monitor. In fact,
they’ve been present at many places we visit.

Symptoms of herbicide drift are on the trees and plants
along the lakes we play in; they are in our yards and
gardens every year. We see them in trees while hiking, in the
orchards where we pick peaches, and just driving around. It
is difficult on an emotional level to witness and document
herbicide injury year after year, especially at a site you’ve
visited for 4+ years in a row. Tree health is declining, and
some are dying. We need radical changes now.

Seeing the Signs

The signs of herbicide drift can be observed as early as the
first part of May. Some trees are exposed to drift during early
spring herbicide applications. This timing often coincides

with the sensitive stages of bud swell and leaf emergence
in many trees. And now, with the increased use of herbicide
tolerant crops which allow for the use of herbicides over
the top of growing crops, we also see symptoms show up
throughout much of the growing season.

When you visit an area and see folded, curled, and cupped
leaves on a redbud, and then notice all the redbuds look the
same... and that sycamore, and those white oaks, and even
the herbaceous plants... you begin to ask questions. What
does this mean for the long term health of these plants?
How does this impact invertebrates and birds? What about
our children who play here? We don’t have answers to most
of these questions, and that only adds to the stress for so
many people.

Herbicides sprayed onto crops don’t just drift onto
neighboring farmland, they can travel long distances, move
onto your property from your neighbor’s lawn, and run off
fields and lawns during rains to contaminate our streams
and drinking water. They can volatilize, leave their intended
target, and land where they harm wild plants, insects and
other animals, and directly and indirectly harm the people
of Illinois.

A Need for Radical Change

Our lawmakers and state regulatory agencies are not
taking the actions necessary to better regulate and enforce
the Illinois Pesticide Act. The people of Illinois and our
environment are paying the cost. Landowners are paying
the cost—financially, emotionally, and mentally.

We’ve heard from people all over the state who have
been impacted by pesticide drift. At PRN we are working
to improve the rules that govern use of the most harmful
pesticides. Through our Tree and Plant Health Monitoring
Program, we’ve documented symptoms of injury on nature
preserves, state lands, private gardens, orchards, and
specialty crops. But much more needs to be done.

Over the coming year, we will expand our tissue sampling
and monitoring efforts, we will reach more decision makers,
and we will work harder to build awareness on this issue
that ultimately touches all of us. //



We are so grateful to our network of 1,400+ members.
Thank you for your generous support!

Anonymous
Nadja and Carl Altstetter
Susan Barry and Chris Benda
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Stephany and Elliot Brinkman
Reneé Potter and Rick Broyles
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Irene and Clark Bullard
Ellyn and David Bullock
Laura Cain
Brenda and Nathan Cheney
Luan and Don Davis
Dianda and Dave Easter
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Kathleen Fahey
Laurie and David Farrell
Jane Mohraz and A. Belden Fields
Jane and Eric Freyfogle
John Gilpin
Catherine Goodall-Heising
Nancy Goodall
Heather and Fran Harty
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger

Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens
Karen and Patrick Kane
Rosemary Laughlin
Anna Keck and Jason Lindsey

Marcia Bullard and Thomas McNamara

Annette McMichael
Jon McNussen
Jo Ann and Guy Murphy
Mare and Jim Payne
Kathryn Pilhofer
Carolyn and Bob Pohlkotte
Julie and David Sherwood
Ann L. Smith
Lee and Philip Solter
Becky Mead and Tim Stelzer
Glen Summers
Diane and Bob Szafoni
Kevin Tushaus
Nancy Westcott
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey
Paul B. Van Ness
Sherry M. Weaver
Carol Goodall Wock

A special thank you to our members who have donated to the
PRN Endowment as an investment in lllinois’ future.

Sandy Bales
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Irene and Clark Bullard
William J. Davey
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Jane and Eric Freyfogle
Lizie Goldwasser
Nancy Goodall
Barbara and Robin Hall
Patricia Hannon
Bruce Hannon

DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes

Dixie and Gary Jackson
Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Chris and David Main
Diane and John Marlin
Robert ]J. McKim
Jon McNussen
Sharon and Jack Paxton
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Trent Shepard
Julie and David Sherwood
Sue and Tom Smith
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey

A heartfelt thank you to our members who have pledged
an annual gift of $1,000 or more to sustain the work of PRN.

Business & Community

PLATINUM $4,000+
Altar’d State
Common Ground Food Co-Op
Patagonia
UpClose Marketing and Printing

GOLD $1,000+
Ilinois-American Water - Champaign
National Wildlife Federation
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Unitarian Universalist Church of Urbana-Champaign

SILVER $500+
Finest Home Inspection
Paul’s Machine & Welding Corporation

BRONZE $250+
Ilinois Marathon
Illinois Smallmouth Alliance
Kickapoo Adventures
Marco Technical Documentation
New Prairie Construction
Prairie Group of the Sierra Club
Share Power Responsible Investing, Russ Rybicki
Sierra Club, Prairie Group

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS
CDC Paper & Janitor Supply
Color & Grain
CU Adventures in Time & Space
Exelon
LeadGreen
Mason Physics Group - UIUC, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Mulberries Farm & Orchard
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Plumbers & Pipefitters Union Local 149
Reed Law Office
Union EAP, in memory of Charles Bruns
Upper Embarras River Drainage District

Foundations & Grantors

Amalgamated Foundation via JustFund
Annenberg Foundation
Elevate Energy/Solar for All
Energy Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
Ilinois Environmental Council
Just Transition Fund
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
National Wildlife Federation
NC-SARE
ReAmp
Walton Family Foundation

Workplace Giving & Other

AmazonSmile, Benevity, Caterpillar Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation of America,
EarthShare, State Farm Companies Foundation
United Way of Champaign County
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Irene and Clark Bullard
William J. Davey
Anne Ehrlich Estate
Jane and Eric Freyfogle

Anonymous

Leslie Shad and Joseph Brennan

Joyce and Rabel Burdge
Lizie Goldwasser
Nancy Goodall

Chris and David Main
Jon McNussen
Julie and David Sherwood
Ya-Shu Feng and William Van Hagey

Heidi Kiesler
Marilyn Lindholm
Chiara and Benjamin Lumpkin
Sharon Monday and Jack Paxton
Annice Moses and Michael Rosenthal

Dixie and Gary Jackson

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens,
in memory of Michael Scully

Patti Goyen and Patti Anderson
Sandy Bales
Mary Blackmore
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Luan and Don Davis
Carol Emmerling-DiNovo and Frank DiNovo
Brenda and Wayland Eheart
Jean Flemma and John Epifanio
Laurie and David Farrell
Kathy Shannon and Matt Frank
Barbara and Robin Hall
Patricia and Bruce Hannon
DiAnne and Terry Hatch
Jo Ann Heiser and Guy Murphy
Rita and Ralph Henneman
Susan and Lewis Hopkins
Sarah Redd and Bob Illyes

Anonymous
Roberta Allen
George Batzli
Stephany and Elliot Brinkman
Patricia and Charles Bruns
Ann and Roy Campbell
Catherine Capel and Ken Smith
Laura Davis
Cynthia Degnan
J. Bryant Evans
Ann Bergeron and Kevin Fahey
Karen and Michael Folk
Tracy and Rick Fox
B.W. Gaffron
Carol Livingstone and Daniel Grayson
Mark Hirsbrunner
Susan Post and Michael Jeffords

Cathy and Roger Inman
Sharon Irish and Reed Larson
Karen and Patrick Kane
Karen Carney and Rob Kanter
Linda and Grear Kimmel
Betsy and Peter Kuchinke
Annetteand Charles Lansford
Jean and Dennis Lawyer
Barbara and Jim Linder
Tyler Lobdell
Diane and John Marlin
Robert J. McKim

Marcia Bullard and Thomas McNamara,
in honor of Clark Bullard

Jerry Wray and Dirk Mol
Eric Neubauer
Mare and Jim Payne

Eric Johnson
James Kuklinski
Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman and Max Kummerow
Rosi and Bob McLeese
Candace and Steve McMaster
Madeline B. Moore
Jane and Walter Myers
Jean Nanney
Irina and Michael D. Podolsky
Japhia Jayasingh-Ramkumar and
Dave Ramkumar
Barbara Donahue and Rich Rehn
Debbie and Steve Rugg
Candy and John Scott
Mary Severinghaus
Kristin Solberg and David Seyler
Kim Smith and David Skadden

Sue and Tom Smith

Michael Witte

Kim Curtis and John Randolph
Beverly and Thomas Rauchfuss
Anne Robin
Daniel Russo
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Trent Shepard
Lee and Philip Solter
Brian Sundberg
Pamela Tanner
Carol and David Thomas
Carolyn Casady-Trimble and Ralph Trimble
James Tuggle
Rachel Whitaker and Stephen Wald
Terri Nally and Ric Weibl
Jane and David C. White

Ruth and Rip Sparks
Kim and Jacob Stelle
Lenville Stelle

Andrea Beller and Kenneth Stolarsky,
in memory of J. Ralph Alexander

Jane Heaton and Bill Strutz
Linda Coleman and Casey Sutherland
Diane and Bob Szafoni
Alethea Austin Taylor
Joyce Blumenshine and David Trachtenbarg
Rebecca Roach and Gerry Walter
Lucy Whalley and Dennis Wandell
Nancy E. Westcott
Sally Foote and Tom Wold
Katie Zimmerman

A sincere thank you to our Tree Monitoring and Citizens for a Greener lllinois volunteers: Kath Brinkman, Ann Burger, Kristin Camp, Carolyn Casady-Trimble, DuBois

Center - UCC Church Group, Jaci Davis, Dallas Glazik, Deanna Glosser, Nancy Goodall, Mary Grapperhaus, Gary Hake, Shelley Harper, Cathy Inman, Dixie Jackson, Mary Jadernak,
Karen Kane, Marty Kemper, Germaine Light, Grace Madding, Randy Madding, Chris Main, David Main, Dennis Malawy, Steve Modert, Lou Nelms, Andrea Nord, Lennie Pitcher,
Bob Platt, Steve Platt, Jan Predmore, Glen Schuetz, Sue Smith, Seth Swoboda, Tom Swoboda
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Kendall Rafter and John Abelson
Jennifer Acosta-Talbot
Joyree and Brad Allen

Connie and David Almy,
in memory of Charles Goodall

Virginia Woulfe-Beile and David Beile

Jeanine and Stewart H. Berlocher,
in memory of Eugene S. Kasprowicz

Jacquelyn and Philip Brewer
Michael and Kristin Camp
Debbie Campbell
Bess Celio
Judi Chase
John Chick
Denise Church

Janet Gates Conover and Joe Conover,
in honor of Bruce and Patricia Hannon

Michael Corcoran

River Defender
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$100-$249

Anonymous (10)
Mayumi and Nathan Aaberg
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Kay and Bill Ahaus
Michael Aherin
Patricia Hodges and John Allen
Susan Allen
Marianne Alleyne
Nadja and Carl Altstetter
Anne McKusick and Tom Anastasio
Karen and Brian Anderson
Karen and David Andsager
Lee Erwin and Keith Appler
Nelson Armour
Charlotte Arnstein
Kimberly and Jonathan Ashbrook
Nate Atkinson
Larry Ault
Maryka Baraka
Ethel Barnett
Ann and Hal Barnhart
Nina and Carl Barron
Linda Bauer
Frank Beal
Alicia and David Beck
Barbara and Steven Beckett
Susan Barry and Chris Benda
Laurel Toussaint and Tom Bik
Margie Body-Kirk
Marie Bohl
Richard and Penny Boser Donor Advised Fund,
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation
Paul Botts
Brandon Bowersox-Johnson
Susan and Mark Bowman
Sue Boyd, in memory of Bill Boyd
Dick Breckenridge
Bretl Family
Kathleen Brinkmann
Laurie Matheson and William Brooks
Kazuko Suzuki and R. Michael Brown
Mary Ann and Tom Brown
Nora Webb-Williams and Forrest Brumby
Mary Kay Bruns
Richard Cahill
Sandra Carr
Stuart and Deborah Chadde

Nancy and Stephen Cox
Megan and Sam Cox
Claire and Brian Deal
Suzanna and David Delaney
Ed DeWalt
Lori Dostal
Celia Elliott, in memory of Niels Svendsen

Elif and Lucas Ertekin,
in memory of Niels Svendsen

Bob Fisher
Bettina and George Francis
Bridget and Kevin Frerichs
Andrea Goodall Trulove,
in memory of Charles Goodall
Jennifer Goran
Sarah and Jim Graham
Barbara and Homer Gurtler
Jim Hart
Wanda Haschek-Hock
Beverly Hertle
Patsy Hirsch
Marie Gambach and Joe Hooker
Jan Houston
Rachel Rasmussen and Robert Hudson
Vaughn Jaenike
Christine and Eric Jason
Joan Volkmann and John Jones
Wenche Nonaas and Bruce Karmazin

Jessie Norris and Barry Chapman
Ann Charland
Hannah Christensen
Jane Cogie
Thelma Collins
Joette Conger
Martha Cook
Nancy and Fred Coombs
Doug Coomer
Jane and Don Creason
Larry and Sandy Creekmur
Cope Cumpston
Laura K. and Jack W. Dare
Amy Hassinger and Adam Davis,
in memory of Niels Svendsen
Liz Cardman and Paul Debevec
Mary Ellen and Jim DeClue
Paula and Dan Deneen
Michelle Denton
Laura and David Depolo
Nancy and Harold Diamond
Susan Braxton and Chris Dietrich
Victoria Pifalo and Kieran Donaghy
Margaret Miller and Scott Dossett,
in memory of Niels Svendsen
Maggie Dougherty-Roberts
Jolene Drew
Barbara Stanger and Duane Dust
Dianda and Dave Easter
Joyce Eisold
Aida El-Khadra, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Empty Bowls Board, in honor of Chris Berti
Alice Englebretsen
Karen Ennen
Ettinger Lannin Charitable Fund
Ruth Ann and Charles Evans
Sue Ellen Finkenbiner
Roberta Ford
Debbie and Chuck Frank
Patricia Franke
Karen and Alain Fresco
Beverly A. Friese
Barb Fuller
Jan Kalmar and Ben Galewsky
Paula Aschim and Tim Garvey
Janet Gehring
Darcy Gentner
Rosemary Gentry
Susan Gillenwater, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Gary Gladding and Victoria Christensen,
in memory of Niels Svendsen
Deanna Glosser
Robin and Bruce Goettel
Chris and Mark Golden
Elizabeth Goldschmidt,

Susan and Ron Kiddoo
Dennis Killian
John Knoblett
Lorrie Pearson and Jeff Kohmstedt
Angela Kou, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Scott Kozoll
Jennifer Hines and Rob Krumm
Miriam Larson
Warren G. Lavey Family
Anthony Leggett, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Kristine Light and Ed Taylor
Cynthia and Michael Loui
Ann and David Marriott
Theresa and Bruce Michelson
Sallie and Norman Miller
Rudolf Mortimer
Trish and Lou Nelms
Anna and Stephen Nesbitt
Deb and Ty Newell
Jan Predmore and Aart Olsen
Jean Paley
Sara Panko
Janet and David Peshkin
Brenda Koenig and Drew Phillips
Janise and Christopher Phillips
Linda Wessels and Tim Prescott
Kevin Price
Karen and Larry Pruiett

in memory of Niels Svendsen
Melanie Loots and George Gollin,
in memory of Niels Svendsen
George and Myra Gordon Advised Fund,
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation
Lisa and Philip Graff
Helen and Gene Grandone
Olivia Dorothy and Damon Gray
Liz and Don Greeley
Kevin and Sue Green
Laura Greene, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Ryan Griffis
Jane and Mark Grosso
Kate Pederson and Steven Grosso
Andrew Gulya
Jill and John Gusmano
Judy and Keith Hackley
Gary Hake
Susan and Mike Haney
Ken Hannan
Kathy and Richard Harden
Shelley and Larry Harper
Frances and Mitchell Harris
Heather and Fran Harty
Sue Hedrick
Susan and Karl Helmink
Peggy Holmes and James Hicks
Joan and Jim Hocker
Mary and Tom Hodson
Eric Horn
Anna Hough
Susan Houseworth
Bonnie and Jim Hudson
Jan and John Ison
Laurie Jacob, in memory of Jeffrey Jacob
Janet Elaine Guthrie and Mark Jaeger
Elisabeth Jenicek
Betty and Martin Johnson
Tom Johnson
Bryan Johnsrud
Catherine Schmidt-Jones and Douglas Jones
Barbara Jones and Joel Plutchak
Gwen A. Jones
Diane and Bob Jorgensen
Rhonda Jurinak
Al Kagan
Rebecca Kalomiris, in memory of Doug Atkinson
Alicia Henry and Wayne Karplus
Viktoria Ford and Stephen Kaufman
Brett Kaufman, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Marilyn Kay
Lucy and Leonard Kelley
Mike Kelly
Linda and Marty Kemper
Emily Kerlin, in memory of Niels Svendsen

Beth Rempe
Christie Roszkowski
Marya Ryan
Linda and Glen Schuetz
Elizabeth Shack
Cindy Shepherd
Valerie Sivicek
Priscilla Skalac
Joyce and Elliott Slutzky
Jamie and Gary Storm
Sheila Sullivan
William C. Sullivan
Janice Swanson
Amy McArthur and William Theisen
Traci Quigg Thomas and Grant Thomas
David Tracy, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Michael Ullmann
Sandra and Bill Volk
Carl von Ende
Cynthia Skrukrud and Thomas Von Geldern
Tina Gunsalus and Michael Walker
Michal Finkelstein and William Weisel,
in honor of Lynn and Ira Wachtel’s 50th Anniversary
Michael Weissman, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Steve Weller
Ellen and Keith Wolcott
Ann Panthen and Mary Ellen Wuellner

Beverly and George H. Kieffer
Peggy Patten and Todd Kinney
Gerri Kirchner
Andrea R. Klein
Therese and Randall Kobel
Antje and Ed Kolodziej
Matthew Kraatz
Stephanie Krauss
Susan and Curtis Krock
David Krooks
Eric Kuo, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Linda and Ryan Larsen
Sharon Haworth and Peter Lasersohn
Sheri Latash
Emily and Richard Laugesen
Marie Le Bihan
Pete Leki
Karen Medina and Stuart Levy
Dan Lewart
Penni Livingston
Patricia and Andy Luber
Mona and Vern Maas
Andrea Stader and John Magney
Meredith Main
Tony Mancuso, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Craig Mankowski
Valerie Marquis
‘Wendy Marquis
Marilou Martin
Ted and Jacque Maxeiner
Sally McConkey
Kate McDowell
Barbara and Steve McKasson
Kevin McKee
Conor McKenzie, in honor of Kevin and Sandy Moore
Sally Parry and Robert McLaughlin
Carolyn McMenamin
Margaret McNamara
David McNussen
Howard and Nancy Mead
Annie McManus and Seth Mendelowitz
Kathy and Alan Metcalf
Anja Metz
Jane Meyer, in memory of Niels Svendsen
William Meyer, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Carla Caceres and Craig Milling
Lynda and John Minor, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Judy and Jeff Moll
JoAnn and Daryl Monge
Jennifer Monson
Tim Montague
Kathie Morrison
Nancy Morse
Sarah and Robert Nemeth
Sandy Lu and Fred Newport

A special thank you to our Fundraising Team who partcipated in virtual events in lieu of the 2021 Illinois Marathon that was cancelled due to COVID-19: Connie Christopher, Rob
Kanter, Jeff Kohmstedt, Claire Samojedny, and Eric Thomas.



Martine Nickols
Vickie and Brian Nudelman
Cele Otnes
Jim Parr
Debbie and Charles Pastors
Lois Pausch
George Pellum
Pamela Pena Martin, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Jean and David Peters
Anne Phillips
Sigrid and Alan Pilgrim
Jacquie Hill and David Plath
Trish Quintenz
Jerry Rasmussen
Lori Rath
Ravanh Family, in honor of Marge Donoghue
Andrew Rehn
Bruce Renwick
Libby Reuter, Watershed Cairns
Robin Sahner and Bruce Reznick
Meredith Riegel
Sarah Heald and Ben Riegler
Patty Riggins
Marlyn Rinehart
Susan Fahrbach and Walter A. Robinson
Michael Rora
Verlyn and Paul Rosenberger
Umeeta Sadarangani and Marilyn Ryan
John Rzymski
Jeffrey Sanders
Beth and Tod Satterthwaite
Genevieve Long and Keith Schinkoeth
Mark Schmidt
Kathleen and Mark Schoeffmann
Meredith Schroeer
Anne and David Sharpe
Vickie Shaughnessy
Beth Shirk and Scott Meyer
Diana Sievers
Anne Silvis
Joseph Sklenar, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Mary J. Sleeth
Nancy Small
Ann L. Smith
Marianne Abbey-Smith and Campbell Smith
Lloyd Smith
Audrey Ishii and Charlie Smyth
Lisa Snyder
Elsie Speck
Nancy Stagg
Mike Stark
Mary and Glenn Stech
Carol and Topper Steinman
Becky Mead and Tim Stelzer
James Stephens
Elizabeth Stern
William Stewart
Janet Stover
Kirstin Wilcox and David Sussman
Cynthia Swanson
Iris Swanson
Kathy and Jonathan Sweedler
Cynthia and Clyde Sweet
Nicole and Seth Swoboda
Sandy and Tom Swoboda
Sara Taber
Mary Kay Solecki and John Taft
Christopher Taylor
David Tewksbury
Mary and Michael Thoele
Ann Thomas, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Michael Tilley
Terry Tonielli
Marguerite Torrey
Dillon Tracy, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Smitha Vishveshwara, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Roberta Volkmann, in honor of Joan Volkmann and John Jones
Nancy Voss
Shirley Walker
April Walsh
Patricia Walter
Ruth and Steve Wegman
Colleen and William White
Terri Treacy and Mike Wiant
Diane and Ed Wilhite
Ellen and David Willcox
Karen and Alex Winter-Nelson
Sarah and Charles Wisseman
Beth Wohlgemuth
Ron Wojtanowski
Julie Wolf
Janet Wong
Vicky and Scott Woolridge

A big thanks to the 194 members that donated under $50, but are not listed here. Every effort has been made to ensure

Members
$50-$99

Anonymous (9)
Megan Acevedo
Dorelle Ackermann
Ryan Adams
Jeannine Adomaitis
Jane Amundsen
Charlene Anchor
Michael Ander
Joseph Appell
Patricia Babich-Smith
Rick Balsbaugh
Ellen Baranowski
Bruce Barkley
Brenda Baxter
Kimeri Swanson-Beck and Tom Beck
Mary Atkinson and Joe Behrends
Dorothy Bell
Carolynn and Sam Benninghoff
Alice Berkson
Christopher Berti
Jess Beyler
Kathryn Blacker
Joanne Kunz and Jeff Boarini
Bonnie Sue Michael and Dennis Boatman
Pamela J. Bowers
Alex Brauman
Christine Breen
John Britt
JoAnne and Alan Broadbent
Matthew Bryant
Roger Buchta
Ann and Bob Burger
Jean Burridge
Sam Cahnman
Jane and Michael Cain
Matt Campbell
Feng Dong and Yong Cao
David Ceperley
Velma Chamberlin
Beth Chato
Barbara and Bill Childers
Maryanne and Bruce Chrisman
Glenn Clayton
Ruth Marlin Cleveland
Tim Clink
Jonathan Coan
Anna and Garland Conner
Jessica Conroy
Ed Costin
Gary Cozette
Catharine Crockett
Cathy and Jeff Cunningham
Carol Curtis
Matthew Czapiga
Jenny and Mike Daab
Christopher Dammers
Dolores Das
Kevin Daugherty
Jacqualyn R. Davis
Vickie Devenport
Julie Luner and Bruce Dien
Dillon family, in honor of the Hector family
Karyl and Doug Dressen
Ronda Driscoll
Clara Bosak-Schroeder and Joe Duncker
L. Brodie Dunn
Bryan Dunne
Amanda Eastin-Allen
Janette Eichfeld
Christy Ann Elamma
Carol Elliott
Tryggvi Emilsson
Kathy Engert
Barbara and Terry England, in memory of Robert “Bob” Bales
Thomas England
Linda A. Larson and David Enstrom
Roger Epperson
Mary Ann and Robert Espeseth
Margaret and Ronald Evans
Robin Kearton and Tom Faux
Christine Favilla
Theresa and Bob Feller
Dianne Fieri
Barbara Ford
Jeff Gahris
Portia Gallegos
Sue and Howard Gartzman
Linda and Kyle Gerlach
Carol L. Gloor

Marilyn Brandon Good
Kathryn and Steve Gossard
Lisa Griffith
Angela and Robert Gruendl
Jeffrey Haas
Rosa and Ibrahim Hajj
Cheryl Wiest and Ken Hartke
Laura Hartung
Jodi Heckel, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Randal Hendee
Linda and Fred Henize
Shanelle and Jason Herman
Lois and Wayne Hochstetler
Kay Hodson
Margaret and Charles Hollowell
Nancy Holm
Kaylie Honkala
Sara Hook, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Jennifer Hueni
Bruce Hutchings
Sue Ingels
Andrea Jackson
Douglas Jackson
Walter Jaehnig
Naomi and Eric Jakobsson
Karen Jannusch
Emily and Mike Jenkins
Amy Johnson
Eric Johnson
Judith and Larry Johnson
Skyler Johnson
Jimi Jones
Judith M. Joy
Sandra and David Kaptain
Cynthia Hoyle and Sheldon Katz
Eric Keeley
Michael Kerber
Crystal Kerwin
Jo and Doug Kibbee
Roger and Becky Klink
Joyce and Jim Knoblauch
Christa Knust
Karen Koenig
Sylvia Koenig
Gary Kolb
Katrina and Jim Kotowski
Peg and David Kovacic
Karla M. Kraeszig
Theodore C. Krauskopf
Bob Kucera
Linda Kurtz
Rebecca LaGesse
Jo Lakota
Ricky Lanham
Tanja and Ken Larimore
Lucinda and Richard Lasalle
Pat Lawlor
Carol Leff
Kathleen Bell and Marcelo Lepeley
Derek Liebert
Marcia Lin
Marianne Lippi
Julie and Daniel Long
Karen Louis
Kathy Low, in memory of Niels Svendsen
Abigail Jahiel and Thomas Lutze
Roy and Linda Mahnesmith
Carla Cravens Mansini and John Mansini
Jane and Joe Marriott
Angela Marsh
Rose and John C. Martin
Patricia and Perry Martin
John Massman
Joyce Mast
Rebecca McBride, 4 Osprey/EcoFluent
Douglas McCarty
Ann McDowell
Sue Meyer
Maureen Michael
Betty Miles
Lori Miller
Douglas Mills
Letitia Moffitt
Judy Mongold
Ronald Moore
Kerry Latham and Erin Morse
Robert Nauert
CarolAnn and Harold Nelson
Marcia and Randall Nelson
Suzanne Jansky and Susan Neville
Carol Jo Morgan and Joe Niernberger
Sally and Michael Nolan
David Novak

the accuracy of our supporter recognition. We apologize for any errors and urge you to notify us of any corrections.

Martin Nudelman
Toni Oplt
Frances Oros
Diane and Douglas Ower
Karen Parjani
Jerry Peterson
Brett Peugh
Pokorny Family
Jen and Wayne Politsch
Lisa and Robert Porteous
Laurel and Scott Preece
Judy Prindable
Ann Prisland
Sarah Rae
Meg and Bob Rauschenberger
Kathryn and Edward Remsen
Michelle and Shaughnessy Rice
Pam and Lan Richart
Susan Robertson
Nyle D. Robinson
Victoria Robinson
Aaron Rose
Bob Rowlands
Marie and Ed Roy
Howard Salk
Henrietta Saunders
Anthony Schmidt
Rosalie and Ronald Schmitt
Dawn Schultz
Patricia D. Schwake
Dennis M. Schwank
Jeff Shelden
Deborah Spiezio-Siebers
Jonathan Sieg
Rebecca Silber, in honor of Emily FitzPatrick
Kathleen Zurkowski and James Simeone
Ricca Slone
Jodie Slothower
James O. Smith
Rachel Smith-Bolton
Aisha Sobh
Lois Kain and Jon Solomon
Paul Spangler
Carole and Norton Spencer
Laura Sperstad
Hal Sprague
Vicki Stacy
Lois and Greg Steil
John Steinbacher
Robert Steinman
Marsha Stowe
Ruth and Bill Studley
Susan Styer
Annalisa and Paul Switzer
Margaret Talkington-Bonnell and Thomas Bonnell,
in memory of Charles Bruns
Brad Tallon
Bette Tambling
Kathleen and Jeff Tangel
Nancy and John Taylor
Sue Tinkle and Tom Terrien, in memory of
Marilyn Campbell
Geri Theobald
Marilee Tilly
Brigid Trimble
Judith and E. Paul Unger
Sue and Mike Van Matre
Matthew Vernau
Joe Vitti
Sonia and Bob Vogl
Dana Vollmer
Wayne L. Wagner, Sr.
Shirley Walker
Paula Enstrom and Joe Walsh
Margaret and Tom Walsh
Diane and James Wardrop
Greg Weber
C. Pius Weibel
Anita Stein and Harvey Welch
Janice Welch
Audrey Wells
Charlotte Westcott
David Wilcoxen
Marilyn and Ed Willis
Bill Wobbekind
Tony Wong
Rebecca Rundall and Dave Wood
Lois Wood
Jacqueline Worden
Michael Wright
Donald Wuebbles
Gail Wyatt
Yvonne and Gerard Ziegler

THANK YOU!



INSPIRE CHANGE.

PROTECTING RURAL DRINKING WATER

Recently, PRN has partnered with the Community Development Corporation
of Pembroke Township & Hopkins Park in Kankakee County to test local water

quality in their area.

By Catie Gregg

Pembroke has a rich history as one of the oldest black
farming communities in the US. It also has aquifers
identified as especially vulnerable to nitrate contamination.
Runoff from farming, including nitrates, continues to be the
top driver of water quality problems in Illinois.

On the Aquifer Vulnerability to Nitrate and Pesticides
map (below), we can see much of Pembroke is dark red, or
excessively vulnerable due to its sandy soils and the aquifer
being close to the surface. In addition to being surrounded
by agriculture, 70% of residents have shallow rural wells.

In partnership with the Community Dev. Corp, we developed
a water testing and education program that provides
residents with the tools to test the quality of drinking water
coming out of their taps.

The Scope of Nitrate Contamination in Illinois

As we investigated the extent of nitrate contamination in
Ilinois drinkingwater, we discovered alack of comprehensive
data for shallow rural wells which are especially vulnerable.

Knowing the statewide extent of nitrate contamination and
location of hot spots is essential because nitrate can cause
acute diseases like blue baby syndrome in infants or, as
recent research suggests, cancer with long term exposure.
While existing reports show the average Illinois well had

Aquifers Vulnerability to Nitrate Contamination

[ county
Vulnerability to
Nitrate
B Excessive
I High
I Moderate
Bl Somewhat limited
B Limited

Very Limited
Il Disturbed land
Bl Water

very low levels of nitrate, there were alarming hotspots with
some of the highest levels in the nation. With incomplete
data from around the state, it is impossible to know the
extent of the problem.

As we work to better understand where Illinois groundwater
may be more vulnerable to nitrate contamination, we
identified certain features that increase the likelihood that
wells will have elevated levels of nitrate. Those risk factors
include 1) places where groundwater is close to the surface,
2) contains sandy soils, 3) is near agriculture, 4) wells are
shallow (<50 ft), and 5) have dug and wide bore wells.

The only way to know if a well has high nitrate levels is to
test the water since nitrate is tasteless and colorless. For
the last two years, PRN has offered free well testing to
learn more about where elevated nitrate levels exist. We are
also doing outreach and education about the need for well
owners to test their water.

Opportunities in Pembroke Township

Talking with the Community Dev. Corp has identified the
challenges rural well owners in this community face. Some
low income residents have wells that are only 15-30 feet
deep, just enough to reach the groundwater. In many cases,
getting a deeper well, getting a more modern drilled well, or
connecting their water system to the local town of Hopkins
Park is difficult and economically infeasible.

However, the same characteristics that make Pembroke’s
groundwater vulnerable to contamination also creates
an opportunity to make dramatic changes for the better.
Shallow groundwater is quickly recharged and abundant.
The close connection groundwater has with the surface
means people will see the impact of improved land use and
farming practices to their water quality sooner than deep
groundwater, which if contaminated, may take decades to
run clear even after conservation practices are implemented.

PRN is prioritizing drinking water quality in the broader
context of the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy to ensure
we make changes where needed most, therefore having the
greatest impact. //



There is no shortage of issues PRN works on, from clean
water to energy, or agriculture to rivers and wildlife. Here
we’ll introduce you to some of the other issues you might
not have heard about.

In October 2021, PRN and Sierra Club Illinois (SC) filed a
notice of intent to sue Sugar Camp Energy, LLC (Sugar Camp)
for water quality violations stemming from the discharge of
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) into waters near
its Sugar Camp coal mine in southern Illinois. The PFAS,
also known as forever chemicals, were contained in fire
fighting foam that was spilled on the surface and injected
underground in an unsuccessful attempt to extinguish an
underground mine fire. In January, the Illinois Attorney
General (AG) Kwame Raoul followed our lead, filing a
similar lawsuit against Sugar Camp, alleging the company’s
actions violated the Illinois Environmental Protection Act.

The Big Muddy River in Southern lllinois

In early April, PRN and SC, represented by Great Rivers
Environmental Law Center and Albert Ettinger, filed
a “Motion to Intervene” in the AG’s lawsuit. Through
intervention, we seek to become a plaintiff in the case and
assert our specific interests in protecting the ecosystem and
recreational resources of nearby water bodies, including
the Big Muddy River. Additionally, we seek to add Sugar
Camp’s parent companies as additional defendants to the
case. The additional defendants that own and control Sugar
Camp have only recently come out of bankruptcy and have
been directly involved in decisions and actions associated
with the case. These companies have a history of fires,
pipeline ruptures, and violations of other environmental
statutes. Through our intervention in the case and the
addition of these defendants, we hope to ensure that the
responsible parties are held accountable and responsible
for remediating the damage.

For several months, PRN has been following the proposed
construction of approximately 20 miles of mountain bike
trails near the Kickapoo State Park with the help of long-
time board member Clark Bullard. The area is a parcel of
land owned by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
within the Middle Fork Vermilion National Scenic River
corridor. There already exists an extensive system of
mountain bike trails in the area that are operated and
maintained by the Kickapoo Mountain Bike Club. While
we support this type of recreation, the latest construction
plans would cause irreversible damage to one of the only
remaining intact forested ravines along Illinois’ only
national scenic river.

PRN has asked IDNR to halt any construction in this
parcel for several reasons. First, public input opportunities
have been non-existent. To remedy this, we support the
Department’s effort to reestablish the Citizens’ Advisory
Committee as soon as possible and commit to giving the
public a voice in identifying long-term management goals
for the area. There have been significant erosion issues
on the current trails within the park, representing a lack
of proper maintenance and enforcement against users
riding on wet trails. We have also seen no effort to consider
alternate locations that would minimize impacts to flora,
fauna, and other recreational users. Through letters
and open conversations with IDNR, the Department has
expressed a willingness to pause development, and we will
continue to monitor the situation as it moves forward.

This year, PRN joined partners across Illinois to support
legislation that would protect power plant communities
when the facility is slated for demolition. Over the last
decade, half of Illinois’ coal-fired power plants have retired,
and with the passage of Climate and Equitable Jobs Act,
the rest have closure dates on the horizon. However, few
regulations exist to protect community members during the
demolition of power plant facilities. This lack of protection
led to the 2020 disastrous smokestack implosion at Crawford
that sent a massive cloud of dust through Little Village.



(Photo credit: Alejandro Reyes, youtu.be/UzkFYVsNRFE)

Our legislation would have opened up the smokestack demolition
process to critical transparency and state oversight. However, our
efforts this year to support this legislation were unsuccessful.
A shortened legislative session, energy legislation fatigue, and
other competing legislative priorities mean that power plant
communities will have to wait longer for these key protections.
The next opportunity for Illinois to step up for power plant
communities will come in Veto Session late this Fall.

Providing habitat for wildlife is more important
today than ever. lllinois wildlife is threatened by
habitat destruction, climate change, and pesticide
use. By growing native plants in your home garden,
on your farm, at your place of worship, in a park,
or in a schoolyard, you provide a safe haven for
wildlife to forage, live, reproduce, and shelter.

Get your own NWF/PRN co-branded wildlife
habitat sign for your property. A Certified Wildlife
Habitat sign lets passersby know that you have
provided a safe haven for lllinois wildlife. These
habitats provide food, water, and shelter to wildlife
that reside in your area or that migrate through.
These habitats bring joy and beauty to your life
and your community and inform the public of the
requirements wildlife need to survive.

For certification, habitat must provide food and
water resources, cover for wildlife, places to
raise young, and be sustainable and adhere to
ecologically sound management.

Learn how you can incorporate habitat for
pollinators and monarch butterflies into your
certified wildlife habitat on our website or contact
Kim Erndt-Pitcher at:

kerndt-pitcher@prairierivers.org
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BECOME A MEMBER OR
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

O $25 Student Membership O $50 Basic Membership
O $1,000 O $500 O $250 O $100 O Other

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail (to receive Action Alerts):

Thank you for your tax deductible support!

Make checks payable to: Prairie Rivers Network, 1605 South State Street, Suite 1, Champaign, IL 61820

PRN Membershlp Levels

Headwaters River River River Rlver River Members
Circle Champions Protectors Stewards  Guardians Defenders $1-$99
$5,000 $2,500-$4,999 $1,000-$2,499 $500-$999  $250-$499 $100-$249
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MAKE A TAX FREE
GIFT FROM YOUR IRA

If you celebrated your 72nd birthday or you
turned 70 1/2 before 2020, you can make a
donation to PRN by direct transfer from
your IRA and your gift will count towards
your Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD, https://tinyurl.com/iragift). You
might save on your taxes, too! The
SECURE ACT of 2019 made major changes
to the RMD, so be sure to check with your

tax advisor for more information.

SIGN UP FOR OUR
EMAILS

prairierivers.org/riverweb



