
National Wildlife Federation and Prairie Rivers Network

In partnership with Discovery Partners Institute, University of 
Illinois System

Unveiling the Quad Cities Flood Map
A Tool for Climate Change and Community Resilience



Quad Cities Climate Assessment
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PURPOSE:

● EQUIP local leaders, decision-makers, and community members 

in the Quad Cities with locally relevant information about the 

impacts of climate change;

● EMPOWER community members to identify and pursue greater 

investments in the long-term resilience of their community, 

including through nature-based projects where appropriate; 

● SERVE as a foundation for stakeholders to make informed choices 

and leverage funding opportunities for the present and future of 

the region.

PRODUCT – Community-Driven Climate Assessment for the Quad 

Cities region with input from the relevant stakeholders. 



Community Identified Climate Risks
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Quad Cities Interactive Flood Map

Interactive Flood 
Map

https://arcg.is/0j5aCi
https://arcg.is/0j5aCi


Resilience
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Nature-Based 
solutions can 
help the Quad 
Cities prepare

Photo credit: Julie Malake



Nature-Based Solutions
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• Actions to protect, sustainably manage and restore 

natural and modified ecosystems that address societal 

challenges effectively, while providing environmental and 

economic benefits

• Ability to adapt to a changing climate

• Alternative to hard infrastructure, or can be used in 

combination – “green-gray hybrid solutions”

• Provide wide-ranging co-benefits: cleaner air and 

drinking water, wildlife habitat, carbon sequestration, 

recreational use/outdoor tourism, cultural assets

Wetlands

Bottomland forest

Low impact development

Riparian buffers

Upland restoration

Conservation practices
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Questions?
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Resilient Quad Cities: Your Project Choices

 If you’re already doing this work 
and have an ongoing project, 

please share with us through our 

Project Identification Survey

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwn6bKs-M_uTEOya-6XYHS9f5GvQipc3RiidEUXRBOagxRow/viewform
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Thank you!

Questions? Comments? Feedback?

ARSUM PATHAK, PH.D.
SR. ADAPTATION/COASTAL 
RESILIENCE SPECIALIST
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
FEDERATION
EMAIL: PATHAKA@NWF.ORG
PHONE: 512-610-7787

NINA STRUSS

RIVER HEALTH AND RESILIENCY 
ORGANIZER - QUAD CITIES

PRAIRIE RIVERS NETWORK

EMAIL: 
NSTRUSS@PRAIRIERIVERS.ORG

PHONE: 217-344-2371 x 215

ABHINAV WADHWA

POST DOCTORAL RESEARCH

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS - 
DISCOVERY PARTNERS 
INSTITUTE 

EMAIL: awadhwa@ullinois.edu

PHONE: 312-927-3412


